
Summer seems to be in full force early on this year, which can be a great thing for 
your vegetable garden, but not such a great thing for the looming fire season. Please 
take note of your local fire restrictions and be extra careful when working in your 
woods. You can find your local fire restriction levels/information on the ODF website 
(for Lane County) at https://www.oregon.gov/odf/fire/Pages/Restrictions.aspx and 
on the DFPA website (for Douglas County) at https://www.dfpa.net/. 

We have been offering Canopy View News to forest enthusiasts of Douglas and Lane 
Counties for over 2 years now. We have learned a lot about what works best for our 
audiences (and our budget), which is why it is now exclusively distributed digitally. 
Because we no longer mail printed newsletters, we’ve made some recent formatting 
changes. But don’t worry! We will continue to offer relevant and timely information 
that is important for our local small woodland community. Please feel free to share 
this newsletter with a friend, neighbor, or family member, and encourage them to 
contact us if they have questions or would like to be added to our mailing lists.

With COVID-related restrictions loosening up around the state, we are excited at the 
prospect of offering in person classes and tours again. It might take us a bit to get 
back into the swing of things, but rest assured, we are just as excited to resume in 
person programming as you are! So stay tuned to the calendar and our email blasts 
for information on upcoming workshops.

Here’s to a safe and “in-person” summer!

Alicia & Lauren                                                                                                              
Douglas & Lane County Extension Foresters

Oregon State University Extension Service prohibits discrimination in all its programs, services, activities, and 
materials on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), 
sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, familial/parental status, income derived from a public assistance 
program, political beliefs, genetic information, veteran’s status, reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) This publication will be available in an accessible alternative 
format upon request. Please contact Holly Burton at (541) 672-4461.
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June 9 DOUGLAS COUNTY WILDFIRE PREPAREDNESS PANEL: MEET YOUR LOCAL EMERGENCY RESPONDERS. Webinar. 
12pm – 1pm. This session is a part of the Fire Aware. Fire Prepared.: Wildfire Wednesdays series offered by OSU 
Extension. Get ready for the upcoming wildfire season. Hear from local emergency responders from the Douglas 
Forest Protective Association, local fire districts, and the Office of Emergency Management about their 
organizations’ role in responding to wildfires. Live Q&A with the audience to follow. Visit https://beav.es/3Wj for 
more information and to register.

June 15 COLLABORATING WITH BEAVER FOR A RESILIENT FUTURE. Webinar. 6pm – 7:30pm. Class fee $15 or sliding scale.
Beaver can build water security and habitat resiliency for your land. They can also be a pain in the neck. This class 
will introduce long-term cost-effective solutions to the various problems beaver can cause, in addition to providing 
a strategic framework for beaver-based restoration. Instructor Jakob Shockey will provide an intro to beaver 
biology, what they do, and why they do it. Then he will lead a discussion on the best available thinking for 
partnering with beaver on your lands. Visit https://beav.es/3W9 for more information and to register.

July 23 OREGON FAMILY FOREST CONVENTION – “Doing the Work on our Working Forests.” This online conference is 
hosted jointly by the Oregon Small Woodlands Association and Oregon Tree Farm System. This one-day event will 
include presentations from experts on wood, water, recreation, and wildlife. For more information, visit 
https://www.otfs.org/meetings.htm.

Aug. 11 MYCOFORESTRY FOR A GREENER FUTURE: GROW AND REMEDIATE FORESTS WITH BENEFICIAL FUNGI. Webinar. 
6pm – 7:30pm. Class fee $15 or sliding scale. Beneficial fungi are among the most valuable restoration tools for 
promoting ecosystem recovery. Learn how we can harness ancient plant/fungi symbiosis to reverse the loss of our 
forests and increase their biodiversity; the roles mycorrhizal and saprophytic fungi play in forest systems, including 
how fungi help to regenerate forests after fires; how they can be used to transform dead land into a thriving oasis; 
and how fungal sugars benefit bees. Visit https://beav.es/3WC for more information and to register.

