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WHAT’S YOUR BOUNTY?

~Julia Botts

It’s a very good year for rhododendrons, hydrangeas, peaches, and peas. And, of course, weeds. Let’s not talk
about tomatoes, apples, or dahlias. What’s doing well in your garden? Share photos and captions of your bounty
in the next Brambles. What’s not doing good and how are you dealing with it? Share this information with your
fellow Master GardenerTM colleagues too.
I’ve also heard many say there are fewer bees. What do you do to help the bees in your garden? A side perk of
the late rains is that there seems to be more frogs visiting our gardens and gardeners. Now that summer has
progressed, I have a garter snake friend that greets me when I check my lettuce and strawberry beds. What
animal friends are in your garden?
I hope there are more animal friends than foe. What are your tricks for fostering beneficial insects and animals
and keeping pests out of the garden? Personally, I get a quarter of mile and 3 flights of stairs on each of my
morning and evening slug walks. Banana slugs are both good and bad, depending on where they are so I pick
them off my flowers and vegetables and relocate them into the woods nearby.
Another bounty of my gardening activities are the many friends and good times had in gardens. This bounty
blossomed this past Saturday at our annual summer potluck at the home and gardens of Adele Kurtz. What a
lovely property, with the landscape developed to fit with the natural contours. The food and company were great
too! Many of the dishes had local bounty and the freshness was a spice that one can’t buy in a store.
Our community’s local bounty is helped by all you do as Master Gardener volunteers. Thanks for all you do!
One constant I find from plant clinics to school gardens is how grateful all of our clients are for the advice,
opportunities to explore and learn, and, of course, the bounty.
There are many opportunities to volunteer as summer winds down and autumn brings orange and red hues and
orb spiders. Plant clinics go through early October and there are opportunities to work from the comfort of your
own home or garden. School starts soon and that means working with students at both Kalmiopsis and Riley
Creek School Gardens or working behind when students aren’t present, so we have healthy gardens for
teaching. We’ll have a booth at the Fall Festival on October 15 and 16 at the Event Center on the Beach.
I look forward to working with all of you at these and other activities. The bounty of your friendship fills my
basket daily. Happy Gardening.
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Annika Bratton
annika.bratton@currywatersheds.org, 541-373-3050
Students, families, and community members are wrapping up a
wonderful summer of Fridays learning and harvesting in the garden.
Attendees of the three-hour garden sessions have made flower art and
pinch pots, learned about soil and pollinators, and harvested many fruits
and vegetables from the garden. Each week we hear from families
about the dishes and meals that they made from the produce they took
home the previous week!
The school year will begin shortly, and lots of our garden visitors are
preparing for their first year of school ever! We are so excited to get
garden time underway again with all grades and prepare for the fall
harvest festival. If you are interested in volunteering during classroom
time, please contact Annika Bratton (contact info below).
Volunteers have been hard at work in the Riley Creek Garden repairing
the irrigation system, greenhouse doors, and keeping up with general
garden maintenance. The garden looks great and is ready for the school
year! Thank you volunteers!

Students gather around a butterfly enclosure to observe Monarch caterpillars
preparing to pupate.

If you have questions about education or volunteering in the garden,
please contact Annika Bratton at 541-373-3050 or
annika.bratton@currywatersheds.org.
A summer garden time participant poses with potatoes that she harvested.

Julia Bott instructs students on the best techniques to flip the compost.
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Curry County Master GardenerTM Association
No meeting August 2022. No minutes.

