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Willamette Valley Going Headlong into Hazelnuts
In 2008, grass seed
markets were strong,
Oregon growers were
producing the crop on
around 400,000 acres
and, as Bryan Ostlund,
administrator of three grass
seed commissions, said,
“The stars were lining up for
a great year.”
Then came the Great
Recession. Willamette Valley
farmland has not been the
same since.
At the time, less than
30,000 acres in the valley
were planted to hazelnuts.
Today, the valley is home
to around 78,000 acres of
hazelnuts, according to
Oregon State University
Extension Orchard Crops
Specialist Nik Wiman, with
more hazelnut trees going in
every year.
Grass seed acres,
meanwhile, which still
dominate the valley’s
landscape, have fallen from
a peak of around 440,000
acres in the early-2000s,
or nearly one-third of the
valley’s 1.5 million arable
acres, to around 320,000
acres today.
Ostlund, who is
administrator of the
Oregon tall fescue, ryegrass
growers and fine fescue seed
commissions, said grass seed
growers saw the writing
on the wall when the Great
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Oregon state University extension Orchard specialist nik
Wiman surveying a young hazelnut tree in an OsU research
orchard in Corvallis. Acres in hazelnuts has more than
doubled over the past decade in Oregon, growing to 78,000
acres today.

Recession shredded their
markets.
“That forced all of us to
learn a hard lesson about
how closely tied we are
to consumer markets,”
Ostlund said. “A lot of
growers realized that if
I’ve got the opportunity to
diversify, I need to do so.”
Today, Ostlund said, it
is unusual to find a grass
seed grower who hasn’t
diversified.
“You are hard pressed
anymore to find a grower
who hasn’t put in something
else,” Ostlund said.
“Generally, it is hazelnuts,
but other commodities are
going in as well. Anything
they can rotate in, change
some of those acres, they

InsIde:

have been doing on a pretty
standard basis.”
Home to approximately
220 different crops,
Willamette Valley farmland
has long gone through
changes as farmers adapt
to market fluctuations,
according to Jim Johnson,
land use and water planning
coordinator with the
Oregon Department of
Agriculture. “Historically,
grass seed wasn’t always
as predominant as it is
now,” he said. “There was
a lot more wheat in the
Willamette Valley in the
1960s. Then, in the 1970s
and 1980s, grass seed
replaced a lot of that.”
The current change,
however, seems more

significant, given that
planting a hazelnut orchard
that will be in production
for 40 or more years is a
much bigger commitment
than switching out one
annual crop for another.
Wiman, who
concentrates on hazelnuts
in his position as Extension
orchard specialist, said
interest in hazelnuts has
skyrocketed over the last
ten years.
At the Nut Growers
Society of Oregon,
Washington and British
Columbia’s annual winter
meeting, which is held
on the OSU campus,
attendance has increased
from about 400 ten years
ago to 1,100 this year. “We
have to turn away vendors,
because there is not enough
room for all of the people
that want to be a part of the
convention,” Wiman said.
At the society’s summer
tour, also held annually in
Oregon, attendance has
grown from a couple of
hundred ten years ago to
1,200 last summer.
Much of the acreage that
has come into hazelnut
production of late has been
in the poorly drained soils of
the south Willamette Valley,
Wiman said, soils that
formerly produced grass
seed.
“People are taking
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4-H Volunteers
Mentor with a Passion
In this issue of GROWING we will
honor two of Linn County Extension’s
most long-standing and loved
volunteers – Fay and Sherm Sallee.
We thank Clever Clovers 4-H Leader,
Jennifer Bradford for this story.
Almost 50 and 35 years ago,
respectively, Fay and Sherm Sallee
pledged to be 4-H volunteer leaders and
have since mentored youths and adults
with a passion, devotion and energy that
is unparalleled. We know them as our
humble 4-H Clever Clovers Club leaders,
who generously extend a smile and warm
welcome each time we come knocking on
their door. They teach us new skills, lead
us on fieldtrips, and arrange community
service projects. They are our mentors
and role models and have taught us
invaluable lessons that we will carry with
us throughout our lives. Their contagious
enthusiasm inspires us to pursue our
interests with zeal and to reach out to our
community to make our world a better
place. But their work extends far beyond
the four walls of their cozy home in Linn
County.
Fay and Sherm serve on numerous
state and county 4-H committees. They
serve as superintendents at county and
state fairs and have hosted numerous 4-H
youth day camps and public events such
as Family Adventure Day and Tree Day
at their family tree farm over the years.
They offer skills workshops, put together
educational displays, and act as resources
for OSU Extension and other clubs and
organizations statewide.
The Sallees’ efforts don’t end with
4-H, though. They share their zest for
life with another local group, the Oregon

Continued on Page 2

Join us at the Benton County extension open house on June 11. Linn County
Master Gardener Through the Garden Gate tour coming on June 15.

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/linn
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Who We Are

The Oregon State University Extension offices in Linn County and Benton
County offer practical, lifelong learning experiences. We sponsor conferences,
workshops, demonstrations, tours, and short courses. We recruit, train and
manage volunteers who assist us with community outreach and education.
Our Extension faculty and volunteers answer questions and give advice
by phone, in person, through e-mail, and on our Websites. We provide
brochures and flyers with specific information on a variety of subjects. We
are funded by a cooperative partnership between Oregon State University,
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and our local counties.

Office locations and hours

The Benton County office is located at 4077 SW Research Way in Corvallis.
Office hours are 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. Telephone: 541766-6750. Fax: 541-766-3549. http://extension.oregonstate.edu/benton.
The Linn County office is located at 33630 McFarland Rd (on the corner of
Old Highway 34 and McFarland Road), in Tangent. Office hours are from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. Phone 541-967-3871. Seed
Certification phone 541-967-3810. http://extension.oregonstate.edu/linn.

Program Staff Phone Numbers

Linn County 4-H Youth Development
Vacant
Linn County 4-H Youth Development
Andrea Leao
Benton County 4-H Youth Development Carolyn Ashton
Benton County 4-H Youth Development
Elli Korthuis
Benton County 4-H Natural Science and
Benton County Leader
Maggie Livesay
Field Crops*
Will Jessie
Linn & Benton County 4-H CYFAR*
Lindsay Walker
Livestock & Forages*
Shelby Filley
Dairy*
Jenifer Cruickshank
Small Farms*
Melissa Fery
Small Farms*
Amy Garrett*
Small Farms*
Teagan Moran
Small Farms & Groundwater Education*
Chrissy Lucas
Community Horticulture*
Brooke Edmunds
Community Horticulture*
Elizabeth Records
Forestry, Natural Resources*
Brad Withrow-Robinson
Forestry and 4-H Youth
Jody Einerson
Family & Community Health (FCH)*
Jeanne Brandt
FCH & SNAP Ed*
Tina Dodge Vera
SNAP Ed*
Brooke Jackson
SNAP Ed*
Paul Smith
SNAP Ed*
Vacant
EFNEP*
Monica Echeverri
* Multi-county assignment

541-730-3534
541-713-5000
541-713-5000
541-713-5000
541-730-3537
541-730-3539
541-672-4461
971-600-1222
541-730-3538
541-713-5000
541-713-5000
541-713-5009
541-730-3470
541-730-3471
541-967-3871
541-713-5000
541-730-3544
541-730-3541
541-713-5000
541-967-3871
541-713-5000
541-730-3542

still Time to Apply for LCeA Legacy scholarships
OSU Linn County Extension
Service will award two annual
$1,000 Legacy Scholarship Awards
for two successful applicants
currently residing in Linn County.
The scholarship is based on
residency in the geographical areas
served by Linn County Extension,
the applicant’s financial need, GPA

of 2.75 or higher, involvement in
4-H or other Extension programs,
community involvement, and/or
work experience. The deadline to
apply is June 1, 2019.
For more information and
application visit: https://extension.
oregonstate.edu/linn/lcea-legacyscholarships .

Administration and program support serving Linn County

Office specialist
Office specialist
Office manager & Linn County Leader
Seed certification

Laurie Gibson
JoLynn O’Hearn
Michele Webster
Tom Manning

541-248-1088
541-967-3871
541-248-1087
541-967-3810

Administration and program support serving Benton County
Office specialist
Office manager
Office specialist

Regional Director
GROWING editor

Kelly Cotter 541-713-5000
Liz McGovern 541-713-5000
Andrea Watson 541-713-5000
Richard Riggs 541-967-3871
Mitch Lies 541-967-3871

Oregon State University Extension Service offers educational programs,
activities and materials without discrimination based on race, color,
religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, age, marital status,
disability, disabled veteran or Vietnam-era veteran status. Oregon State
University Extension Service is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Reasonable
accommodations to persons with physical or mental disabilities will
be provided. Please notify the Extension office five working days prior
to the event you are interested in attending to request reasonable
accommodations.
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4-H Volunteers Mentor with a Passion
Continued from Page 1
Small Woodlands Association
(OSWA). Their decades-long
involvement and dedication have
helped create a robust Linn County
chapter. Sherm and Fay have served
in many capacities over the years,
but their most notable efforts include
publishing The Quarterly Bark, the
newsletter, which Sherm edited for
nearly 20 years, and conducting the
annual Tree Seedling Sale, which
the couple envisioned and launched
nearly 25 years ago.
The Sallees never think small.
Their vision for the Tree Seedling
Sale has united youth and
adult volunteers from the two
organizations that they love and
serve – 4-H and OSWA – in an
effort to promote public awareness

for the OSWA organization,
encourage member involvement
from both groups, provide service
opportunities for 4-H youth, and
raise funds for youth education.
The sale has been so popular and
successful that OSWA is able
to provide four $1,000 college
scholarships to Linn County students
studying forestry or a related field
and $1,600 for 4-H forestry awards
every year. They continue to share
their talents and knowledge serving
as resources for the Outdoor School
Forestry Ecology sessions and are
valued OSWA members.
It is no wonder that Fay and
Sherm were inducted into the 4-H
Hall of Fame in 2005 and recognized
by OSWA for their tireless efforts in

2013. Now, it is our turn to thank
Fay and Sherm for the amazing
labor of love that is their life’s
work. Thank you for leading and
mentoring us - youths and adults
alike. You have true servant’s hearts,
shying away from recognition and
never expecting anything in return.
You are a joy and a blessing to all
who are lucky enough to meet you.
Our lives would not be the same
without your positive influence
and continual encouragement. We
appreciate you!
Thank you, Fay and Sherm. On
the Linn County 4-H pages and
Forestry and Natural Resource pages
we will share memories from some
of the people whose lives have been
touched by Fay and Sherm.

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/benton

Brooke Edmunds
541-730-3470
brooke.edmunds@
oregonstate.edu

Garden Tool Lending Library
The Garden Tool Lending
Library in Corvallis started
its second year of operation
at the end of April, and will
continue through May. This
project is a collaboration
between St. Vincent de
Paul (SVdP) Food Pantry
and the Benton County
Master Gardener Association
(BCMGA). Community
members can borrow tools for
intervals of one week, and it’s
completely free! This service
is available to anyone over the
age of 18 who has completed a
Membership Application and
a Waiver and Indemnification
Form. OSU Extension Master
Gardener volunteers – who
will gladly answer any of your
gardening questions – staff
the Tool Library, with help
from SVdP volunteers.
Hand tools needed for
gardening—including
shovels, rakes, hoes, loppers,
clippers, hand saws, trowels,
and more—will help people
on a tight budget to grow
their own food while
minimizing expenditures.
Plans are in the works to
offer seeds, vegetable starts,
and containers for planting
in addition to the hand tools.
This project reduces the
need to purchase tools and

Community
Horticulture

Elizabeth Records
541-730-3471
elizabeth.records@
oregonstate.edu

encourages cooperation,
conservation and sharing of
knowledge and resources. The
Garden Hand Tool Lending
Library expands the efforts
of SVdP and BCMGA in
promoting self-sufficiency,
good nutrition and healthier
eating choices.
It all started last year,
when BCMGA approached
the SVdP Food Pantry about
establishing a Garden Tool
Lending Library, and a
collaboration was begun.
BCMGA has been teaching
beginning vegetable
gardening classes in Corvallis
for 5 years, through the
statewide Seed to Supper
Program (sponsored by the
Oregon Food Bank and OSU
Extension). The goal of the
Seed to Supper Program is
to promote health, increase
resilience and cultivate
community connectivity
among adults gardening
on a budget. The program

teaches low-income families
to grow their own produce,
and thereby, enables them to
eat a more healthy diet on a
limited budget. One challenge
beginning gardeners face
is having tools to prepare
a garden area and soil.
Providing a means by which
low-income people can access
gardening tools without
having to purchase them will
increase the likelihood of
reaching our goal.
The Tool Library will be
open on Friday afternoons,
from 2:30-4 p.m., May
3, 10, 17, and 24. We are
located at the St. Vincent de
Paul Food Pantry, 501 NW
25th St. in Corvallis. For more
information, please call 541286-4183.
We are also offering a
container vegetable giveaway
on May 18, from 9:30-11:30
a.m., at Garfield Elementary
School, 1205 NW Garfield
Ave., Corvallis. We will be
supplying tomato, pepper,
tomatillo, and herb starts,
as well as seeds, containers,
and soil for attendees to take
home with them. In addition,
Master Gardeners will be
on hand to answer your
gardening questions.