Aug. 12, USING DIGITAL MAPPING APPS: WEBINAR SERIES. Webinar. Three consecutive Wednesdays from 3pm – 4:30pm.  
19, & 26 FREE. Get the most out of digital mapping apps on your smart phone or tablet. We will cover commonly available 

digital mapping applications and how to integrate them into daily land management activities. Use your smart 
phone or tablet to calculate acres or distances of property features, follow up on road problems, insect damage, 
invasive plants and more! Instructors are Alicia Christiansen and Norma Kline, both OSU Extension Forestry agents 
in SW Oregon. Visit https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/woodlandmappingapps/ for more details and to register. 

Aug. 14 NEIGHBOR TO NEIGHBOR – FOREST STEWARDSHIP TOUR. Jointly hosted by the Douglas and Coos/Curry Small 
Woodland Associations. Benson Tree Farm, Riverton, Oregon (near Coquille). 9am – 1pm. Social, coffee, and treats 
at 9am. Tour begins at 10am. Lunch provided. Topics discussed will include: lifecycle of the forest, thinning, forest 
health threats, road systems, fire protection strategies, and yarding/decking. No dogs. Reservations required - call 
(503) 588-1813 to RSVP. For more information, visit https://www.oswa.org/blog/coos-curry-chapter/ or contact 
Cilde Grover at cilde@copper.net / (541) 412-8388. 

Sep. 11 TREE FARMER OF THE YEAR TOUR. Lane County Small Woodlands Association. More details to come!

Sep. 17 NATIVE TREE WALK. Two sessions: 9am – 12pm and 2pm – 5pm. Elkton Community Education Center, Elkton. The 
more you know about the trees on your property, the better you can care for them. On this walking tour, we will 
identify 20 trees native to Western Oregon and discuss what they need to grow. Instructor is Alicia Christiansen, 
OSU Extension Forestry Agent (Douglas Co.). Registration information available soon. Contact Alicia to get on the 
interest list: Alicia.Christiansen@oregonstate.edu or (541) 236-3002.

Sep. 18 TREE FARMER OF THE YEAR TOUR. Douglas County Small Woodlands Association. More details to come!
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Tree School Online All sessions are offered from 3pm – 4:30pm 
Attend free webinars from the comfort of your home! Can’t make it? All sessions are recorded & available to view anytime. 
To register and view over 40 recorded webinars, visit https://knowyourforest.org/TreeSchoolOnline  

Join us for the last scheduled Tree School Online session before we take a break for summer! 

June 15 FOREST SUSTAINABILITY & CERTIFICATION. Wood is seen as an environmentally friendly building product and is a 
favorite of the design/build community, as long as the forests are sustainably managed. This webinar will 
introduce a new video "Sustainable Wood from Sustainable Forests,” which details the benefits of wood, the 
sustainable way that forests are managed, the laws that govern forest management, and the Forest Certification 
Systems that are used. After the video, Mike Cloughesy with the Oregon Forest Resources Institute will give a 
presentation. 

https://beav.es/3Wj
https://beav.es/3W9
https://www.otfs.org/meetings.htm
https://beav.es/3WC
https://blogs.oregonstate.edu/woodlandmappingapps/
https://www.oswa.org/blog/coos-curry-chapter/
mailto:cilde@copper.net
mailto:Alicia.Christiansen@oregonstate.edu
https://knowyourforest.org/TreeSchoolOnline
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MANAGING YOUR FORESTLAND WITH A JAPANESE QUARTER-HORSE 

By Mark Havel, Havel Designs  
 
Mark Havel is a forest landowner, engineer and operator of Havel Designs, an engineering/product development 
company. He can be reached at vmarkhavel@gmail.com.  
 
I was given a nice book a few months ago: Ancient Forests and Western Man. An excellent volume of fabulous 
photographs, all from a century or more ago, about the ‘taming’ of the huge forests of the Pacific Northwest. As I leaf 
through the photos of the fabulous trestles that made logging the steep and convoluted mountains possible, the camps 
of working men on 6000 calorie diets, and the ingenious primitive machines powered by steam or beast, I am reminded 
of what a people we were. What a beautiful perspective on working in the woods! This work is no walk in the park, that 
is, until we make it one. 
 