SUBURBAN PERMACULTURE

~ Jeffrie Hall

Ken Dobberpuhl of the Wild Rivers Permaculture Guild
https://www.facebook.com/wildriverspermaculture/ gave a talk about
Suburban Permaculture at the Chetco Community Library on Thursday
August 11, 2022. Unfortunately, the visual part of his presentation couldn’t
be seen because another presenter “walked off” with the cable that could
connect a Mac book to the TV. So, the talk was more interactive and
casual. His degree in biology and teaching experience led him to the study
of permaculture.
And what is permaculture? Short definition from Wikipedia: “Permaculture
is an approach to land management and settlement design that adopts
arrangements observed in flourishing natural ecosystems. ….. The term
was coined in 1978 by Bill Mollison and David Holmgren, who formulated
the concept in opposition to modern industrialized methods instead
adopting a more traditional or "natural" approach to agriculture.” And there
are many, many online sources to learn more about permaculture.
It is not just organic gardening but a dynamic, fluid way of living that
supports and keeps your ecosystem healthy and sustainable. He stated
that you don’t need a lot of land to use at least some permaculture
practices on your property. Smaller areas such as a lawn, deck etc. can be
used to produce food for yourself and others. Observe your property
carefully, what grows there now, where are the sunny/shady spots, windy
spots, amount of rain, what animals/pests. How can you live with them?
There are many microclimates here making each solution unique. If your
design for a more sustainable garden works there should be less work for
you eventually.
We talked about several of the global problems industrial agriculture is
causing and possible solutions. It is possible to grow lots of food using
permaculture with right inputs and more farmers are realizing this,
changing how they grow food. Monoculture is a bad way to grow food. It
degrades the soil, increases pest problems causing the need to use more
chemicals. It costs more for fuel, fertilizer, and GMO seeds. Water sources
are being depleted. Animal and insect species are disappearing. Plowing
destroys soil structure with its microorganisms. Chemical fertilizer makes
weak fast-growing plants that are less nutritionally dense and doesn’t
support soil microorganisms. Fertilizer runoff pollutes fresh water and
oceans.
Some of the many possible solutions to make your property more
sustainable (MGs already do many of these): Plant cover crops, “Chop
and Drop” leave the debris to decompose into the soil. Use mulch to
prevent water evaporation, for weed and erosion control. Water
management in a time of drought will mean less water use and a smaller
water bill if you pay a company. It is legal in Oregon to catch rainwater off
the roof, but not to put in a pond in to catch rainwater if one is not already
there. Compost yard and food waste. Do worm composting. Season
extenders such as greenhouses can grow more food. Use raised beds and
garden vertically to create more space. Grow microgreens in the winter.
Learn about companion planting or “Plant Guilds”, plants that support and
complement each other creating a healthier environment for all of them.
“Stacking Functions,” one plant can have multiple uses. “Dynamic
Accumulators” are plants such as daikon that can bring up soil nutrients
from deep in the soil to help feed other plants. Some plants can be used to
create fertilizers such as comfrey, seaweed, and kelp from the beach. We
do live near the ocean.
And what are some of the benefits of permaculture? More food
sovereignty, quality of food, improvements to soil and greater species
diversity. Less waste going to a landfill. A healthier more balanced eco
system for all. And there may be physical health benefits to having dirty
hands. The talk ended with him describing the term “Permablitz,” getting
people together to help with big projects like a “Barn Raising” from the old
days and what the Wild Rivers Permaculture Guild does. His email is