May-June Gardening

Calendar for Western Oregon
The Oregon State University Extension Service
encourages sustainable gardening practices.
Preventive pest management is emphasized over reactive pest
control. Identify and monitor problems before acting and opt
for the least toxic approach that will remedy the problem. The
conservation of biological control agents (predators, parasitoids)
should be favored over chemical controls.
Use chemical controls only when necessary and only after
thoroughly reading the pesticide label. First consider cultural, then
physical and biological controls. Choose the least-toxic options
(insecticidal soaps, horticultural oils, botanical insecticides, and
organic and synthetic pesticides — when used judiciously).
Trade-name products and services are mentioned as illustrations
only. This does not mean that the Oregon State University
Extension Service endorses these products and services or intends
to discriminate against products and services not mentioned.

May
Planning

• Prepare and prime irrigation system for summer.
• Use a soil thermometer to help you know when to plant
vegetables. Wait until the soil is consistently above 70 degrees
Fahrenheit to plant tomatoes, squash, melons, peppers and
eggplant.
• Place pheromone traps in apple trees to detect presence of
codling moth. Plan a control program of sprays, baits, or
predators when moths are found.

Maintenance and Clean Up

• If needed, fertilize rhododendrons and azaleas with acid-type
fertilizer. If established and healthy, their nutrient needs should
be minimal. Remove spent blossoms.
• When selecting new roses, choose plants labeled for resistance to
diseases. Fertilize roses and control rose diseases such as mildew
with a registered fungicide.

Planting/Propagation

• Plant dahlias, gladioli, and tuberous begonias in mid-May.

Continued on Page 4

Let Garland Nursery get you in the garden groove!
Enjoy 6 acres of:

· Perennials, Annuals, Trees & Shrubs
· Fruits, Vegetables & Herbs
· Gifts & Garden Supplies
· Houseplants & Bonsai
· Garden Art & Furniture

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/linn

5470 NE Hwy 20, Corvallis 97330
(541) 753-6601

GarlandNursery.com
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Garden Calendar continued from Page 3

Pest Monitoring and Management

Continued on Page 7

The OSU Extension Linn
County Master Gardeners’
20th Annual Garden Tour –
Through the Garden Gate – is
the best gardening event to
get inspiration for your own
garden oasis. Tour beautiful
private gardens around
Albany and Linn County. You
may start at any garden and
tour them in any order. More
gardens are added for this
20th year celebration and the
cost is still just $15.

From postage stamp
gardens to rolling parklike acres, there will be
something for everyone
on the tour to enjoy. The
garden owner and Master
Gardeners will be at each
garden to answer questions.
All funds raised directly
support gardening education
for adults and youth in Linn
County.
Tickets are available now at
www.LinnMasterGardeners.
com, the Albany Visitors
Center, and select local
nurseries.

Jesse Garcia works a table at
last year’s Through the Garden
Gate garden tour. The garden
owner and a Master Gardener
volunteer will be available
at each garden to answer
questions and offer resources
to visitors.

Plant Clinics Help with Garden Questions
By Elizabeth Records,
Master Gardener Program
Assistant
It’s gardening season!
Whether you’re a longtime
gardener or are new to growing
things, OSU Extension Master
Gardener Volunteers are here to
help you grow your best garden
yet and deal with garden
challenges.
Master Gardeners are
volunteers who complete a
specialized training program
and work as a team to help find
solutions to garden problems
for people in our community.
We are from all walks of life and
have widely varied gardening
interests and experiences.

help:
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• If an unknown plant problem occurs, contact your county Master
Gardener plant clinic, for identification and future management
options.
• Manage weeds while they are small and actively growing with
light cultivation or herbicides. Once the weed has gone to bud,
herbicides are less effective.
• Trap moles and gophers as new mounds appear.
• Leafrolling worms may affect apples and blueberries. Prune off
and destroy affected leaves.
• Monitor aphids on strawberries and ornamentals. If present,
control options include washing off with water, hand removal,
or using registered insecticides labeled for the problem plant.
Read and follow all label directions prior to using insecticides.
Promoting natural enemies (predators and parasitoids that eat or
kill insects) is a longer-term solution for insect control in gardens.
• Spittle bugs may appear on ornamental plants as foam on stems.
In most cases, they don’t require management. If desired, wash
off with water or use insecticidal soap as a contact spray. Read
and follow label directions when using insecticides, including
insecticidal soap.
• Control cabbage worms in cabbage and cauliflower, 12-spotted
cucumber beetles in beans and lettuce, and maggots in radishes.
Control can involve hand removal, placing barrier screen over
newly planted rows, or spraying or dusting with registered
pesticides, labeled for use on the problem plant. Read and follow
label directions when using insecticides.
• Tiny holes in foliage and shiny, black beetles on tomato, beets,
radishes, and potato indicate flea beetle attack. Treat with Neem,
Bt-s, or use nematodes for larvae. Read and follow label directions
when using insecticides.
• Prevent root maggots when planting cole crops (cabbage,
broccoli, collards and kale) by covering with row covers or
screens, or by applying appropriate insecticides.
• Monitor rhododendrons, azaleas, primroses and other broadleaf
ornamentals for adult root weevils. Look for fresh evidence of
feeding (notching at leaf edges). Try sticky trap products on plant
trunks to trap adult weevils. Protect against damaging the bark
by applying the sticky material on a 4-inch wide band of poly
sheeting or burlap wrapped around the trunk. Mark plants now

Saturday, June 15
10 a.m.-4 p.m.
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• Plant chrysanthemums for fall color.
• Plant these vegetables (dates vary locally; check with local
gardeners):
• Mid-May, plant or transplant: Snap and lima beans, Brussels
sprouts, cantaloupes, slicing and pickling cucumbers, dill,
eggplant, kale, peppers, pumpkins, summer and winter squash,
onions, potatoes, tomatoes, and watermelon.

Coming in June: 20th Annual
Through the Garden Gate Tour

Plant Identification
You are digging in the garden
and find an unfamiliar plant
that you did not put there. Will
it produce lovely flowers or
tasty food? Or will it prove to be
an invasive weed that takes over
your garden? Master Gardener
volunteers can help you find
out. Bring a sample of your
plant including a full branch or
stem with any leaves, flowers
and fruits that may be present.

Together we bring lifetimes of
collective garden knowledge
to solving plant problems with
research-based information.
Here are some scenarios where
Master Gardener volunteers can

Insect issues
You find a mystery insect
in the garden and wonder if it

Continued on Page 7

The Gardening Season Has Arrived
Your success is our number one priority!
Hanging Baskets | Vegetable Starts | Beekeeping
Fruits & Berries | Soil & Supplies
6600 SW Philomath Blvd, Corvallis
541-929-3524 | www.shonnards.com

Mon-Fri: 8 am - 7 pm | Sat: 8 am - 6 pm | Sun: 9 am - 6 pm
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I Grow Things That Remind Me of My southern Roots

a way for non-literate
people to read nature
I grew up in the small town
of West Point, Georgia, on the
banks of the Chattahoochee
River about 100 miles south
of Atlanta. My father was an
engineer, but he came from a
long line of farmers and loved
to garden. We had about half
an acre of fruit and vegetables,
which we enjoyed all summer.
His mother also lived with us
and she, too, liked to work in
the garden. I was their chief
assistant. My job was picking,
watering, and keeping an eye
out for pests. One of my fondest
memories is sitting with my
grandmother after I had been
out picking shelling beans or
peas for my mother to cook.
My grandmother had very little
education, but she knew how
to plant by the signs. When I
got older, I realized there was
nothing magical or superstitious
about these signs—they were a

way for non-literate people to
read nature to know when it was
time to plant or harvest various
crops. So, if you are in Georgia,
plant your sweet corn when the
wild dogwood is in full bloom.
a philodendron
named arthur
When I was deciding on a
major in college, I was drawn
to biology. I had to pick either
botany or zoology, and picked
botany. I figured at least I would
not have to chase my specimens.
I attended a small women’s’
college, which at the time, had a
very strict policy about students
going out at night unescorted,
with a male escort being much
preferred. I had a philodendron
named Arthur, which my
friends and I would list as an
escort on our sign-out forms.
Of course, we took Arthur with
us to theaters and concerts so as
not to be dishonest. Arthur was
cultured as well as cultivated.
In the early years of my career
as a forensic scientist, I lived
in apartments and could not
do much gardening. I always
managed to have at least a few
house plants. Later on, I bought
a small house with a large yard
near the San Francisco airport.
After years of deprivation, I
gardened frantically.
When I put the house on the
market, the real estate agent
went through the house and
made suggestions as to how to
stage it. Then I took her to the
back yard. It was a wonderland.
Didn’t have any trouble selling
that house even in 2009 when
the real estate market was in the
dumpster.

Cluckingham Palace
As I neared retirement,
I realized I had to do some
introspection to figure out what
I wanted to do with the rest of
my life. I had never been big
on introspection. Considering
what bubbles up on its own, I
was not keen on looking in there
on purpose. But I did it. To my
utter amazement, I discovered
that what would complete
my happiness was chickens.
CHICKENS. I decided to move
out in the country so as not to
have to deal with chicken laws. I
came up to look at properties in
this area.
After a couple of days of
trudging through very gloomy
places, I came to the place I am
now. I got out of the car and fell
in love. Lots of room to garden,
but not too much land to take
care of. Deer fence. But best of all
was the view—over a waterfowl
refuge pond with Mary’s Peak
framed perfectly between trees.
The real estate agent asked if I
wanted to see the house inside. I
just waved her off and said that if
it had indoor plumbing, we were
good.
So I got my chickens installed
in their fancy coop dubbed
Cluckingham Palace, and
they give as much joy as I had
hoped. After years of being
cross-examined in court by
lawyers, I find the chickens
to be refreshingly noble and
intelligent.
I grow some things that
remind me of my southern roots.
I have to have butter peas in the
summer and turnip greens in the
winter. I also have a sweetshrub,
Calycanthus albus. They grow
brown flowers that look like
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Master Gardener profile
series: Susan Morton
Susan Morton brings the
wit and wisdom of her career
as a forensic scientist to
her endeavors as a Master
Gardener. Whether she’s
playing the role of “Bee Czar”
in organizing the Beevent
Pollinator Conference, teaching
new gardeners to grow produce
on a budget in Seed to Supper,
or serving on the board of the
Linn County Master Gardener
Association, Susan always
shares a dry and delightful
sense of humor. Susan has been
a Linn County Master Gardener
since 2011 and shared her story
in winter, 2018.

susan Morton on her trusty
riding lawn mower.

loafer tassels and smell like
Jergens hand lotion. Actually, it
is the other way around. Jergens
Lotion is scented the shrub’s
flowers. When I was growing
up, everybody had a sweetshrub
planted by their trash cans.
Trash cans do not smell nice
during August in Georgia. The
shrubs were supposed to mask
some of the aroma.
Master Gardeners
& Seed to Supper
As soon after I moved in as
my life permitted, I became a
Master Gardener, and have made
wonderful new friends. I find
helping others to enjoy their
gardens as much as I enjoy mine
gives me great satisfaction. I
also like to think I am keeping
pesticide use down by showing
people better ways to manage
their gardens. Seed to Supper
is the type of program that is
the reason I became a Master
Gardener. Life has been good to
me, and I want to give something
back and to help those who have
not been as fortunate as I have.

Postscript
Now I am supposed to tell
something astonishing about
myself. Well, I have already
confessed that I dated a
philodendron in college. Not
sure what I can say to top that,
but I will give it a try:
• I have been to Antarctica,
Pago Pago, Timbuktu, and
Tbilisi, among many other
unlikely places;
• I have driven a locomotive;
• I spent an afternoon
appearing before the Supreme
Court of the Federal Republic
of Nigeria impersonating a
barrister;
• I single-handedly destroyed
communism in Russia by
explaining to a Russian
housewife the benefits
of having shopkeepers
competing for her rubles
rather than getting a salary,
paid out of her taxes, whether
they sell anything or not. The
Soviet Union fell two years
later;
• I won a Russian speaking
contest in St. Petersburg. No
idea what I said since I do
not speak Russian. I may be
engaged to be married. In my
defense, several vodka toasts
had taken place before the
contest.
Seed to Supper is a
comprehensive six-week
beginning gardening course that
gives novice, adult gardeners the
tools and confidence they need
to successfully grow a portion
of their own food on a limited
budget. Visit https://extension.
oregonstate.edu/mg/linnbenton/seed-supper to learn
more.

