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Chat with Chip
August 16th, 2022

Emerald Ash Borer
• This insect arrived in the Midwest some years 

ago from Asia. It has spread through much of 
the Midwest and into New England. They 
attack mainly ash trees.

• The metallic green adult beetle is small (1/4 -
1/2 inch) while the fleshy cream-colored larva 
are over an inch long. 

• The larva feed only on ash tree phloem tissue 
just under the bark. They leave shallow but 
extensive galleries. Once the cambial layer has 
been removed all around a limb or trunk, the 
tree is effectively girdled from that point up 
and will die. 

Photos: Bugwood
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How to identify an Oregon ash

• Pinnately compound leaves 
arranged opposite on twigs 
and 5-9 leaflets in opposite 
arrangement on leaves.

• Usually found in areas that 
are seasonally wet for quite 
a long time (it is their 
niche). Very important for 
those areas.

• Samara seed structures.

Photo: P. Slichter

Ornamental ash trees

• Most common are 
Raywood Ash and White 
Ash

• Some Raywood ashes are 
planted on Highway 30 
across from the St. Helens 
Les Schwab.

• All European and N. 
American Ash trees are 
susceptible. 
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EAB damage

• The most distinctive marker are the exit 
holes the adults make when they fly away 
from the tree they were born in. It is quite 
neat and looks like a “D” though it can be at 
any angle. 

• Woodpecker  holes sometimes come close 
but without the fine line around the hole. 

• Dead and clearly damaged limbs are usually 
part of the picture unless the infestation is 
very new. 

• When bark is pealed away (or it drops 
away), you will see the shallow feeding trails 
of the EAB 

Photos: Bugwood

EAB damage continued

Photo: Bugwood – B. McNee

Photo: Bugwood - T. Kimoto



11/7/2022

4

Role Oregon Ash plays in our biological 
landscape

• One of the most important trees in 
low elevation riparian or wetland 
zones.

• Thrives in long periods of standing 
water.

• No real substitute – cottonwoods, 
willows sort of fit, but not really. 
Many species use it

• Favorite beaver food.

• Can get very large.

Photos: Wikipedia

Areas of potential impact in Oregon
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Photo: Bugwood

What’s next?
• Extensive monitoring of the region to see 

how far EAB is dispersed from F. G. 
• Flight ranges from less than a mile to ~15 miles 

by a small % of EABs.

• Oregon ash rated highly susceptible to EAB.

• Treating homeowner infested trees with 
systemic insecticides likely. Not a great 
solution. Complex impacts on other species.

• Removal of infested trees. 

• Follow the research to seek other options 
(monitor for resistant individual trees, 
selective breeding, grafting on resistant 
rootstocks(?), genetic modification for 
resistance based on American chestnut 
work.

Photo: Bugwood
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Late blight of tomatoes

• This has been an interesting tomato year. 
Plants got a late start followed by great 
tomato weather up to this point.

• But we need to be aware of any rain that 
will last more than one day. It can spell 
the end of the tomato season. 

• Moist conditions create the perfect 
environment for late blight, a fungal 
disease for which we have little resistance 
in our tomato varieties.

Source: Biovison

Late blight, continued

• Potatoes affected, not eggplant and 
peppers.

• It looks like a blow torch hit the plants 
when fully infected.  Fruits will turn hard 
and glassy and then rot.

• Treat plants with copper before rain 
starts! Considered to be an “organic” 
fungicide. It will save many varieties 
although some are very susceptible and 
will still succumb.

• It caused the Irish potato famine in the 
1840s. 
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Where do you look for long-term weather 
forecasts?
• Here are my choices:

• NOAA: https://www.wrh.noaa.gov/pqr/forecasts.php look at Zone Forecast 
for a week for Portland and the more technical Forecast Discussion which 
goes out a little further in time.

• Rufus LaLone: Entomologist extraordinaire for commercial berries, mainly, 
and an excellent weather prognosticator. His most recent forecast: 
https://www.ovs.com/blog/category/the-wxcafe

Aphid summer
• For reasons completely obscure to me, aphids 

have populated quite a few trees and shrubs but 
generally left vegetables alone.

• I have had a number of calls about “sticky aphid 
droppings” on cars, lawn furniture, and other 
plants under trees. This has been rare for a 
number of years. Sooty mold is often seen.