MAGGOTS HELP BREAK DOWN COMPOST PILE
By Kym Pokorny, Source: Linda Brewer
CORVALLIS, Ore. – Most people shudder when they see maggots in their bin
composter or compost pile. They may be startling in their appearance and
movement, but they won’t hurt you or the compost. In fact, they play a role in
breaking down plant and animal tissues.
Often, these maggots are the larval life stage of compost-dwelling soldier
flies, according to Linda Brewer, Oregon State University Extension Service
soil scientist. This European insect (Hermetia illucens) is found everywhere in
North America. They are especially common where flies access wet, rotting
food sources or garbage.
Young soldier fly larvae are a gray-white color, segmented, about 1 inch in
length and very active. As they mature, the larvae turn a dark brown color, are
torpedo-shaped and flattened, with tough-looking skin. The head is small and
narrower than the body. The body features only hairs and spines – no legs.
The rear of the body is blunt and houses breathing pores or spiracles.
When the larvae pupate, or if they die before transitioning to the adult stage,
the chitin – a component in their leathery skin – will decompose and contribute
nitrogen and glucose to the compost. Decomposer bacteria benefit from both
nutrients, Brewer said.
Adult soldier flies are black and about 5/8-inch long. Their smoky black wings
are held over the back when at rest and the first abdominal segment has clear
areas. Adults feed and lay eggs on food waste and other moist types of organic
matter.
Adult soldier flies emerge, mate and die within two days. The dark-colored
adults are often mistaken for black wasps, but they don’t bite or carry disease,
Brewer said.
Soldier fly larvae are voracious consumers of high nitrogen materials such as
kitchen food scraps and manures, as they decay. They break down organic
material in manure or compost piles. These materials are further decomposed
by smaller members of the decomposer community. The adult flies can
inoculate the compost with beneficial decomposer bacteria and fungi from
other sources.
Soldier flies rarely invade houses, unless a compost pile is close to the
structure, Brewer said. They are almost exclusively found in compost bins, or
juicy sheet mulches and manure piles. In the southeastern United States, they
are used to reduce the volume of hog manure. In addition to reducing manure
volume, soldier fly larvae also reduce moisture and stabilize plant nutrients
from the manure in their own bodies.
Soldier fly females lay eggs on the surface of exposed nitrogen-rich material.
Incorporating sufficient leaves, dry grass, shredded paper and other organic
"brown" material in the pile to cover any nitrogen food sources is a sure way to
avoid attracting the egg-laying females. Kitchen waste incorporated into any
home compost pile should be well-buried in the pile and covered with two to
four inches of dry, absorbent materials, according to Brewer.
If your food-rich compost has many soldier fly larvae, you can reduce their
numbers by turning the compost and layering in dry materials. The presence of
soldier fly larvae indicates that the compost is very moist. Water has a
tremendous capacity to absorb heat without changing its temperature. The
additional dry materials and turning will encourage the compost pile to heat up.
Soldier fly larvae cannot tolerate temperatures above 113 degrees Fahrenheit
– easy enough to achieve in a well-balanced compost pile.
You can further discourage these flies by covering any holes in the compost
bin with window screen glued down with exterior household or other waterproof
caulk to exclude adult flies looking for good sites to lay their eggs. Soldier fly
larvae can thrive in worm bins, as well, where they may out-compete the
worms for food sources. In a worm bin, bury food scraps deeply in the worm
bedding and cover well. Soldier flies may eat what is on the surface, but they
won't eat the worms or their eggs. Birds love high-protein soldier fly larvae,
Brewer said. Larvae can be removed from the compost pile and fed to the
chickens or just tossed on the ground where birds can find them.
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CCMGA Summer Potluck
August 20, 2022
At the home and garden of Adele Kurtz,
96380 Dawson Road, Brookings.
Time was spent exploring the gardens and
identifying some of the plants that Adele
purchased from the on-line Annual Plant
Sale in 2021. The potluck was enjoyed
by all, and then garden exploration
and/or beach walking with low tide
approx. 1:30 pm.
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June 17-18, 2022: Master Gardener Mini-College will be held at the Alumni Center, on the OSU Campus in Corvallis. More details to come.
Curry County Fair – Volunteers will be needed to staff a booth at the fair July 27-31.
Art and Garden Tour – The Manly Art Center in Brookings would like to partner with us on a ticketed event involving 3 gardens and 3 studios in the late
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HOW TO FIND OUT WHAT’S GOING ON
Contact Julia Bott, find us on Facebook: Curry County Master GardenersOSU Extension
THE BRAMBLES NEWSLETTER
Emailed to active members and on
www: http/extension.oregonstate.edu.curry
Editor, Cathe Barter at umpqua.bart@gmail.com
BOARD MEETINGS are monthly 3rd Tuesday from 10 am to noon
OSU Extension (Gold Beach)
2930 Ellensburg Avenue, Gold Beach, meeting room
{No Meetings in August or December}
Visit these sites to volunteer:
GOLD BEACH HIGH SCHOOL GREENHOUSE
29316 Ellensburg (at the rear of school)
Contacts: Deb Carroll 541-813-1820 da_carroll@charter.net
and Ali Van Otterloo 925-788-6684 alivanotterloo@gmail.com
*Annual Plant Sale Project* spoken here
RILEY CREEK GARDEN
94350 6th Street, Gold Beach
Annika Bratton - 541-373-3050
annika.bratton@currywatersheds.org
DIG YOUR LIBRARY ~ Julia Bott
Chetco Community Public Library Annex
402 Alder Street, Brookings
Contact Julia Bott jbott@batnet.com or telephone 650.520.5673
CURRY COUNTY SEED LIBRARY –