GARDEN STORE AND NURSERY
Potting Soil • Fertilizer • Organic Amendments • Hydroponics • Greenhouses • Fans and Equipment
Propagation Supplies • Seeds • Compost Tea • Plants • Pots and Containers • Much More!!
2600 Ferry St. Albany, 97322
541-928-3431 • (Across from Albany Rental)

34021 Holiday St. Albany, 97321
541-981-2637 • (4 Miles East of Corvallis, On Hwy 34)

samuraigrowersupply.com
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/linn
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Family and Community
Health

Jeanne Brandt
541-730-3544
jeanne.brandt@
oregonstate.edu

Tina Dodge Vera
541-730-3541
tina.dodge@
oregonstate.edu

Preserving Asparagus
Freezing
Frozen asparagus retains
both color and flavor better
than canned asparagus.
Select young,
tender stalks with
compact tips. Wash
thoroughly and
sort according to
thickness of stalk.
Cut off and discard
any tough portions of

stalks. Leave spears in lengths
to fit the package or cut into
2-inch lengths. Blanch
in boiling water, 2
minutes for small
spears and 2-inch
asparagus lengths,
3 minutes for
medium spears
and 4 minutes for
large spears. Cool
promptly in ice water

for the same length of time you
blanched the asparagus. Change
water as it becomes discolored
or begins to warm up.
Pack into airtight freezer
containers or bags, leaving no
headspace. Alternatively, freeze
individual spears on a cookie
sheet or tray. When frozen, pack
spears in freezer containers or
bags and remove as much air as
possible. Seal, label, date and

Food Preservation classes offered in Lyons
Want to learn about methods of food
preservation, but Tangent seems a little
far away? We will be offering classes “up
the canyon” this summer. Classes will
be taught by MFP volunteer Diane Hyde,
and will be held at the Santiam Valley
Grange, 1030 5th St, Lyons. Classes are
held on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to noon.
• June 22 – Jams, Jellies and Pie Fillings
• June 29 – Fruits: canning, Drying and
Freezing
• July 13 – Pickling and Fermenting
Garden Produce
• July 27 – Canning Tomatoes & Salsas

• August 17 – Using a Pressure Canner
Safely to Preserve Low-Acid Meats,
Fish and Vegetables
Cost is $10 per person, per class,
which includes hands on food
preservation and jars to take home.
There is an option to attend for free
for information only. No hands on or
samples to take home.
Please pre-register to reserve your
spot and allow food purchase planning.
Call or text Diane at 503-859-2517.

Use Only Tested Recipes, Methods and
equipment for Canning at Home
What does a ‘tested recipe’ mean?
It is one where we have documented
research that shows the final product will
be safe to store and consume. The data
comes from a food testing laboratory and,
in the case of home canning, involves
measuring the temperature of product
in all parts of the jar while it is being
process in a canner to make sure the food
is heated sufficiently and checking the
acidity levels of the product and specific
recipe to make sure the recommended
processing method or type of canner is
appropriate. Mathematical models are
used to understand heat penetration
and estimate pathogen death in foods
processed in a steam, boiling water or
pressure canner.
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Because of the complexity of
gathering the data needed to prove
safety, laboratories doing the research
to support safe home food preservation
methods are done on university
campuses, such as the work that has been
done by the National Center for Home
Food Preservation at the University of
Georgia. The National Center periodically
updates the USDA Complete Guide to
Home Canning and conducts separate
research in support of safe home food
preservation.
Websites such as Pinterest, celebrity
chefs, cookbooks, magazines, and
newspaper articles cannot be counted

Continued on Page 17

freeze the product. There is no
need to thaw frozen asparagus
before cooking, just add the
pieces to your stir-fry or pasta
as it finishes cooking so they are
heated through.
https://www.canr.msu.edu/
resources/michigan_fresh_
asparagus
Pickling
Pickling is another popular

way to preserve asparagus. Each
jar in a batch of pickles can be
different by changing the spices
or adding a sliced hot pepper,
some dill, basil, or garlic, and
will still be safe as long as the
brine ingredients and processing
steps are not altered.
https://s3.wp.wsu.edu/
uploads/sites/2062/2015/05/
Pickled-Asparagus.pdf

OSU EXTENSION SERVICE | LINN & BENTON COUNTY

Food
Preservation

2019 Hands-On Classes
Tuesdays in July

• July 9 or August 8
Fruits, jams, & pie fillings

OR

• July 16 or August 15
Canning & dehydrating vegetables
and meats
• July 23 or August 22
Preserving Tomatoes & "The Laws
of Salsa
• July 30 or August 29
Pickling: Fermented and quick
pickles

Thursdays in August
6-9pm
Held at:
Linn County Extension
33630 McFarland Road
Tangent, OR 97389
541-967-3871
Cost is $18 per class or $60
for the series of 4 classes
Pre-registration is required at

https://beav.es/ZiL
Oregon State University Extension Service prohibits discrimination in all its programs, services, activities, and
materials on the basis of age, color, disability, familial or parental status, gender identity or expression, genetic
information, marital status, national origin, political beliefs, race, religion, reprisal, sex, sexual orientation, veteran’s
status, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. Program
accommodation requests related to a disability should be made by calling 541-967-3871 or
jolynn.ohearn@oregonstate.edu.

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/benton

Be a Food Hero and Give MOM a day Off!
Use Food Hero as your go-to
site for quick, tasty, healthy
recipes and helpful tips to give
your food preparer a day off.
Whether you’re a beginner or a
pro, you’ll find something new
for your family to enjoy.
Looking for ideas? Visit
www.foodhero.org. You can
search by meal type!
What’s on the menu for
breakfast: https://foodhero.
org/recipes/categories/41
• Breakfast burritos and
Yogurt sundaes?
• Fruity French toast casserole
and Garden veggie cakes?
• Apple spice baked oatmeal

and Tofu scramble?
What’s on the menu for
lunch: Soup https://foodhero.
org/recipes/categories/45 and
salad https://foodhero.org/
recipes/categories/1425
• Easy skillet chili and Fruit
and nut slaw?
• Chicken enchilada soup and
Radish and cucumber salad?
• West African peanut soup
and Spring green salad?
What’s on the menu for
dinner: https://foodhero.org/
recipes/categories/44
• Cheesy beef Pasta?

• Chicken and dumpling
casserole?
• Fish tacos?
What’s on the menu for
dessert: https://foodhero.org/
recipes/categories/48
• Almond rice pudding?
• Baked cinnamon chips with
berry sauce?
• Fabulous fig bars?

Plant Clinics Help with Garden Questions continued from Page 4
is going to harm your plants
or be a helpful pollinator or a
useful predator of insect pests.
A dozen insects appear in your
garage, and you don’t know if
they are a simple nuisance or
are likely to feed on you, your
pets or your home. Master
Gardeners can help identify
insects and suggest how
to manage them! Bring the
insect in a sealed jar, or a high
resolution photo of the insect
on a pale colored background,
next to a ruler or coin so we can
tell the size.
Gardening guidance
Just starting your first veggie
garden and wondering when to
plant, or what varieties do well
in your location? Want to make
your garden more sustainable
by using less water, attracting
more pollinators or using fewer
chemicals? Short on space but
excited to grow fresh herbs
or salads on your windowsill?
Whatever your gardening
goals, Master Gardeners can
help you find research-based
information to get the most
from your garden.
Diagnosis and
recommendations
Your previously healthy
plant suddenly wilts. Brown
spots appear in your grass. A
tree that produced lots of fruit
in the past stops setting fruit.

Master Gardener volunteers
can help figure out what is
going on and decide what to
do next for best results. Bring
samples and/or photos that
show the problem and also the
surrounding area.
Get the most out of
plant clinic
• Be ready to answer questions
that will help Master
Gardeners hone in on the
source of your problem so
we can provide the best
advice possible. Master
Gardeners might ask, “how
long has this problem been
going on?” and “Are all of
the similar plants affected, or
just one?” “What treatments
have already been attempted
to remedy this situation?”
• Bring good samples – you
can always call us for
suggestions to bring the
most helpful samples.
• Master Gardeners cannot
answer questions about
State or Federally controlled
plants, identify mushrooms,
or offer medical advice. We
are pleased to assist with all
your other garden questions
to the best of our ability.
• Sometimes we may need
input from other team
members or horticulture
faculty to resolve your
question. Be ready to share
an email or phone number

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/linn

if we need to do some extra
research and follow up.
• Have fun and enjoy your
garden, even when things
don’t go as you expected!
Plant Clinics near you!
• Find us at your local office
most weekdays from 9-12
and 1-4. Email or leave a
phone message anytime
- Benton County
4077 SW Research Way,
Corvallis, OR 97333
Call with your question:
(541) 766-6750
Email your question and
any photos to: bentonmg@
oregonstate.edu
- Linn County
33630 McFarland Road,
Tangent, OR 97389
Call with your question:
541-967-3871
Email your question &
any photos to: linn.mg@
oregonstate.edu
• Find a Pop Up Plant Clinic
at a garden center, farmers
market, or community
event near you. See our
calendar for locations and
schedule: https://extension.
oregonstate.edu/mg/
benton/take-gardeningclass
• Find us on Ask an Expert:
https://ask.extension.org/
Ask a question anytime,
from anywhere with internet
access.

Garden Calendar continued from Page 4
and manage with beneficial nematodes when soil temperatures
are above 55 degrees Fahrenheit. If root weevils are a consistent
problem, consider removing plants and choosing resistant
varieties (PDF).
• Control slugs with bait or traps and by removing or mowing
vegetation near garden plots.
• Monitor blueberry, raspberry, strawberry and other plants that
produce soft fruits and berries for Spotted Wing Drosophila
(SWD). Learn how to monitor for SWD flies and larval infestations
in fruit.

JunE
Planning

• Construct trellises for tomatoes, cucumbers, pole beans, and
vining ornamentals.

Maintenance and clean up

• Prune lilacs, forsythia, rhododendrons, and azaleas after
blooming.
• Fertilize vegetable garden 1 month after plants emerge by side
dressing alongside rows.
• Harvest thinnings from new plantings of lettuce, onion, and
chard.
• Pick ripe strawberries regularly to avoid fruit-rotting diseases.
• Use organic mulches to conserve soil moisture in ornamental
beds. An inch or two of sawdust, barkdust, or composted leaves
will minimize loss of water through evaporation.
• After normal fruit drop of apples, pears and peaches in June,
consider thinning the remainder to produce a crop of larger fruit.
• Make sure raised beds receive enough water for plants to avoid
drought stress.
• Mid-June: If green lawns are being maintained through the
summer, apply 1 pound nitrogen per 1,000 square feet to lawns.
• If green lawn is desired, frequent watering is necessary during
periods of heat and drought stress. Irrigate 0.25 inches four to six
times per week from June through August. Measure your water
use by placing an empty tuna can where your irrigation water
lands.

Planting/propagation
• Plant dahlias and gladioli.

Pest monitoring and management

• First week: Spray cherry trees for cherry fruit fly, as necessary, if
fruit is ripening.
• First week: Spray for codling moth in apple and pear trees, as
necessary. Continue use of pheromone traps for insect pest detection.
• Learn to identify beneficial insects and plant some insectary
plants (e.g. Alyssum, Phacelia, coriander, candytuft, sunflower,
yarrow, dill) to attract them to your garden. Check with local
nurseries for best selections. For more information, seeEncouraging Beneficial Insects in Your Garden(PNW 550).
• Blossoms on squash and cucumbers begin to drop; this is nothing
to worry about. Cherries may also drop fruit; this is not a major
concern.
• Monitor azaleas, primroses and other broadleaf ornamentals for
adult root weevils. Look for fresh evidence of feeding (notching
at leaf edges). Try sticky trap products on plant trunks to trap
adult weevils. Protect against damaging the bark by applying the
sticky material on a 4-inch wide band of poly sheeting or burlap

Continued on Page 8
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Willamette Valley Going Headlong into Hazelnuts
Continued from Page 1
Photo by Mitch Lies

grass seed fields out, putting
in drainage tile and planting
nuts,” Wiman said. “(The
installation of drainage tile) is
opening up a lot more ground
for the industry.”
Interestingly, Wiman said,
planting has occurred at such a
rapid rate that there are more
nonbearing hazelnut acres in
Oregon than bearing acres.
Oregon is home to about 51,000
acres of nonbearing hazelnut
trees, and just 27,000 bearing
acres, he said.
Typically, Wiman said, it
takes four years before a tree
starts to bear nuts and 10 to
12 years for a tree to reach
mature bearing. That time
frame is shrinking, however, as
agronomic practices evolve and
new varieties come on board
with shorter nonbearing stages.
“Almost everything is going
in on drip irrigation, and that is
making a difference in how fast
the trees grow,” Wiman said.
“And then the nutrition that we
are providing for the trees has
evolved to where all of these
products are now tree-nut
specific that push the growth of
trees. So, people are getting to
harvest much earlier than they
used to.
“Also, some of the new
varieties produce very well,”
Wiman said.
Several factors are
influencing grower decisions to
go into hazelnuts, but the big
one is simply price. Growers

sights like this, with young hazelnut trees in nonbearing stage
growing on former grass seed ground, are common in the south
Willamette Valley.