• There has to be a reason- my best guess is that the 
Asian lady beetle seems to be in short supply. In 
fact, all lady beetles seem scarce. The explanation 
I favor is that either the scorching 116° F last year 
wiped them out or they died waiting for the rain 
to stop this spring. I am not encouraging systemic 
insecticides but telling people to wait for next 
year. 

• Yellow jackets and bald-faced hornets have shown 
up in so far small numbers, mainly looking for 
water. 

Multi-colored Asian lady beetles (Harmonia sp.
Iowa State University

https://www.wrh.noaa.gov/pqr/forecasts.php
https://www.ovs.com/blog/category/the-wxcafe
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Other insect notes
• Too few bumble bees and continued concerns over 

honeybees and the cost of the Varroa mite.

• Termites flying if they get a scent of some moisture 
coming. Early-rising bats and late to bed swallows 
enjoying them.

• Spotted-wing drosophila (SWDs) have emerged in 
increased numbers this year. More calls about wiggly 
“worms” in jam processing. Difficult for farmers with 
late blackberries, ever-bearing raspberries, and later 
blueberries.

• Not a good judge of moth and butterfly numbers 
since we have a light that attracts them to a wall 
which the Steller’s jays pick them off from. Think 
cabbage butterfly numbers lower.

• Cinnabar moth caterpillars back eating tansy 
ragwort, though not fast enough to satisfy some. 

Plant weed suppressing cover crops

• For example, plant Crimson clover in 
between corn rows after corn has started 
and is up about a foot tall. It will limp along 
until the corn is taken down and then grows 
over the winter into a very suppressive crop. 
Still can be planted now if irrigated. 

• Buckwheat can be used for short-term weed 
suppression in the summer and early fall. 
Needs some water. Great for bees and other 
pollinators. Don’t let it go to seed. 

Photo: Johnny’s Seed
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Short season crops that still could be planted

• Radishes – plant small patches every 5 days. Mature in 45 days. Cold tolerant. 

• Kale – cold hardy. Grows quickly. Thin as needed.
• Arugula – very quick growth. Plant several cycles. Cold hardy.

• Turnips – marginal but possible

• Chard – cold hardy but a little less than kale. 
• Beets – short season smaller beets best choice

• Carrots – short, chunky types. Thin to 2 or 3 inches. 

• Lettuce – some more hardy. A little row cover protection can help. 

Check out Territorial Seed Fall/Winter catalog for ideas and possible seed options:

https://territorialseed.com/pages/catalog-digital-edition

Planting or over-seeding lawns

• If you plan to seed or sod a new lawn or over-
seed an existing one, you can start preparing now 
for actually seeding in September.

• For over-seeding a lawn, you need to thatch it 
and remove all the debris so enough of the seed 
you sow will be in direct contact with soil. If there 
are uneven areas that you want to smooth out, 
do that filling as well.

• Then wait until September to seed unless you 
can water sufficiently earlier when it is hotter. 
We generally have better luck in September.  

https://territorialseed.com/pages/catalog-digital-edition
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Lawn renewal cont.

• If you don’t like the composition of your existing lawn, then you need 
to eliminate the existing plants now as long as they are not browned 
out. That can be done one of two ways: spray the existing lawn out or 
remove it in a process the reverse of sod laying. The old sod can be 
composted under black plastic fairly quickly (6 months or so if kept a 
little moist) and used later in your gardening. 

• Once the old turf is dead, mow it very tight and remove all clippings. 
Consider thatching to remove more. Again, the seed needs to get to 
the soil. 

• Fill dips with new soil. Seed at the rate of about 5#s per 1000 square 
feet, a pound more each week it gets further into October. 

• Seed mid-September and water until the fall rains return consistently.

After grass seedlings emerge… 

• Manage the water, mow when about 5 inches and well-established 
and not too wet. Fertilize with a mix of slow release and fast release 
nitrogen. Standard ratio is 3-1-2, e.g. 21-7-14.

• That should be enough to get through the winter. Try avoid walking 
on squishy turf when it is very wet. Soil compresses easily and affects 
the pore spaces that provide oxygen to the roots. 