If you need seeds, contact Lynette McPherson
at lmc97415@gmail.com. For more information, please contact Julia Bott
at 650.520.5673 or jbott@batnet.com or check out the Curry County Seed
Library on Facebook. Please plant a row for your local food bank or

community kitchen.
ABC PRESCHOOL
543 Hemlock St, Brookings
Contact Sherry Baum & Ruth Patton
LITTLE BEAR PATCH GARDEN AT KALMIOPSIS SCHOOL
650 Easy Street, Brookings, Contact vacant, 541-469-7417
SHOP AND GIVE BACK TO CCMGA!
CCMGA has completed two "REWARD" program applications! This is your
chance to give to our non-profit organization through your daily purchases.
The 1st rewards program is smile.amazon.com. If you have an Amazon
account and purchase products from Amazon, connecting your account to
Smile.amazon is easy. Go to smile.amazon.com and log in to your account.
You will be asked which charity/non-profit you would like to support. You will
find MANY Master Gardener Associations, so PLEASE select Master
Gardener Association, Gold Beach, Oregon. It is on page three or four of their
list of Master Gardener Assn. Then make your purchases...it is that simple.
Amazon smile will donate .05% of your qualified purchase to CCMGA by
direct deposit.
The 2nd rewards program is with Fred Meyer simply linking your Fred Meyer
Rewards card with Curry County Master Gardener Assn., Gold Beach, OR.
Set up a new account or sign into your existing account at fredmeyer.com,
click on the ‘Fred Meyer Community Rewards’ link at the bottom of the page,
type in ‘Curry County Master Gardener Assn.’ or the number ‘85441’, choose
our organization, and click on ‘Enroll.’

VOLUNTEER CORNER

~ Laurie Lee Bartlett

Continuing Education Opportunities
*Due 10/31/2022 for 2023 Certification for members - 10
hours (trainees complete the course)
The MG year for our group goes 11/1-10/31/22. Members
have to complete their volunteer hours to be certified for
2023. Trainees complete their Ed taking the course while
returning volunteers only are required the 10 hours
Volunteer Hours Opportunities
*Due 10/31/2022 for 2023 Certification
20 hours for current volunteer members and 40 hours for
2022 Trainees
Saturday September 10th at the High School Greenhouse
we will have a propagation class from 11 am -1pm. Limited
class size due to space. Hope you can join us! Signups
available on
Teamup. https://mgvrs.extension.oregonstate.edu
Growing Oregon Gardens: Level Up
Series https://extension.oregonstate.edu/mg/growingoregon-gardeners-level-series-2022
Clackamas County Master Gardeners 10 Minute
University.
https://clackamascountymastergardeners.org/10-minuteuniversity
Online Course Modules
https://apps.idealogic.com/OSU extension
Dragonfly Nursery booth at the Marketplace
Sunday 9/11 10 am - 4 pm
Fall Fest at the Fairgrounds
Friday 10/14/22 from 4 – 7 pm and Saturday 10/15/22 from
12 – 7 pm. More info to come when available
Plant Clinic is Wednesdays 10 - 2 pm through
October 12th
Call Laurie Lee with any questions at 541-373-9111
Thank you volunteers!
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our organization, and click on ‘Enroll.’
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GREENHOUSE UPDATE


~ Deb Carroll at 541.254.4804 or Ali Van Otterloo at 925.788.6684

Points to cover
o Now clean and organized
o Starting to propagate
o Thanks to Lori P, Craig and Terry S
o Starting more succulents
o Plans to add to plant sales
o Fairground/greenhouse update
o Air layering
o Come help and learn