can get a good per-acre return
on investment in hazelnuts.
Still, the investment can be
considerable, given the cost
for establishing an orchard –
approximately $1,500 per acre
– and the lag time from when
trees are planted to when they
begin bearing nuts.
There also are extensive
equipment needs, unless one
opts to job out harvest to
custom harvesters, something
many small farmers today are
considering.
“Especially because
hazelnuts are mechanically
harvested, there is a lot
of specialized equipment
required, and it takes quite a
good size orchard to be able
to justify paying off the cost

of the equipment,” Wiman
said. “There are a lot of small
farms that will probably never
be able to pay for their own
equipment.”
The fact that hazelnuts
are doing as well as they are
in Oregon, in some respects,
has everything to do with
Oregon State University, and,
specifically, the OSU hazelnut
breeding program. Backed
by industry funding, the
university’s breeding program
helped the industry overcome
a significant threat from the
fungal plant disease eastern
filbert blight. The disease,
which spread south from Clark
County, Washington, to Lane
County over four decades
from when it was first noticed

in 1968, dramatically altered
production practices, forcing
growers to aggressively treat
orchards with fungicides and
pruning. Many orchardists
simply abandoned the crop.
Then, in 2008, OSU released
the first variety with genetic
resistance to the disease.
“When the breeding program
started releasing varieties
that are resistant to eastern
filbert blight, that changed
everything,” Wiman said.
“We have a good selection
of varieties now that have
resistance, and they really are a
game changer.”
Today, nearly all hazelnut
trees in Oregon have resistance
to eastern filbert blight. Still,
Wiman said, the threat is not
extinguished.
“We have only one
population of eastern filbert
blight here, which was
accidentally introduced likely
in the late 1950s,” Wiman said.
“But out East, there are more
populations that can overcome
the resistance that we have
in our varieties. So, we are
still worried about possible
accidental introductions
happening again. So, we are
still trying to improve the
trees.”
On the upside, if a new
strain does make its way to
Oregon, growers should be
better prepared to live with it.
“When we first got hit by it,
we didn’t know anything about

Oregon is no. 1
in Hazelnuts
According to the Oregon
Department of Agriculture,
Oregon produces nearly
all the nation’s supply of
hazelnuts.
Marion County is the top
producing county, followed
by Yamhill, Clackamas,
Washington, Lane and Polk.
About 60 percent of
Oregon’s hazelnut crop is
exported, with China and
Europe being Oregon’s
largest export markets.
Hazelnuts became
Oregon’s Official State Nut
in 1989.
The Nut Growers Society
of Oregon, Washington and
British Columbia’s 2019
Summer Tour and Trade
Show will be held July 31,
at the Linn County Expo
Center, 3700 Knox Butte
Road, Albany, with the
trade show starting at 7:30
a.m. The tour schedule had
yet to be announced as of
press deadline.
managing it, and very little
was known about the fungus
itself,” Wiman said. “So, in that
regard, I think we will be in
better shape if it happens again.
At least now we know how to
manage eastern filbert blight
with fungicides and pruning.”

Garden Calendar continued from Page 4

•
•
•
•

wrapped around the trunk. Mark plants now and manage root weevils with beneficial
nematodes when soil temperatures are above 55 degrees Fahrenheit. If root weevils are
a consistent problem, consider removing plants and choosing resistant varieties.
Control garden weeds by pulling, hoeing, or mulching.
Control aphids on vegetables as needed by hosing off with water or by using insecticidal soap or a registered insecticide.
Watch for 12-spotted beetles on beans, cucumbers and squash and cabbage worms or
flea beetles in cole crops (cabbage, broccoli, Brussels sprouts). Remove the pests by
hand or treat with registered pesticides.
Birch trees dripping a sticky fluid from their leaves means that aphids are present.
Control as needed.
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• Use yellow sticky traps to monitor for cherry fruit fly. About 1 week after the first fly is
caught, spray cherries at appropriate intervals.
• Last week: Second spray for codling moth in apple and pear trees, as necessary.
• Continue monitoring blueberry, strawberry, cherry and other plants that produce
soft fruits and berries for Spotted Wing Drosophila (SWD). If SWD are present, use an
integrated and least toxic approach to manage the pests. To learn how to monitor and
manage SWD.

Houseplants and Indoor Gardening

• Move houseplants outdoors for cleaning, grooming, repotting and summer growth.

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/benton

Groundwater
Protection Education

Chrissy Lucas
541-713-5009
chrissy.lucas@
oregonstate.edu

nitrate: Is It Hiding in your Well Water?

What are sources of
nitrate?
Plant fertilizer is a

Why should I be
concerned about nitrate?
The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency has a
maximum contaminant
level for nitrate at 10
parts per million. If your
personal water supplies test
over 5 parts per million,
learn the potential health
effects for your personal
situation. High levels of
nitrate can cause health
problems, including
methemoglobinemia,
commonly known as “blue
baby syndrome.” In short,
nitrate interferes with the
blood’s ability to carry
oxygen to body tissues. This
can be an acute condition
in which the baby’s health
deteriorates rapidly in a
span of a few days. It can
cause shortness of breath,
increased susceptibility to
illness, heart attacks, and

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/linn

even death by asphyxiation.
Older children and adults
are able to withstand higher
levels of nitrate, however,
there have been reports that
nitrates could potentially
be linked to gastrointestinal
cancer.
How can nitrates reach
my private water supply?
Nitrate is very soluble,
and does not bind with soil.
Once past the root zone,
nitrate will move rapidly
with water to the aquifer.
How can I tell if my water
has nitrate in it?
The one way to know for
sure is to have your water
tested because nitrate is
colorless, tasteless, and
odorless. The OSU Extension
Service offers free nitrate
screenings in the Linn
and Benton County offices
during business hours. Bring
a 1/2 cup of untreated water
in any clean container.
The test takes about 10
minutes, and can be done
while you wait. You can
also use a private laboratory
to have the water tested.
Visit http://wellwater.
oregonstate.edu/water-tests
to find a lab near you.
What can be done if
nitrate is in my water?
Reverse osmosis as a
whole home or point of use
system is the best method
for nitrate removal. Nitrate
is not absorbed through the
skin, so you only need to
treat water used for cooking
and drinking.

nitrate screening is a free test that can be done at either Linn or
Benton County extension offices, or you can watch for clinics like
this to pop up in your community. The test takes about 10 minutes
and can be done while you wait.

Photo PRovided by chRissy Lucas

What is nitrate (nO3-)?
Nitrate is the simplest
form of nitrogen that occurs
in the natural environment.
They are essential nutrients
for plants, which absorb
them from soil. The excess
nitrate not used by the plants
are carried through the soil
to ground water in a process
called “leaching.” Once the
nitrate is moved with the
water past the root zone,
it remains there until it is
pumped back through the
water system, moves in the
aquifer to a new location,
or is removed by water
treatment techniques.

common source of nitrates
in the Southern Willamette
Valley. It is important
to follow fertilization
directions, and remember
that while the right amount
is good, over fertilization
is a waste of resources
that the plants can’t use
and contributes to water
contamination. Human and
animal wastes are also a
contributor to nitrate issues.
Large manure piles should
be covered during the rainy
season to prevent leaching.
Septic systems are important
to maintain regularly to
ensure that waste is being
broken down and treated
appropriately. All septic
tanks need to be pumped on
a regular basis.

Photo PRovided by chRissy Lucas

The best protection
against contaminants
harming your family’s
water supply is having an
annual checkup of your
water well system (visit
http://wellowner.org/
water-well-maintenance/
annual-checkup/ for
more information). Yearly
screenings for Nitrate
and Coliform Bacteria
are part of being a well
owner. Additional tests
are suggested in special
circumstances – floods,
heavy rainfalls, known
chemical spills – to ensure
that you always have safe
drinking water. After last
month’s flooding, this is a
great time to get your water
tested.
Nitrate contamination
is a known problem in
many areas of the Southern
Willamette Valley.

You can collect your water sample in any clean container. Only 1/2
cup of water is needed to perform the test.
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Commercial Agriculture
Field Crops
Crop notes – May/June
General management
• Seed certification: Submit paperwork for spring plantings,
overseeding, and modified land history within 60 days of
planting. Remember to use the on-line sample certificates.
• Look for a notice on the timing of above-ground use of zinc
phosphide for 2017, which is usually at the start of May.
Grass
• Control broadleaf weeds in spring-planted grasses when
weeds are small. E.g. treat sharppoint fluevellin when
“dime-sized” or herbicide control will be reduced (including
Callisto, Huskie and tankmixes with these compounds).
• Complete plant growth regulator applications on grasses.
Avoid high rates and later timing on stressed fields.
• Finish rust control sprays on grass seed crops. Be sure to
check Pre-Harvest Intervals and feeding restrictions of
fungicides before last use.
• Apply final Bravo application on orchardgrass before
flowering. Spraying after this period is not cost-effective.
• Measure seed moisture 3-5 days ahead of expected cutting
date to predict when to swath grass seed crops. See table
insert and OSU Extension publication EM 9012 for more
information.
Wheat
• Control septoria on winter wheat at flag leaf emergence
(Feeks GS8). Make use of SDHI chemistry at this timing to
combat septoria fungicide resistance, but be aware SDHIs are
not an effective rust control.
• Use mixed modes of action (triazole + strobilurin, such as
Quilt) to control stripe rust on winter wheat. Triazoles will
kill the stripe rust and strobes will provide longer protection.
• Most years there is no economic advantage to fungicide
applications once heading is reached.
• Keep an eye out for sharp eyespot – typical symptoms include
lodging and eyespot legions on the lower stem, with white
heads developing in June. If found during scouting please be
in touch with Chris Mundt.
• Scout wheat fields for cereal leaf beetle larvae and apply
insecticides only if the threshold level is reached (average of 1
larvae per flag leaf).
• Finish weed control in spring-planted small grains. Pay
particular attention to herbicide labels with respect to small
grain growth stages.
Mint
• N uptake of peppermint peaks in May to early June. Supply
175 lbs N/ac by mid-May, with a total of 200-250 lbs N/ac
over spring and summer.
• Scout mint fields for insect pests such as loopers and
cutworms.

Continued on Page 17
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Will Jessie
541-730-3537
william.jessie@
oregonstate.edu

International Herbage seed
Group Industry day
This year’s Hyslop Field
Day on May 15, will be
part of the International
Herbage Seed Group’s
(IHSG) Industry Day. The
IHSG is an organization
dedicated to improving
our understanding of the
science and technology of
grass and forage legume seed
production. First started
in 1987, these conferences

allow seed crop producers,
researchers, and industry
members to gather and share
the latest developments in
seed crop production – from
agronomy and machinery to
varietal improvement and
crop physiology. The day
will include international
keynote speakers at LaSells
Stewart Center, visits
to agronomic trials, an

equipment show, and a
catered lunch at Hyslop
Research Farm. This is a
great opportunity to learn
the latest in seed production
from our international
colleagues. Registration is
required and the cost is $75.
Register by May 8 at
the IHSG website https://
ihsg2019.org/registration/.

seed Head Maturity and Moisture Testing
By Will Jessie, Field Crops
extension Agent Linn,
Benton and Lane counties
As we head toward
harvest, keep in mind your
plans for checking seed
moisture before swathing.
Seed moisture content is
still the best indicator of
optimal harvest timing for
grass seed crops. Although
seasoned seed growers may
develop an eye for the best
swathing time, taking an
accurate measurement of
seed moisture content is a
very worthwhile endeavor
with substantial economic
impact. The difference
between a few percentages
of seed moisture can mean
hundreds of pounds either
on the ground, or in the bag.
Gravel ridges or low-lying
areas of the field are certain
to have visual differences
in maturity, but getting
a representative sample
from the field is critical to

knowing the best time to
begin swathing operations.
A few days before
you expect to begin
swathing, sample several
representative parts of
each field to determine
which fields will be ready
first. Keep the samples
in an airtight container
and away from heat until
you can process them.
Detailed sampling and
processing guides are
available on the OSU
Extension website EM9012
Using Seed Moisture as a
Harvest Management Tool
(https://catalog.extension.
oregonstate.edu/search/
content/em%209012),
or contact your county
agent to get a copy. Seed
moisture can drop quickly
within just a few days, so
your strategy for cutting
fields is important as well.
For example, if you start
swathing annual ryegrass at
the optimum seed moisture

of 45 percent, but it takes
you a week to cut all your
fields, you could be cutting
your last field at 24 percent
moisture and end up with
a light truck and a bumper
volunteer crop. If you’re in
this type of situation, it may
be best to start a bit early
rather than end up way
too late. Maturity is highly
variable both within and
among fields, which makes
it all the more worthwhile
to identify the stages of each
field so you can make the
best of this busy season.