• OSU references: https://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/lawn

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/gardening/lawn
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Storing squash, onions, garlic, and potatoes
• Common to all is the need to harvest in good condition, at 

the right time, and store in the best place for them. 

• Within the crops, with the exception of garlic perhaps, 
there are better storing varieties and ones that don’t store 
as well.

• Avoid storing apples or other fruits with these crops. The 
ethylene that fruit gives off will degrade the quality of 
most stored vegetables.

• Check for decay and/or with potatoes, garlic, and onions, 
sprouting.

Storing potatoes
• Thicker skinned varieties store better 

than thin skinned ones.
• Stop watering potatoes about two 

weeks before harvest. Let foliage dry 
out.

• Harvest as gently as possible to avoid 
bruising. 

• Here is where it gets complicated. 
Some gardeners store spuds in slightly 
moist sand or sawdust. Others do not. 
Sprouting is a concern. So is 
shriveling. Keep them dark.

• In most cases, potatoes should be 
eaten before New Year’s day. A few 
fingerling and other varieties store 
longer. 
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Storing onions and garlic

• Both are a bit of a challenge. With onions, variety 
makes a big difference.  The sweet Spanish types 
store poorly, the more pungent onions store much 
better. Wait to harvest until the tops start to fall 
over. Don’t store with apples. 

• Both onions and garlic need cool to cold and dry. 
Garlic starts to grow in the fall and often does 
better kept dry and somewhat warm and cool and 
higher humidity. However, garlic mites are a 
problem in storage. They desiccate the clove.  If you 
have mites or even if you don’t, you can store 
separated cloves in the freezer and eliminate mite 
damage completely. 

Storing winter squash
• Most winter squash will store for 3-5 months in cool, dry 

conditions. Acorns are the shortest storage with some of 
the butternuts the best storing.

• Don’t wait until the first frost to harvest. You will lose 
squash to freezing. Don’t bruise when harvesting. After 
harvest, wipe surface of squash with a dilute 10% 
chlorine and water mixture. Let cure at room 
temperature for a week or so. Then put in a ……cool, dry 
place. 

• Look over the squash for decay and remove or use 
quickly if modest problem. You can peal, cut and freeze 
squash pieces for long term storage. They work well in 
most squash recipes. 

• Seek out squash varieties that say they have storage rot 
resistance. 
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Sounds of summer – crickets calling

• Crickets are part of summer. Male crickets start 
calling in the evening between August 5 and 
August 15. They continue until exhausted or it 
starts to get cool and rainy.

• Cricket females rate the males on their calls. 
Those with the most persuasive calls are chosen 
for mating. Male cricket separate themselves by 
about 20-30 feet, except for the young males that 
stay silent and wait for the exuberant older male 
to get eaten by a predator since they are easy to 
hone in on. Then the young males mate with the 
females that just had their choice turned into 
dinner.  Females lay up to 400 eggs.

Female field cricket: 
100000thingsofthepnw.com , 
a very cool website

What you may not know about corn (and why it matters)

• Current population of earth (7.7 billion). Predicted by 2050: 10 
billion!!

• Most plants have a photosynthetic process based on a certain 
way of using carbon dioxide, water, light, and oxygen to create 
carbohydrates. It is called the C-3 process.

• But some very important plants including corn, sorghum, 
sudan grass, pigweed (not so good) and others utilize a 
streamlined process called C-4. these plants use water 
significantly more efficiently and can withstand environmental 
heat and soil moisture stress. 

• For a changing climate and more mouths to feed, these plants 
will play a major role. If we could work out a way that they 
could capture nitrogen from the air like the legume bacteria 
do, we would greatly increase their efficiency even more. It is 
something to watch. 

• https://ripe.illinois.edu/blog/difference-between-c3-and-c4-
plants

https://ripe.illinois.edu/blog/difference-between-c3-and-c4-plants
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Hazardous waste collection day coming

• Saturday, August 27th from 8am to 2pm at the Transfer 
Station in St. Helens at 1601 Railroad Avenue

•Will take household quantities of pesticides, paints 
and stains, cleaners, old oil, brake fluid, etc. 

• For details, go to 
https://www.columbiacountyor.gov/departments/Soli
dWaste/household-hazardous-waste-1

https://www.columbiacountyor.gov/departments/SolidWaste/household-hazardous-waste-1