Greenhouse News

Summer 2022 has been busy preparing for next year’s Annual Plant Sale at the greenhouse located at Gold Beach
High School. Time has been spent cleaning and organizing the soil, pots and remaining plants. Now the actual task
of propagating plants is in full swing. Cuttings have been brought in from our own gardens, and thanks to Lori Phalen
and Craig and Terry Shannon we have also been able to obtain cuttings to propagate from their fabulous gardens. It
has been a pleasure to visit these thoughtful and beautiful gardens. And not to forget the succulents, as much as
some of them reproduce very readily, succulents are also being replenished. Watering is an essential part of all plant
care and Michelle Arnold deserves many thanks for her reliable and diligent watering of the plants. Michelle has
been diligently watering the Courtyard every Thursday and weekends, our hold over plants would not have survived
without her!
For next year three projects are in the works. First, for the 2023 plant sale we plan to add hanging planters and more
native plants to our selection of perennials and vegetables. And second, we attended the fairground board meeting
August 16th to stay informed about the Fair Board redevelopment plans which include our plan to build a teaching
greenhouse on the fairgrounds beside the OSU Extension building. Third, we are attempting to propagate some of
the woody plants through air layering rather than through cuttings.
If anyone is interested in helping to propagate plants or to learn how, we meet at the Gold Beach High School
greenhouse every Tuesday at noon until 2 or 230 pm. ** Extra hands would be greatly appreciated as 2 of our
regulars will be off ‘holidaying’ most of September.
Questions: call Deb Carroll at 541.254.4804 or Ali Van Otterloo at 925.788.6684
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SEPTEMBER GARDENING TIPS
Maintenance and cleanup
Harvest winter squash when the "ground spot" changes from white to a cream or gold color.
Pick and store winter squash; mulch carrots, parsnips and beets for winter harvesting.
Protect tomatoes; pick green tomatoes and ripen indoors if frost threatens.
Reduce water on trees, shrubs and vines east of Cascades to harden them for winter.
Stake tall flowers to keep them from blowing over in fall winds.
Dig, clean and store tuberous begonias if frost threatens.
Harvest potatoes when the tops die down. Store them in a dark location.
Optimal time for establishing a new lawn is August through mid-September.
Aerate lawns.
Early-September: Apply 1 pound nitrogen per 1,000 square feet to lawns. Reduce risks of run-off into local waterways by not fertilizing just
prior to rain, and not over-irrigating so that water runs off of lawn and onto sidewalk or street.
Willamette Valley: Stop irrigating your lawn after Labor Day to suppress European crane fly populations.
Recycle disease-free plant material and kitchen vegetable and fruit scraps into compost. Don't compost diseased plants unless you are
using the "hot compost" method (120 degrees to 150 degrees Fahrenheit).
Planting/propagation
Divide peonies and iris.
Plant or transplant woody ornamentals and mature herbaceous perennials. Fall planting of trees, shrubs and perennials can encourage
healthy root growth over the winter.
Plant daffodils, tulips and crocus for spring bloom. Work calcium and phosphorus into the soil below the bulbs at planting time. Remember
when purchasing bulbs, the size of the bulb is directly correlated to the size of the flower yet to come in spring.
Western Oregon: Plant winter cover crop of annual rye or winter peas in vegetable garden.
Pest monitoring and management
Use chemical controls only when necessary and only after thoroughly reading the pesticide label. First consider cultural, then physical and
biological controls. Choose the least-toxic options, and use them judiciously. Some examples include insecticidal soaps, horticultural oils,
botanical insecticides, and organic and synthetic pesticides.
Apply parasitic nematodes to moist soil beneath rhododendrons and azaleas that show root weevil damage (notched leaves).
Control slugs as necessary. Least toxic management options include barriers and traps. Baits are also available for slug control; use
caution around pets. Read and follow all label directions prior to using baits, or any other chemical control.
Monitor trailing berries for leaf and cane spot. Treat if necessary.
As necessary, apply copper spray for peach and cherry trees.
Spray for juniper twig blight, as necessary, after pruning away dead and infected twigs.
Continue monitoring late-season soft fruits and berries for Spotted Wing Drosophila (SWD). If SWD are present, use an integrated and
least toxic approach to manage the pests.
Coastal and Western valleys: Spray susceptible varieties of potatoes and tomatoes for early and late blight.
Indoor Gardening
Clean houseplants, check for insects, and repot and fertilize if necessary; then bring them indoors.
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Have you seen the Curry County Master Gardeners
website?
The Brambles is usually posted here by the second
of the month:

CCMGA Officers for 2022
President …………. Julia Bott
Vice President……… Ginny Knox

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/newsletter/brambles

Secretary……………. V a c a n t

The last Monday of the month is the cut-off date
for submitting articles for the Brambles. Email them
to Cathe Barter umpqua.bart@gmail.com

Treasurer……………. Tom Kerr

This is your newsletter, if you have something to
share please send it in. We will make every effort to
include it.
Thanks to all of you who generously contributed to
this edition of the Brambles. All submissions are
gladly considered.

OMG State Rep…… Debbie Carroll & Ali Van Otterloo
Newsletter Editor…... Cathe Barter
Historian……………. Cathe Barter
Past President………. Julia Bott
OSU Education Asst… Laurie Lee Bartlett
1 - 800-356-3986
To contact officers, leave a message at the Extension
office 1-800-356-3986

Curry County Master Gardeners Association
monthly meetings 3rd Tuesday, 10 am to noon in Gold Beach, OR

www.facebook.com/OSUExtCurryMG

Curry County Master Gardeners Association
PO Box 107
Gold Beach, OR 97444

Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational programs, activities, and materials
without discrimination based on age, color, disability, gender identity or expression, marital status,
national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran’s status. Oregon State University
Extension Service is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