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/benton

Commercial Agriculture
Shelby Filley
541-672-4461
shelby.filley@
oregonstate.edu

Commerical Agriculture
Livestock and Forages

Time to Make Hay
If everything went your
way this year, you might
have already hayed your
fields. Excellent! In case you
haven’t gotten your hay
harvested yet, this month’s
article is a compilation of
tips and information on the
topic. Here’s to a good crop!
The first set of tips can be
found in a publication called
Haymaking on the Westside,
by Steven C. Fransen and
Michael R. Hackett. The
publication starts with the
following.
Myths and
misconceptions surround
hay production west of the
Cascade Mountains. Among
them are: “Hay cannot be
made on the west side,”
“First cutting hay is likely
not fit for man nor beast,”
“Good hay cannot be made
in May or June,” and “The
only sure time to make hay is
after July 4.” Unfortunately,
these and other myths
continue to plague
successful hay production in
the region. However, reality
indicates good quality hay
can be produced on the west
side with proper knowledge,
skills, equipment, storage,
and perhaps a bit of luck.
Aside from luck, this
publication provides insights
on the other issues of west
side hay production.
Sections of the
publication contain pictures
and details on several points
of discussion. Here is a list of
the topics and a sentence or
two from those sections:
• Relationship of plant
components with forage

•

•

•

•

crop selection (Successful
production of hay bales
begins in the field with
adapted perennial forage
crops)
Moisture and forage
changes in the field
(Moisture {water} content
of the hay prior to baling
is critical.)
Strategies for hay
harvesting (weather,
grazing, cutting,
equipment)
Going to the field (Let’s
assume the weather
service is forecasting
dry, sunny conditions
for the next two weeks
in May or June—don’t
believe this; long-range
forecasts are based on
computer models and can
be unreliable. Estimate
how much hay you can
bale and remove from the
field in one evening, 3
or 4 days from now, and
that is how much you cut
today.)
What to do if the hay
gets rained on before
baling (Hopefully you’re
wondering, “What do
I do if my forage does
get rained on before it
is baled?” That’s a great

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/linn

question. The answer is
simple. Wet forage must
be moved frequently.
After the top of the swath
or windrow dries, get the
tedder out and quickly
ted the forage to a drier
area.)
• Post baling and hay
storage (Long-term hay
storage on the west side
will require the hay to be
greater than 88 percent
DM {less than 12 percent
moisture}. If moisture
content at baling is too
high, the entire bale
stack can become a block
of mold spores unfit for
livestock consumption
and a potential fire
hazard.)
Hopefully, this “sample”
of the publication has
whetted your appetite
for the entire piece. You
can request copies of
Haymaking on the Westside
from the Extension Office
or access it free on-line at
http://cru.cahe.wsu.edu/
CEPublications/eb1897/
eb1897.pdf
More on hay fires and how
to measure moisture in the
windrows and in the bales
can be found in a really good
publication called Hay Fires
Prevention and Control.
You can request copies
from the Extension Office
or access it free on-line
at http://nasdonline.org/
document/917/d000758/
hay-fires-prevention-andcontrol.html.

Farm safety Tip –
Hay Harvest safety
By Tim Stock, OsU Integrated Plant Protection Center
Harvesting hay can be very dangerous: A 61-year-old catches his
sweatshirt in a hay baler and is killed. A 43-year-old farmer catches
his arm in the PTO of a self-unloading wagon. The amputated arm
cannot be reattached because it is mangled too badly. A 57-year-old
man dies of internal injuries when caught in a hay baler. A 50-yearold is crushed to death by a load of hay that topples from a farm
wagon as a flat tire is being changed. An 18-year-old falls into the
beaters of a self-unloading wagon. Almost two hours go by before
the victim is found.
Fatigue increases stress levels and encourages us to take
dangerous shortcuts. Often, a break in the weather for getting the
hay down, dried and baled is way too small – but it has to be done.
The window for getting the best quality hay may be very narrow.
You are tempted to push, push, push to beat the weather, the weevil
or the wilt. Many serious injuries and deaths occur on farms at just
such a time.
Remember, no crop, no matter how large or valuable, is worth
an unnecessary injury or death. Careless operation that saves time
but endangers workers is foolish. Slow down and use some common
sense. Here are some tips to be safe at harvest time:
• Read the operator’s manual (again). Haying equipment is used
only during the summer, giving you nearly a year to forget the
safety warnings.
• Keep yourself alert during harvest season: Drink plenty of
liquids, eat regular meals, get enough sleep, and take breaks.
• Make sure all guards and shields are in place on all your
harvesting equipment.
• NEVER try to unplug the baler until you have disengaged the
power take-off, shut off the tractor engine, and put the ignition
key in your pocket.
• For conventional balers, remember the flywheel keeps the
machine operating for a considerable time after power is
disengaged. Never work on a baler until the fly wheel has
completely stopped.
• For round balers, Make sure twine is properly threaded and the
twine arm is adjusted and in good working condition. Do not
feed twine by hand into the baler.
• With forage wagons, stay clear of the discharge conveyor while
operating. Remain in the tractor seat.
• With cutting equipment, never try to adjust cutter bars, reels,
or conditioning rollers without disengaging the power. Avoid
rushed movements when working close to the equipment, even
when stationary, because of its sharp edges and points.
For more information on harvesting hay safely, see https://
extension.umaine.edu/publications/2349e/
For more information on large round bale safety, see https://
www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/442/442-455/442-455.html
For more information on how to safely unclog cutter bars,
reels, crimper rolls and augers see https://www.cals.uidaho.edu/
edcomm/pdf/PNW/PNW0512-E.pdf
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Commercial Agriculture
Small Farms

Teagan Moran
541-713-5000
teagan.moran@
oregonstate.edu

delphimium spp. leaves in
pasture.

especially in areas that may not
impact your livestock.
Many weedy plants species,
especially small infestations, can
be manually removed by pulling or
digging when the soil is moist. As
the soil dries and plants mature,
it will become more difficult to
remove root structures.
If you find more weeds than
desirable forage, you may choose
to apply an herbicide. Many
broadleaf herbicides labeled
for pastures are most effective
on young, actively growing
plants. Oregon spring weather
is unpredictable; plan ahead and
watch for a window of calm, dry
weather to spray. Remember
that herbicides will cause wilting
and can improve the palatability
of some poisonous plants.
The Pacific Northwest Weed
Management Handbook, https://
pnwhandbooks.org/weed/
pasture-rangeland/small-pastures
includes a list of herbicides for
use in pastures. Always read and
follow the label on the product.
Finally, the most effective
cultural control method for
weedy pastures is to manage
them to enhance the growth
of perennial grasses and other
desirable forages. Consider
ways you can rotate animals to
prevent overgrazing. To learn
more about pasture management
opportunities search “pasture”
at https://extension.oregonstate.
edu/.

By Teagan Moran and
Victoria Binning, OsU
small Farms Program
The Small Farms Program
is excited to introduce Crop
Talks 2019 – a farmer-led,
farm tour series for other
farmers hosted during
the growing season. Each
tour will center on a topic
or theme specific to the
host farm and relevant to
the phase of the growing
season it is being held in.
These discussion based farm
tours are an opportunity
for farmers to learn
from one another, to get
together to exchange ideas,
opportunities, challenges,
test assumptions, and
to network. According
to researchers, Borrelli,
K, et al, “With regard to
production management
information, the first
most trusted sources (that
more than 80 percent
of respondents found to
be trustworthy) were
other local farmers.” As
such, Crop Talks are an
opportunity intended to
facilitate more instances of
farmer-to-farmer sharing
and learning. Extension
staff will be on site to listen,
support farmer to farmer
exchanges, and to provide
research-based resources
related to the tour topic.
During the Crop Talk,
the host farmer will share
an overview of their farm
operation and history,
and then tour the farm
while discussing the
chosen topic or theme.
The tours offer the chance
to learn unique tricks of
the trade and to access
‘hard won’ knowledge

Photo by Lynn KetchuM
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As the snow and flooding
that we’ve experienced in the
Willamette Valley finally wind
down, we see that grasses and
other forages in pastures are
sprouting up and taking off, and
unfortunately, so are the weeds.
Spring is a good time to effectively
manage many weed species.
Before turning your animals
into a lush pasture, take the time
to walk through the fields and
identify weeds that need to be
controlled. Some poisonous plants
may be consumed accidently by
animals, eager to eat nutritious
spring forages. Larkspur
(Delphinium spp.) and water
hemlock both native to Oregon,
are in a vegetative growth stage
that can be surrounded by grasses
this time of year and inadvertently
be grazed by livestock. To learn
more about poisonous plants
commonly found in pastures go
to https://extension.oregonstate.
edu/ and search “poisonous
plants”
If weeds like tansy ragwort,
tarweed, and thistles were
problematic in your pastures last
year, you will likely find young
plants actively growing now.
There are effective management
strategies that you can do
including cultural, physical, and
chemical methods at this time of
year that may not be possible as
the plants mature and flower later
in the season.
You may observe biological
controls already at work. For
example, the ragwort flea beetle,
Longitarsus jacobaeae feeds on
tansy ragwort rosettes. The adults
feed on the leaves and the larvae
damage the roots. Look for these
golden to light brown colored
beetles on and under the leaves
of the plants. If you find them on
your site, consider leaving some
tansy ragwort as a food source,

Amy Garrett
541-713-5000
amy.garrett@
oregonstate.edu

Introducing Crop Talks 2019

Pasture Grasses are Growing
and so are the Weeds
By Melissa Fery

Melissa Fery
541-730-3538
melissa.fery@
oregonstate.edu

and local wisdom. When
these tours happen in the
midst of the season, the
topics of conversation and
the presentation are raw
and in the moment. Midseason tours highlight that
farmers are not alone in the
challenges they are facing
and provide opportunity
to creatively explore those
challenges, problem solve
together, and find moral
and technical support.
Data suggest that
when farmers convene,
new opportunities arise
for increased economic
viability, improved
quality of life, and greater
community interaction
(Matthewson et al (2013)
2). At the end of the tour
there will be dedicated
time for socializing and
networking. Especially

during the growing season,
farming can be isolating
and extremely stressful. We
envision these tours offering
a practical and fun way for
farmers to find inspiration
and encouragement from
peers.
For the 2019 season, Crop
Talks are planned for the
Columbia River Gorge and
the Willamette Valley. To
help guide future tour topics
we are asking farmers to fill
out a quick online survey to
identify areas of interest. To
learn more about individual
tours and to complete the
survey please visit https://
extension.oregonstate.
edu/smallfarms/croptalks. Additional tours
will be added as they are
scheduled.
We want to thank our
host farms for opening their
farms and minds to other
farmers and helping to
build community. These are
the meaningful exchanges
that transfer knowledge
from established farmers
to the next generations of
producers.
Sources
1 Borrelli, K, et al (2018)
Farmers’ Trust in Sources
of Production and
Climate Information and
Their Use of Technology.
Journal of Extension.
2 Matthewson, M.,
Fery, M., Powell, M.
(2013) Creating farmer
networks. A toolkit for
promoting vibrant farm
communities. PNW 638.
February 2013

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/benton

What Can I do about Voles, Moles or Gophers?
By Teagan Moran, OsU small
Farms Program,
http://smallfarms.
oregonstate.edu
The first step when dealing
with voles, moles or gophers
is identifying what you
actually have. Moles, voles,
and gophers all dig tunnels
under ground, but their diet
and impact on your land
varies. Gophers prefer bulbs
and roots. Voles eat above
ground going for grass, shrubs
and stems near their holes.
Moles are important predators
on subsurface invertebrates
(worms and insects), but the
largest bodied species (such
as Townsend’s mole) eat bulbs
and below-ground plant
tissues. All three offer benefit
to the soil through aeration
and moisture retention. They
also bring leached nutrients
back to the root zone for
plants to access. Their diets or
tunneling behavior can also
cause unwanted damage to
your land or crops. So, what do
you have?
• Voles leave a lot of small
holes and you will see
damaged grass connecting
them where they have been
dining.
• Moles leave volcanic, ‘cone
shaped’ round mounds with
the plug (sunken circle) in
the middle.
• Gopher holes appear similar
to mole mounds, but are
flatter on top or fan shaped
(compared to round/
volcano shaped mole hills),
and the slightly sunken plug

will be found closer to the
edge of the dirt mound.
“How you deal with them
depends on what you have,”
said Dana Sanchez, a wildlife
specialist for OSU Extension.
The management option that
you choose will be based on
your particular situation,
cost limitations, equipment,
and labor availability. Just
as important as knowing
what you actually have is to
understand their biology and
habits before implementing
a control strategy. Here
are some research based
recommendations, see links at
end for details:
Voles: Habitat modification
can prevent population
booms. This includes mowing,
clearing weeds and debris
from affected areas, light
tillage of field perimeters and
aluminum flashing around
areas of concern. You can