Before I get to the horse logging that the title promises, I’d mention that for a resident landowner-forest operator, 
depending on the acreage, forest operations may take up only a small portion of your yearly workdays, and the 
equipment will likely be of a similarly smaller size and capacity. Physical Labor steps in to make up the difference. Work, 
sweat, however you want to look at it, especially the 
logging, is an athletic endeavor. Let’s not forget that, 
as athleticism is crucial to our health and being able 
to get the job done. This type of work may or may not 
be for you.  
 
But it eventually comes down to cutting and moving 
wood. Lots of it, heavy and dangerous as it goes from 
standing up in the sky to laying on the ground and 
moving off to a log deck. And it is the chainsaw in 
today’s tool kit that can make a single person so 
powerful over the forest - such a sculptor of the 
landscape and skyline.  
 
The chainsaw is such a marvelous machine! With two 
hands on this snarling bar of flying chisels, let the 
chips fly and the cuts open up! But it is troubling to 
the author that anyone can just walk into a big box 
store, purchase a chainsaw, and walk out the door 
without any training or safety gear or even a word of 
caution! I wish I had learned earlier, though I haven’t 
been seriously injured in all these years, it sure would 
have made things so much easier and safer and more 
efficient. From the various cuts to perform for safe 
and predictable tree felling, to the sharpening of the 
flying chisels, it should be mandatory for all aspiring 
chainsaw users to take some training, from someone 
qualified, and perhaps back it up with some good 
reading on the matter. Another book 
recommendation here: To Fell A Tree, by Jeff Jepson. 
A logger, an arborist, and a good writer, Jeff takes the 
reader through many situations and explains it well.  
 

Mark Havel using a log arch and ATV to transport logs on his property.           

© Mark Havel. 

An ATV, ATV arch, and JR arch carrying the tail of a 40 foot log.                     

© Mark Havel. 

mailto:vmarkhavel@gmail.com
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What does my Japanese Quarterhorse look like? An old green ‘98 300 Honda with a torn seat and banged up racks, but it 
runs and is a four-wheel drive machine with a trailer ball. Yours may be red, orange or green and say Kubota or John 
Deere, but usually the small-scale equipment we’re going to discuss is going to be our ‘prime mover’ and that trailer ball 
is the key. It could literally be a horse, such as my neighbor’s, with which he logs using log arches such as would go 
behind the ATV too. So our discussion widens to accept all the differing machines or prime movers that a forest 
landowner/operator may want or already have. Each will have its strengths and weakness’, often doing with the weight 
itself, and we must remember that many of these vehicles are not meant for, or are safe in situations where the ground 
is not level!  
 
Some are so specific, like the Jonsereds Iron Horse, 
which is a little walk-along-with tracked skidder. It has 
some attractive qualities like its low ground pressure. A 
tractor can be outfitted with a 3pt logging winch (Farmi, 
Tajfun, others) or with a 3pt skidding grapple 
(Smallwoodlottools) which work really well and are 
made locally here in Dallas, Oregon. Tractors or skid-
steers have many attachments, all stepping up the 
complexity and the cost. There are many operations that 
can be done safely and relatively easily with an ATV and 
an arch or two. You might be able to use your pickup 
truck for some things, and even a little Subaru can run 
up and down the road pulling on ropes which in turn pull 
on logs. Then as we move along the spectrum we get 
into crawler tractors, bulldozers and excavators and 
start heading up into the weight ranges of production 
equipment. 
 
I’ve personally been logging on our property for many years using our little ATV and log arches. Without some way to 
get the log weight off the ground and reduce that skidding drag it would simply be impossible and now I do mostly 40 
footers, with two log arches. It isn’t so much a choice of just the prime machine, but an acceptance or adherence to a 
philosophy. Folks often start to buy themselves out of a job by purchasing one thing to do the work, then another, then 
some attachments, and the work doesn’t get easier, just more complex and harder to budget. So by keeping things 
simple, understanding that this is a lot of wood weight to move around, gaining the chainsaw skills, I can enjoy my 
athletic endeavor and get my projects done.  
 
The principles are simple: if you need to drag things around on the ground it will take a lot of power and a comparable 
amount of weight. With this will come a similarly high environmental impact and some large forces acting on everything. 
If we just pick up the logs and carry them, in an arch or on a trailer, the drag becomes minimal and everything smooths 
out. If the terrain is too steep to drive, you might log with a tractor and a 3pt hitch Farmi (or similar) winch. You can 
leave the tractor parked on a nice level landing and winch the logs in. Or, if your terrain is varied but drivable with an 
ATV, you might do your logging with a Japanese Quarter Horse and an arch or two.  
 