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/linn

protect trees and shrubs with
3/8 inch netted wire. Wooden
mouse traps without bait
will work for voles. Baiting
with Zinc phosphide, or
anticoagulant baits can be used
with extreme caution. Both
tools are registered, restricteduse pesticides, so only those
who are trained and licensed
through the OR Department of
Agriculture’s Pesticide program
can purchase and apply
these. Absolute adherence to
the label is legally required,
because toxic bait and the dead
voles that consume them are
a risk to pets, livestock, and
wildlife. Zinc phosphide and
anticoagulant baits are lethal to
other animals when consumed.
Predators like owls, hawks,
snakes, cats, and dogs will help
control a vole population but
not eliminate it.
Moles: Trapping in the
Spring or Fall by placing a
scissor-jawed trap into an

active tunnel is the most
effective method. Because
moles are insectivores, eating
mainly earthworms and
insects, toxic baits are not
readily eaten. Packing the soil
with a roller or reducing soil
moisture may make an area less
habitable for moles. Fumigating
is not effective for moles as
their tunnel systems are too
long and porous.
Gophers: Understanding
gophers’ burrowing systems
and identifying active burrows
is key to effective control.
Due to the prevalence and
potentially destructive
effects of gophers in some
settings, a combination
approach is recommended.
Methods include trapping,
hand or mechanical baiting,
fumigation, combustion,
cultivation, crop rotation,
fencing and predators.
In an informal survey of
local farmers many shared

that they hired a professional,
and felt it was worth the cost
(after years of battling gophers,
etc. themselves). There are
private companies as well as
Wildlife Control Operators
(trained and licensed by the
state Department of Fish and
Wildlife). Find out more about
Wildlife Control Operators at
https://www.dfw.state.or.us/
wildlife/license_permits_apps/
wildlife_control_operator_
contacts.asp.
For additional details on the
management strategies listed
above and the pest’s biology
and habitat see Controlling
Nuisance Moles at https://
extension2.missouri.edu/
g9440 and the OSU publication
Meadow Voles and Pocket
Gophers: Management in
Lawns, Gardens, and Croplands
at https://catalog.extension.
oregonstate.edu/pnw627.
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Linn County 4-H
Youth Development
Horses and Volunteers
Go Hand in Hand

Linn County Fair will be July 17-20. Please come out and
see all the hard work that the members have been doing
throughout the 4-H year. From baking amazing cookies,
collecting entomology and forestry specimens, growing
beautiful flowers and vegetables, to showcasing their
livestock and small animals, there will be something for
everyone to see.
Also plan on attending the Linn County Youth Livestock
Auction beginning at 1 p.m. on Saturday, July 20.
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4-H Food + Fun Club’s Family night
Offered Tastes from Around the World
By Lindsay Walker
The culminating event for
the 16-week session of the
4-H Food + Fun Club is Family
Night. The youth prepare dishes
to share with their families and
other Family Night attendees.
In small groups, the youth were
asked to choose a country and
a dish that represented the
country’s local cuisine, but to
also showcase their cooking
skills. The ingredients were
provided to the youth a week
in advance to practice making
their dishes before the big
night. Although the family
nights were held on different
nights, the Linn and Benton
county programs had recipes
representing six countries
including Japan, Italy, Mexico,
France, Greece, and China.
Among the recipes the youth
chose were: meaty manicotti,
sushi rolls, orange chicken,
shrimp ceviche, and chicken
gyros. (And let me say they
were all delicious!)

Chicken Gyros with Tzatziki
sauce are plated up and ready
for the Family night attendees
to sample. For the recipe, email:
lindsay.walker@oregonstate.edu

An informational board for
each country was created to
accompany each of the sample
stations, which highlighted
the geographical location,
flag, fun facts, and the recipe.
On the night of the event, the
students worked efficiently
during their normal afterschool
programming time to prepare
and present their dishes with
gusto. As they walked through
the door, each attendee was
provided a ‘passport’ and were
encouraged to sample the food
from all of the different groups,

which granted them a sticker
on their passport.
A photo slideshow played
in the background while the
guests mingled, and the youth
were attentive hosts. The youth
also shared the 4-H pledge,
and what they have learned
throughout the session. Many
of the youth shared that they
enjoy being with their friends
and trying new recipes while
learning new skills. We also
debuted the Food Group video
that the youth created with
iPads earlier in the session.
Miss Walker then addressed
the guests with additional
information, such as a
summary of the program and
other upcoming opportunities
like camp and field trips. We
had two successful family
nights and dove right into two
more sessions with the youth
at Calapooia Middle School and
Linus Pauling Middle School.
We are looking forward to what
they’ll cook up for the next
Family Nights in May!

Contests Help Youth Build Confidence

Communications and Food Prep Contests are in the books
The members that
participated in the
Communications Contest and
Food Prep Contest worked
hard, and for many, this is the
first time that they stepped
out of their comfort zone
and performed in front of a
judge. Both of these contests
help to develop life skills
that members will carry
with them into the future.
Learning how to stand in front

of a group and present a topic
that you are interested in,
or demonstrating a favorite
recipe, helps members develop
positive communication skills.
It is always a joy to see
the kids walk into the room
nervous and then hold their
head a little higher after they
complete the challenge. It is
amazing to watch the growth
of the youth that come back to
these contests year after year.

Photo PRovided by andRea Leao

Save the Date!

Andrea Leao
541-730-3534
andrea.leao@
oregonstate.edu
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May and June are busy months for the horse project
members and volunteers. Along with the numerous clinics
that the members are trying to get in, they have pre-fair at
the end of May and fair at the end of June. All of these events
take countless hours from
volunteers to make sure that
the youth have the safest and
best experience possible. Being
a member of the horse project
means that you are working
year around with your horse
along with learning general
horse knowledge – also known
as hippology. Volunteers spend
hours planning clinics, planning
schedules for pre-fair and fair,
and holding meetings with their
members.
All of the work and volunteer
hours cumulate into the two big
events of the year for the horse members. This year horse
pre-fair will be held May 25-27, and horse fair will be held
June 24-28. Both events will take place at the Linn County
Fair and Expo Center. All events are open for the public to
come and watch.
To meet the financial needs of planning horse clinics
and fairs the Linn County Horse Volunteers host two Open
Gaming Playdays for people to come and participate in.
The playdays this year will be held Sunday, May 26, and
Sunday, June 23. Registration forms and information can be
found on the Linn County 4-H website at https://extension.
oregonstate.edu/4h/linn.

Lindsay Walker
541-730-3539
lindsay.walker@
oregonstate.edu

evelyn Tenbusch competing in
the measuring contest.
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Linn 4-H’ers share Memories of Fay and sherm sallee

Fay and sherm sallee have been the volunteers to set the standard
by for more than three decades.

Photos PRovided by
JenniFeR bRadFoRd

The 4-H motto is “To Make
The Best Better.” Fay and
Sherm Sallee have unselfishly
devoted their lives to applying
this principle for both youth
and adults. Fay’s passion
is teaching natural science
content, and developing life and
leadership skills in youth. Sherm
humorously acts as simply the
supportive spouse – yet his
strong, steady influence has
been just as instrumental for the
hundreds of families they have
mentored.
Cayden Cormany: I have so
many awesome memories with
Fay and Sherm, but one that
sticks out in my mind is when I
went to state fair and couldn’t
find my entomology box. I
had my mom call the Sallees,
I was sure it got left behind or
forgotten. Sherm told my mom,
“Well, did you happen to look
over in the medallion area?” We
were standing with our backs to
the medallion winners, and I ran
over and sure enough my box
was there with a medallion. I
never thought in a million years
I would win a medallion! I could
just see Sherm grinning on the
other end of the phone!
Carter Cormany: Thank you,
Fay and Sherm, for all your hard
work and patience with the
kids. We love you guys.
DeAnna Cormany: Thank
you, Fay and Sherm, for opening
your home and hearts to so
many families. You truly are an
inspiration! You have taught me
countless lessons in kindness
and patience, and never cease to
amaze me with your generosity.
Fay has a way with kids like
no other, and Sherm can make
anyone smile and feel welcome.
You both hold a very special
place in my heart!
Marika Stock: Mrs. Sallee
always had this infectious
enthusiasm that I admired. I
used to be in the geology club
that met at her lovely house,
and my little sister was in her
entomology club. I never had
much of an interest in insects,
but Mrs. Sallee always spoke
excitedly about entomology
whenever I came over to her
house, and tried to convince

Cayden and Carter Cormany
displaying their Forestry
and entomology 4-H project
educational displays at a school
science fair along with their
guide dog puppy in-training.

Gabriel Bradford sharing his
Forestry notebook with OsWA
judges during the OsWA 4-H
Forestry Awards scholarship
interview.

me to join the club. One day,
Mrs. Sallee ushered me outside
with an insect net to catch
some needed specimens for
my sister... and I was hooked.
Insects were indeed fascinating!
After spending hours outside,
I admitted to her that I would
like to join her group after all,
although it was outside my
usual interests. Now, years later,
I like pointing out insects to
my friends and sharing stories
of when I was in Mrs. Sallee’s
entomology club. She guided
me so enthusiastically through
building my insect collections,
and I owe both my champion
ribbons from fairs and my
ongoing interest in all things
“buggy” to her. Thank you,
Mrs. Sallee, for encouraging me
to broaden my perspective by
engaging me in something you

loved and I learned to enjoy.
Maya Stock: When I think of
the Sallee’s, I am reminded of
hot summer days spent chasing
(in often wet, muddy shoes)
insects through endless grassy
fields. Mr. and Mrs. Sallee taught
me about insects (not just bugs,
as we all know by now), and
in so doing also nurtured my
appreciation of time spent in
nature. This was a daunting task
(both physically and mentally),
but they undertook it with great
energy and passion. I am forever
grateful to the Sallee’s for their
sincere interest in helping me
with my 4-H experience, which
has helped me even beyond the
meadows of Happy Valley Tree
Farm.
Midori Stock: Clever Clovers
with Fay and Sherm was the
highlight of our homeschool
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journey. Both Marika and Maya
learned invaluable lessons about
dedication to work, attention
to detail, responsibility,
community service, along
with practical skills like public
speech. There have been not a
few times when my girls (now
college students) commented
something like, “I’m so glad
I’ve already learned [fill in the
blank] at 4-H.” Above all, they
witnessed how people like Fay
and Sherm go out of their way
to encourage young people
by sharing their expertise so
freely. I hope my girls will
hold this dear to their hearts
as they themselves pursue
their interests. Thank you, Fay
and Sherm, for being such an
important presence in their
lives.
Reagan Lekkerkerker: Thank
you for all your hospitality
of opening your home and
property to us. Thank you for
sharing your knowledge and
love of forestry, entomology,
and leadership. I learned so
much from you.
Brayden Lekkerkerker:
Thank you for the fun parties
you throw. I love the Christmas
village, hikes through woods,
and video games.
Cheryl Lekkerkerker: Thank
you for your kindness, patience,
and teaching us parents to
be better. Thank you for the
service project opportunities
you coordinate and the life-long
skills you taught us. I think I
learned as much as my kids.
Gabriel Bradford: I really
appreciate you, Sherm, for the
hard work you do in 4-H. Thank
you for taking countless photos
of me at my meetings for my
record book. You are the best
auctioneer because you always
make it fun, even though your
number one rule is, “Never have
fun.” I don’t know how many
times you told me not to have
fun, but of course that made it
even more fun. Fay, thank you
for leading me on field trips and
collection trips and for teaching
me so much about plants and
insects. Now, I get to share my
knowledge with others and that
is really fun.

Andrew Bradford: Fay,
thanks for teaching me how
to be a leader. I love putting
together auction items and
guiding at Family Fun Night.
Sherm, you always greet me
at the door or help my mom
back up her car to park it right,
and that is really nice of you.
You also taught me not to use
the very bad, four-letter word
“goat.” We all know you say you
don’t like goats, but I kind of
think you do. Thanks to both of
you for making 4-H fun!
Jennifer Bradford: Sherm
makes beautiful hand-made
wooden pens, which are coveted
by many of our club members.
One day he handed me one to
put in the auction saying, “This
is for you.” For a moment I
thought he was giving it to me
and was disappointed when I
realized I had to put it in the
auction. Noticing this, Sherm
offered to teach me how to make
my own. That was even better
than just being handed a pen.
You see, I like gifts, but I value
spending time with people I
care about even more. So, on
my birthday, I went over to
the Sallees’ house, and Sherm
taught me how to turn my own
wooden pen on the lathe. Thank
you, Sherm, for giving me the
gift of your time. It was one of
the best birthday gifts I’ve ever
been given. Thanks for the pen
too.
Fay, one of my favorite ongoing memories with you is the
making of Christmas swags. I
look forward to it every single
year. I love them, but I am not
very crafty. So, every year you
patiently help me figure out
which end is up and show me
how to make the bow. I mount
my swag outside my front door
and look at it every time I enter
the house. Making the swags is
a fun party activity, but for me
it is a reminder of how blessed
I am to have you, a faithful and
patient teacher and mentor, in
my life. Thank you.
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Benton County 4-H
Youth Development
Participating at the county fair provides 4-H members an
opportunity to showcase the projects they have been working
on all year long. This year,
the Benton County Fair
will be Wednesday, July
31–Saturday, August 3.
4-Her’s will be exhibiting
projects including animal
science, family and
consumer science, expressive arts, natural science, and more.
Stay tuned for more detailed information in the next issue of
GROWING.