DIGITAL MAPPING TOOLS: PART 2 - PRINTING A TOPOGRAPHIC MAP 

By Norma Kline, OSU Extension Forestry Agent (Coos & Curry Counties) &                                                                 
Alicia Christiansen, OSU Extension Forestry Agent (Douglas County) 

 
In our first article of this series, we gave an introduction to a few digital mapping applications, or map apps. We will 
continue our discussion of digital map resources and applications in future articles, but first we want to highlight the 
value of paper maps and how you can print out a topographic map from a digital source. 

A 3-point hitch log skidder attachment manufactured by Small Woodlot 

Tools in Dallas, Oregon. This is a nice-working grapple for small tractors. 

© Small Woodlot Tools, LLC.  

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/forests/health-managment/digital-mapping-tools-part-1-basics
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Many woodland owners, hikers and forest professionals are familiar with the United States Geological Survey 
topographic maps, also referred to as 7.5 minute quadrangles, or, “quads.” People use them to navigate their 
woodlands, hiking trails or work locations. Either tacked to the wall, rolled up and kept in bin in the corner for future 
reference, or carefully folded up and carried in your backpack, USGS maps were once the standard navigational tool. 
 
This high use is due to their high quality of mapping and standardized symbols, which represent a wide variety of 
landscape features including hydrology, vegetation, geologic features and human-made structures. These symbols and 
contour lines give you an indication of the lay of the land and can also be used to estimate slope. 
 
The classic USGS topographic quad sheets were printed with a scale of 1:24,000, where 1 inch on the map represents 
24,000 inches (or 2,000 feet) on the ground. Each map represents an area approximately 49–70 square miles. A number 
of other map makers produce maps based on the USGS topography that cover larger areas, eliminating the need to carry 
multiple USGS topo maps. Many of these maps are made with waterproof and tear-proof materials, which are invaluable 
features in our moist Oregon climate. 
 
Digital devices with map apps seem to be replacing the use of the printed maps. As we discussed in Part 1, map apps 
have some really handy features such as showing your location, creating pins marking places of interest, attaching 
photos and more. But we will always remind you to carry a paper map as a backup in case your cell phone or tablet 
battery runs out or if you drop your device in a creek.  
 
Can you still buy paper maps? Yes! You can buy them in recreation stores, some hardware stores, federal or state agency 
field offices, or online. But it can be handy to quickly print out a map on a home computer, too. 
 
Although there are a number of sources for online topo maps, an important consideration is making sure that you 
understand the scale on your printed maps. Knowing the scale is important because the scale represents the 
relationship between the distance on a map and the distance on the ground. Some digital maps can be printed out at 
the traditional 1:24,000 scale. On these, it’s easy to check that the map printed correctly by placing a ruler up to the 

scale bar and making sure that the segment representing 2,000 
feet measures 1 inch (Figure 1). 
 
If you would like to print out a topo map with a 1:24,000 scale, 
visit USGS’s topoView. USGS topographic maps originally 
published as paper documents between 1884 and 2006 have been 
scanned and are available to download free of charge through 
topoView. TopoView allows users to view current and historical 
maps for areas of interest. This can be incredibly useful to learn 
about the history of an area and find the names of natural and 
cultural features that may have changed over time. 
 
To view available maps for your area of interest, select “get maps” 
from the top menu bar, enter your desired location and select a 
map from the list. View the map list in order by date, scale or 
name of the map. To print a map from topoView: 
 

 Download the map in GeoPDF format. 

 Open in Adobe Acrobat. 

 Select Poster size. 

 Select tile scale 100%. 
 Checking the map scale on a printed map. © Norma Kline, OSU. 

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/forests/health-managment/digital-mapping-tools-part-1-basics
https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/topoview/
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The map will print out in nine letter-sized pages that you can tape together. View the online video instructions to learn 
about more features of the topoView website. 
 