Benton County 4-H Horse
Tack sale - saturday, May 4
Come check out our large selection of Show Apparel,
Clothing, Boots, Accessories, English, Western, Saddle Seat,
Reining, Gaming, Packing & Jumping Equipment/Saddles and
more! All proceeds will go to support the Benton County 4-H
Horse Program. Donated items are tax deductible. Interested
in consigning? Contact Elaine Schrock for more information at:
ashlanes@aol.com
• When: Saturday, May 4
• Time: 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
• Where: Benton County Fairgrounds - Guerber Hall, 110 SW
53rd St, Corvallis, OR 97333
• Entry fee: $2 Per Person.

OsU 4-H summer
Conference Coming soon

More than 400 youth, grades 7-12, from across the state
of Oregon participate in this four-day program annually.
The theme this year is “Plant Your Future, Grow Your
Goals.” There will be more than 80 workshops covering
topics from dog agility to fly fishing to the OSU wave lab.
Participants will explore campus life, stay in dormitories,
attend hands on educational classes, take part in a
community service project, and a dance! Cost is $200.
The conference will be held Wednesday-Saturday, June
26-29. Online registration opens May 15, and both 4-H and
non 4-H youth are welcome to attend. Contact your local
Extension office for scholarship information.
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Raising Our Hands for Oregon 4-H
For the second year,
Oregon 4-H is participating
in the “Raise Your Hand”
National 4-H campaign.
For this campaign,
4-H members, alumni,
volunteers, and supporters
from each state go to the
National 4-H website and
cast their vote for their state.
The top three states with
the most votes win prizes
of $5,000, $10,000, or even
$20,000 to support their
program.
This year, Oregon 4-H has
a little extra support to help
rally votes. For nearly two
years, Tucker the 4-H Dog
has been gracing the Oregon
4-H Facebook page to share
about 4-H projects, events,

Photo by eLLi KoRthuis

Benton County Fair –
Tall Tales and Animal Tails

Elli Korthuis
541-713-5000
elli.korthuis@
oregonstate.edu

Tucker the 4-H dog supports
the campaign.

and core values learned
through participation in

the program. Tucker is
an Australian Shepherd
owned by a 4-H faculty
member, and each Tuesday
on “Tucker Tuesday,” a
post is shared with a photo
of Tucker and description
about the latest topic.
Lately, the focus has been
revolving around gathering
votes for Oregon 4-H for
the “Raise Your Hand”
campaign.
Want to show your
support for the Oregon 4-H
program? You don’t need to
be a member or volunteer.
To vote for Oregon, please
visit https://4-h.org/raiseyour-hand/ .

Congratulations Benton County 4-H Members!
County Scholarship
award Recipients
Eleven Benton County
4-H scholarships were
awarded to Benton
County 4-H members.
Youth receiving these
scholarships have been
strong participants in club
and county leadership,
community service,
and project work. The
Hitchcock, Decker and
Bateman Scholarships are
awarded to youth in any
project area. The Steve Moos
Scholarships are awarded to
youth participating in sheep,
swine, beef, or dairy cattle
projects. Each year a 4-H
club raises a donation animal
to be auctioned off in the
Lee Allen Memorial Youth
Livestock Auction with

proceeds to benefit the Steve
Moos Scholarship. This year,
the Country Critters Sheep
Club is raising the donation
animal.
• Steve Moos ($4,000) –
Chance Olufson, Anne
Nichols, Maya Greydanus
• Hitchcock ($1,000) –
Lily Angima, Sarah
Kemp, Kaylee Buset
• Decker ($1,000) – Carol
Bryan, Sydney Bahler,
Jaime Chambers, Connor
Kutzler
• Bateman ($500) –
Chance Olufson
There are also three
additional scholarships
available to Benton County
4-Her’s; 4-H Horse Project
Leaders Scholarship, Kathy
Wells Memorial Scholarship,

and the Bob Damon
Memorial Scholarship.
Awardees have not yet been
selected for these. Thanks to
all of our generous sponsors!
State Scholarship
award recipients
Benton County 4-H
members competed with
other youth from around the
State for scholarships. The
results are remarkable!
• MacGregor ($2000) Chance Olufson
• Klein-Youngberg ($1250)
- Maya Greydanus
• Thiess ($1000) Sarah Kemp
• Minnick ($1000) Connor Kutzler
• Dietz ($500) Jamie Chambers

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/benton

4-H Contests Provide educational
Opportunities for 4-H Members
Photos PRovided by benton county 4-h

4-H Wildlife steward
Program nature Field
Journals and Contest

Members participate in educational Contests.

age divisions, across these
different project areas
qualified to attend the
Oregon 4-H Spring Classic.
you may be wondering
what each of these
contests entail?
A Quiz Bowl is a game in
which individuals compete
head-to-head to rapidly
answer questions about
their respective project areas
using a buzzer system.
A Judging Contest is an
opportunity for participants

to demonstrate their
knowledge about a species
while considering breeds,
health, feed, equipment, etc.
A Presentation Contest
involves a 4-H member
giving an individual or team
demonstration, illustrated
talk or public speech about a
chosen topic.
Through the participation
of these contests, 4-H
members develop project
knowledge, confidence, and
teamwork.

Use Only Tested Recipes continued from Page 6
on to share tested recipes.
Extension recommends a
limited number of home food
preservation resources:
USDA Complete Guide
to Home Canning https://
nchfp.uga.edu/publications/
publications_usda.html
National Center for Home
Food Preservation website

https://nchfp.uga.edu/
OSU Extension publications
https://extension.oregonstate.
edu/mfp/publications and
Ball® publications and website,
who has their own testing
lab to ensure the recipes they
publish are safe. We encourage
consumers to use the most
current versions of publications

from these resources since
research continues and new
recipes, ingredients are
equipment are introduced on an
ongoing basis. If you are not able
to access materials online, call
or stop by the Extension office
for printed copies.

Crop Notes continued from Page 10
Clover
• Sweep white clover fields
for the clover seed weevil
and spray infested fields as
first blooms turn brown.
Treatment threshold is 2 or
more weevils per straight
line sweep. Avoid use of

bifenthrin if possible,
especially if control has been
limited in the past. Do not
make a second application of
the same product if control
is unsuccessful.
• Optimal plant growth
regulator timing for red
clover is at stem elongation,

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/linn

at 8-10 inches of regrowth.
Meadowfoam
• Move beehives into
meadowfoam fields when
5-10 percent of plants begin
to bloom. Pollination period
is typically 2-4 weeks.

As the foundation of science field work, we promote
regular use of field journals in outdoor science learning
experiences. Field journals are a place to document
observations, recording the details that allow students to
develop science questions and further promote inquiry.
Using nature field
journals directly
supports Next
Generation Science
Standard’s 8 Guiding
Principles. Field
journals encourage
asking questions,
developing models,
analyzing and
interpreting data,
using mathematics,
and computational
thinking. Journals
can be used to
plan and carry
out investigation,
help construct
explanations and
student nature Field Journal entry
design solutions,
engage in argument
from evidence, and
obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information.
To support outdoor learning and the use of field
journals in teaching, we have an annual contest in March
to recognize student’s field journal work. Student submit
a page from their work, which is reviewed by a judge,
returned with constructive comments on how to improve
their science journal skills, and a ribbon for their efforts.
This year we had six students win Judges Choice awards, a
special award for entries that best inspired and impressed
the judge, and that the judge felt showed exceptional
student work. Congratulations to 2019 Judge’s Choice
award winners Elise Johnson, Ethan Meyer, Noe Brophy,
William Shafer, Evelena Myles, and Gabe Clark.
Photo by andRea watson

This 4-H year Benton
County hosted Knowledge
Quiz Bowls, Judging
Contests, and Presentations
Contests for a variety of
project areas including
livestock, small animals,
horses and dogs. Qualifiers
of these contests have an
opportunity to compete in
a Statewide event called
“Oregon 4-H Spring
Classic.” This was formerly
for horse project members
only, but has since expanded
to include multiple species.
This event is an opportunity
for youth from around
the state to participate in
Judging Contests, Quiz
Bowls, and Presentations.
This year, approximately
90 4-H members
participated in one or
more of the qualifying
contests. Out of those
participants, 35 Benton
County 4-H members in
the Intermediate and Senior

Benton County and Linn County Extension
programs may offer opportunities that
are only open to the residents of their
respective counties. Please check with your
county Extension Office if you have any
questions about participation eligibility for
specific programs.
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Forestry and
Natural Resources

Brad WithrowRobinson
541-713-5000
brad.w-r@
oregonstate.edu

Jody Einerson
541-713-5000
jody.einerson@
oregonstate.edu

Honoring the Sallees
It is well-illustrated by
the other stories shared here
that Fay and Sherm Sallee are
mainstays of the Linn County
family forest landowner
community. Their connections
to and support of Extension are
strong as well, not only in their
many 4-H related activities,
but also with Forestry &
Natural Resources Extension.
An example of their
involvement with FNR
Extension, not yet mentioned
in the other statements,
is that they are Master
Woodland Manager (MWM)
volunteers. MWMs are
local community members,
experienced landowners, who
take additional training in
woodland management from
OSU Extension. In return
they commit time to serving
their woodland community
through a variety of activities,
including hosting educational
events, serving on the board of
local natural resource groups,
or producing educational
materials, such as a newsletter.
Fay and Sherm have been
active MWMs since taking the
volunteer training in 1989,
making them among the
earliest and longest-serving
MWMs in the state.

Photo by MiKe aLbRecht, FRoM
the QuaRteRLy baRK, aPRiL 2013.

Intro by Brad
Withrow-Robinson

sherm and Fay sallee
recognized for nearly two
decades of service as editor
of The Quarterly Bark. The
myrtlewood bowl was
presented in appreciation
by Brad Withrow-Robinson,
OsU Forestry and natural
Resources extension agent.

Fay and Sherm characterize
the spirit of collaboration, and
the power of shared effort.
They are an example of a family
committed to community
for the benefits it delivers to
the whole, as well as to its
individual members. There
are generations of 4H’ers and
forest landowners who vouch
for that!
Oregon Small Woodlands
Association members share
their memories of Sherm & Fay
Sallee
Larry Mauter: We have been
OSWA members for 20years.

It was Sherm who first
introduced us to the OSWA
group. Our property was
formerly in the Udell family so
we had a connection there also.
He ably edited the Quarterly
Bark after Mary Brendle. I have
special memories of Sherm
helping or leading a discussion
during the August tree farm
days on Bellinger Scale Road.
Of course, his time at the
seedling sale whether it be
setup or digging out ferns or
whatever has been invaluable.
That has been going on for 25
years. His one severe weakness
is a fondness for cookies.
Pretty much everyone knows
that.
John Westall: Sherm Sallee
served local chapters (Linn,
Benton, Lincoln, Lane) of
the Oregon Small Woodlands
Association (OSWA) as
editor of The Quarterly Bark
newsletter for almost two
decades, from 1994 through
early 2013. Not only was Sherm
editor, in charge of soliciting,
editing and laying out the
articles, but, as I was reminded
while flipping through
back issues, he also wrote a
substantial number of articles
himself, as well as contributing
excellent photographs. Sherm
always had an interesting mix

Build Your Dream Home Here!
2.28 acre residential lot in
stunning Wren Hill Estates. Ready
for your custom home build w/
well in place, septic approval, high
speed optical internet available,
and power to the curb. Many
Construction-to-Permanent Loan
plans available! WVMLS 741351

$191,500
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Continued on Page 20

Lovely Lichens Lurk in
Your Woodlands
The woods are full of living
things, all contributing to the
forest’s diversity: Trees; check.
Shrubs; check. Woodland
flowers; check. Birds; check.
Obvious enough, right?
But there are all sorts of
less-obvious things which
are seen only occasionally,
such as mushrooms (fungus),
many often-tiny things like
insects, or secretive things
such as amphibians. All add to
the diversity, and many play
important roles in how a forest
functions
Let’s take a look at some more
obscure but fascinating members
of the forest community:
lichens. We’ve all seen them.
They are everywhere, including
your woods. But what is a
lichen?
A lichen is partnership of
two organisms that must grow
together (so an obligatory,
mutualistic association). The
partnership includes a fungus

which provides structure for the
team, and a green algae and/or
cyanobacteria which provides
the carbohydrates through
photosynthesis.
These lichen partnerships are
ancient, very diverse in form,
highly adaptable and successful,
and can be found in most
environments around the world.
Lichens seem quite happy
in our seasonally-moist forests
of the Pacific Northwest. We
see many lichens and mosses
growing on and hanging from
branches, or plastered as crusts
on the bark of many trees and
shrubs of our forests. Lichens
and mosses are hitchhikers,
growing on the trees without
harming them (so are epiphytes,
not parasites). Epiphytic
lichens and mosses can make
a significant contribution to
diversity in our Woodlands.
There may be 50 or more
species of epiphytic mosses

Continued on Page 19

Large Rural Lot!
Make this 5.23 acre
parcel in Mary’s
River Estates your
new home! Zoned
RR-5, waiting for your
dream home. Privacy
and tranquility await
you! WVMLS 742557

$189,000

405 Landmark Drive
Philomath, OR 97370
landmarkrealtyoregon.com
(541) 929-2586
Big enough to handle all your
needs, small enough to care
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Linn Soil
and Water

Kevin Seifert
541-926-2483
www.linnswcd.org

By Kevin Seifert,
Linn soil and Water
Conservation district
2019 has turned into an
unpredictable surge of weather
events all through the United
States. A March snowfall in
the South Valley that almost
matched the levels the of
notorious 1969 event started
off spring on a bad note. This
high level of snow and moisture
from a “Pineapple Express” out
of the South Pacific set us up for
a flood in April that hadn’t been
seen since 1996. The Willamette
River swelled to above flood
stage and inundated low-lying
agricultural fields and houses.
If your home is in a location
where seasonal flooding may
occur, you need to know how
to prepare your home to resist
or survive flooding. Flooding
can occur in a number of ways.
Sub-surface water leaks
These occur when
groundwater levels rise
enough to enter the house
through cracks or openings in
foundations, basement slabs, or
sumps and foundation drainage
systems. You can prepare
for this degree of basement
flooding by raising the furnace,
water heater, appliances, and
storage items an adequate

distance above the floor using
waterproof blocking.
Spring run-off and minor
surface flooding
During spring run-off
or surface water flooding
events, the amount of water in
foundation drainage systems
increases the demand on the
sump pump system.
Check the ejection pipe,
sump, and sump pump to be
sure that they are functioning
properly. If prolonged flooding
or a power outage is possible,
consider keeping a spare sump
pump and a gas powered
electric generator available.
Store generator fuel safely and
operate the generator in a safe
location where exhaust fumes
cannot enter the home.
Sewer backups
These can occur even if the
blockage or flooding is some
distance from your home.
To protect your home,
consider having a valve or
one-way check valve installed
where the sewer main leaves
the house. A plumbing
professional can help you
determine the best method
and location. If you do not
have a valve installed to block
the sewer main, temporary
compression plugs can be

inserted in floor drains and
plumbing drain openings.
Remember that a sewer
system blockage could force
water higher up in the home’s
drainage system than expected.
Major surface flooding
Streams and rivers
overflowing their banks present
the greatest threat of structural
damage to the home.
If the home is outside
areas protected by dikes,
and the foundation has been
strengthened or braced
and sealed sufficiently to
withstand the external water
pressure, it may be possible
to keep the basement dry
using gas powered pumps. If
the basement has not been
reinforced and is incapable
of withstanding the force of
floodwaters, allowing the
basement to fill with water may
protect the foundation from
structural damage by keeping
the pressure similar on both
sides of the foundation walls
and floor.
If there is still time before
the flooding, move stored
items, furniture, and appliances
to a safe upper level of the home
or to a safe location outside the
flood zone.
Before the home is flooded,
shut off the water, gas, and

Photo by Kevin seiFeRt

seasonal Flooding Preparedness

Local County road with flood
waters flowing at over 3 feet
high.

Two days later flood water had
dropped two feet.

electricity. After flooding
clean-up and repairs, your
utility company may require
that service be restored only by
trained utility representatives.
Another area of concern
for rural landowners is your
well head. Make sure your well
has a tight-fitting waterproof
cap. Wrap cap and well casing
with durable sheet plastic and
water proof tape, then sand bag
around the well. Ensure that
backflow prevention valves are
in place. Turn the well-pump
electricity off just prior to the
flood, and keep it off until
flood waters recede. Buy or
fill sanitized containers with
water. Store them where they
won’t be flooded, so you have
some safe drinking water until
your well can be put back in
service.
If flood waters inundate your

well head, you will need to test
the water to make sure it’s safe
even if you have followed the
pre-flood recommendations.
Always take care of animal
waste storage areas too. In years
like this, large manure piles
moved by flood waters could
enter waters of the state or
you and your neighbors’ wells.
Always store manure away from
areas that are prone to flooding.
We have already seen a high
water event this year that has
eroded property and left others
inundated with water. With
the current weather pattern,
landowners should be prepared
for a wet spring and possible
flood issues and problems.
Being prepared for high
waters in your area could save
you time and money.

thinning. Hardwoods help
diversify structure in general,
but are particularly good hosts
for many epiphytes. Keep some
older legacy trees if you have
them, and plan for longer forest
rotations.
So next time you are out,
make an effort to pay attention
to the lichens and other
epiphytes that give our forests

their characteristic fuzzy glow.
It is easy to notice and appreciate
their diversity of shapes and
colors, even if not to identify
them. Learn more about lichens
in your woods by visiting this
epiphyte website maintained
by my friend Bruce McCune, an
ecologist and lichens expert at
OSU: http://people.oregonstate.
edu/~mccuneb/epiphytes.htm.

Lovely Lichens continued from Page 18
and lichens in a typical acre of
forest in western Oregon. That
is noteworthy since they may
outnumber all the trees, shrubs
and herbaceous plants in that
same acre!
But epiphytic lichens (and
mosses too) contribute to
forest diversity indirectly also.
Many small insects live within
the nooks and crannies of

the epiphytes, which in turn
provide food for many small
birds foraging in the lichens.
Lichens are seasonally important
food to some mammals such as
squirrels and deer. So lichens
and mosses contribute to the
food web, nutrient cycling (some
lichens are nitrogen fixers) and
animal diversity. So they are
worth thinking about if you are

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/linn

growing a diverse forest.
Steps towards enhancing
the diversity of lichens fall
broadly in line with suggestions
for increasing overall diversity
in your woodland: Thin to
prevent stands from becoming
extremely dense and dark
and to increase the structural
diversity. Keep minor species,
including hardwoods when
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Calendar of events for Linn & Benton Counties
18

May
*
2
4
4
5
15

4-H FOCUS Classroom Science Field Days at
Beazell Memorial Forest, April 23, 25 and May 14,
16, 21 and 23
Benton County 4-H Wildlife Stewards Summit,
open to the public 2:45-4 p.m., Kings Valley
Charter School, Philomath.
Benton County Master Gardener Plant Sale, 9
a.m.-3 p.m., Benton County Fairgrounds.
Benton County 4-H Horse Leader’s Tack Sale,
9 a.m.-1 p.m., Benton County Fairgrounds,
Guerber Hall
Spring Garden Festival, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., at the Arts
Center Plaza at Corvallis Central Park.
Hyslop Farm Field Day, Hyslop Research Farm,
3455 Granger Rd NE, Corvallis

20

25-27
27

Master Gardener Pop-Up Clinic, 10 a.m.-2
p.m., at the ReStore, Corvallis.
Benton County Master Gardener Association
Membership Meeting, 6-8 p.m., Sunset room,
Benton County Extension Office. Topic: TBA.
Open to the public!
Linn County 4-H Horse pre-fair, Linn County
Fair and Expo Center, Albany
Linn & Benton County Extension offices closed
for Memorial Day

June
*

4-H FOCUS Classroom Science Field Days at
Beazell Memorial Forest, April 23, 25 and May 14,
16, 21 and 23

1

Deadline to apply for LCEA Legacy Scholarship.

1

Master Gardener Pop-Up Clinic, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.,
Home Grown Gardens, Corvallis

8

Get Outdoors Day, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Peavy
Arboretum, McDonald Forest, Corvallis.

11

OSU Benton County Extension open house, 3-6
p.m., 4077 SW Research Way, Corvallis
14-16 Benton County 4-H Horse Pre-Fair starts at
9 a.m. each day, Benton County Fairgrounds
Arena, Corvallis
20th Annual Through the Garden Gate Linn
15
County Master Gardener tour, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

24-28

Linn County 4-H Horse fair, Linn County Fair
and Expo Center, Albany

21-26

Four Rivers 4-H Camp, Oregon 4-H Center,
Salem, pre-registration required.

26-29

OSU 4-H Summer Conference, Campus, preregistration required.

Honoring the Sallees continued from Page 18
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of 1996, offered eight species
of seedlings. Its initial purpose
was not just to provide small
woodland owners with a source
to purchase tree seedlings, but
also to raise funds for youth
educational projects, involve
membership in an annual
activity, and make the public
aware of our organization. All
these years later, the seedling
sale continues to thrive as
it now provides four $1000
college scholarships to Linn
County students studying
forestry or a related field,
and $1600 for 4-H forestry
awards every year. Even more
importantly, through Fay and
Sherm’s amazing dedication,
it draws a multi-generational
group together to volunteer for
the sale year after year. These
volunteers include members
from the Clever Clovers 4-H
Club, their parents, and several
generations of small woodland
owners. This year almost 100
volunteers came together
at the Linn County Fair and
Expo Center over two days to
prepare 28 different species of
predominantly native seedlings
and plants for sale day.
When I was asked several
years ago if I was interested
in taking over much of the
seedling sale, I naïvely agreed.
It is a huge job, but Fay and

Sherm have been wonderful
to work with! They presented
me with a month-by-month
timeline and have spent infinite
number of hours and emails
coaching me and my husband
in this transition. Their amazing
commitment and dedication, as
well as their attention to detail
in everything they are involved
in, is phenomenal! They
continue to be very invested in
the seedling sale; they didn’t
just turn over the reins and
walk out the door. Sherm still
generously shares his expertise
and Fay, with help from their
daughter Christy, faithfully
rounds up all the necessary
volunteers to keep this event a
resounding success!
For years, Sherm and his
family have singlehandedly
dug and prepared 50-100
sword ferns to sell at the annual
seedling sale. This year he
finally asked for help, but he
and Fay were still very much
involved. Though he couldn’t
physically dig them, he could
direct the rest of us (Kinkades,
Kohls, Marshalls and daughter
Christy) from the back of the
pick-up to get it right, even
with a steep learning curve on
our part. The team successfully
dug in and bundled over 100
sword ferns in less than 3
hours! And, because Sherm

Photo PRovided by JenniFeR bRadFoRd

of local news about activities of
our chapters and our members
with a definite “home-grown”
character; he also included a lot
of lessons-learned and howto articles by our members,
Extension agents and other
professionals. My wife and
I bought our forestland and
joined OSWA in 1994, the
year that Sherm launched The
Quarterly Bark. Each quarter I
received the newsletter, and I
read it, but I never stopped to
think much about what it takes
to put the newsletter together
and the person behind the
effort. Then, in 2013, I agreed to
follow Sherm as editor for four
years – and now that I know
first-hand what is involved
in producing the Bark, I can
only marvel at the dedication,
stamina and talent that Sherm
invested in the Bark for almost
20 years. Thank you, Sherm!
Bonnie Marshall: Fay
and Sherm Sallee have been
members of the Oregon Small
Woodlands Association, Linn
County Chapter for a very
long time and have served in
various capacities consistently
over the years. They started
the annual seedling sale, an
event sponsored by the Linn
County Small Woodlands
Association, almost 25 years
ago. The initial sale, in February

4-H and Oregon small
Woodland Association
volunteers digging sword ferns
for the OsWA Tree seedling
sale.

is such a salesman, he sold an
additional 15 after we sold out
at the seedling sale. Those have
now been dug and delivered as
well!
Katie Kohl: Soon after
moving to Oregon in 1992
we met Sherm and Fay
Sallee and have valued them
highly ever since. Fay guided
my teaching 4-H youth in
woodland outdoors experiences
such as orienteering, tree
identification and value,
woodland management for
timber, wildlife, old growth,
and carbon sequestration, and
forest recreation (backpacking,
trail cycling, camping). I
learned much from Fay about
experiencing and educating

young, rural youth in our
woodlands, OR parks, and
wilderness areas. Fay has
continued to be a resource for
our Outdoor School Forestry
Ecology sessions.
Sherm has always been
supportive and resourceful
in our LCSWA Scholarship
committee. Every year we
select four Linn County
students to award $1000
scholarships to Oregon colleges
where they pursue forestry or
natural resources degrees. He
also provides all the photos
of our scholars! We all are
thankful for his interest and
commitment and skills. These
terrific folks are treasures.
Steve Kohl: Everyone
knows that Sherm never takes
credit for anything, but is
always present and active in
everything. One year we had
some major blow down and
after salvage logging were
ready to replant 2000 trees.
We gathered all our family
members for a full Saturday of
tree planting – a cold, rainy,
muddy day. Sherm showed up
unexpectedly and spent the
whole day putting trees into
the ground just as if he had
nothing else to do that day. It
was an act of generosity not to
be forgotten. How great it is to
have neighbors like the Sallees.
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