National Geographic has free topo maps available online for the public as well. These USGS 7.5 minute topo maps can be 
printed on letter-sized paper on any printer. These topo maps are scaled to print on four pieces of paper that you can 
tape together to see all the original features that would be displayed on the traditional printed USGS topo maps. It’s 
important to note that these maps are not printed to a 1:24,000 scale; the user needs to note the scale printed out on 
the maps. 
 
Once you have printed out your paper map, another handy step is to slip it in a plastic page protector case and tape the 
top closed. This will help keep the map dry and prevent any moisture damage from your treks through the woods. You 
can also fold the map and slip it in a gallon-sized sealed plastic bag. If this is a map you plan on using frequently, 
laminate it. A laminated map is a handy tool because you can write on it with a dry-erase marker to notate important 
features you discover, then later transfer these to a paper or digital map in your forest management plan. This allows 
you to keep reusing the same map and saves you time and resources by printing it only once. 
 
Stay tuned for our next article in this series where we will explore more mapping apps and how to use them. 
 
Trade-name products and services are mentioned as illustrations only. This does not mean that the Oregon State 
University Extension Service either endorses these products and services or intends to discriminate against products and 
services not mentioned. 
 
 
 

TAKE IT OR LEAVE IT: LOG AND NON-TIMBER FOREST PRODUCT PRICES AND TRENDS 

By Lauren Grand, OSU Forestry and Natural Resources Extension Agent – Lane County 
 

Summer came early this year. While that is good news for those of you that are looking for an excuse to spend more 
time out in your woods, unfortunately, it also usually means lowering log prices. “But Lauren, lumber prices are still 
breaking records, shouldn’t log prices be high too?” Yes, normally. That’s why we saw such high prices last fall. However, 
thanks to the Labor Day fires, there is an abundance of wood coming to the mills. This along with our early summer 
means more access to burned areas that were not salvageable in the winter. With inventories this high, some mills are 
off the market until they can work through what they’ve already got. For these reasons, Douglas-fir prices have been 
slowly decreasing to today’s prices.  
 
Mills are still taking both green and 
burned wood, but no charred wood. 
Green wood is fresh cut timber that 
was not burned in a fire. Burned 
wood is timber that burned in the 
fire, but only the bark, not the wood, 
was damaged. Charred wood is 
timber that was in the fire and both 
the wood and the bark was damaged. 
In the fire world, high winds make the 
fire behavior more intense and the 
fire harder to fight. The silver lining 
here is that because of the winds, the 
fire moved so fast that it mostly 

https://www.natgeomaps.com/trail-maps/pdf-quads
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burned and scorched the trees and didn’t do as much consumption. This means that unless the trees had spike knots or 
previous scars, it is unlikely that you have a lot of charred wood on your hands and most of it is in the burned category. 
If your burned wood is on the smaller side, 5-7 inches, you’ll be hard pressed to find a buyer. These logs are plentiful 
and, in some cases, starting to degrade.  
 
Now for the meat. Green wood Douglas-fir prices are currently sitting in the $750/mbf range, with a $25-$50 discount 
for burned wood. Lower than prices you saw last fall, but still higher than historic summer prices. 
 
Chips haven’t been exciting in the recent past, and this quarter is no different. There seems to be a steady stream of 
chips coming as byproduct from the lumber mills to satisfy most of the fiber market in the area, but there is still a 
market. Right now chips are in the $20-$25 per ton range.  

 
 
The current pole market is good, and buyers are taking burned wood, but no char. Short poles are fetching prices in the 
$850- over $900/mbf range and long poles are $1000-1200/mbf range. 
 
The Hem-fir sorts (spruce, hemlock, grand and white fir) are holding steady this quarter but if you search, you might find 
some good prices. I’m seeing prices in the $500 - $600 per thousand range if you are in the Roseburg area and $100 
lower in the Eugene area.  
 
Alder market is one the rise since lumber prices are doing much better. Mills are buying and prices are looking better 
than they have been in a while. They are up a bit from last quarter and are sitting in the $600-$700/mbf range.  
 
Redcedar prices are holding steady in the higher portion of their range and are in high demand fetching well over 
$1000/mbf, in the Eugene area and $900 in the Roseburg area. Incense-cedar on the other hand is holding steady. If you 
are in the Eugene area you are looking at $550/mbf and for Douglas County area, it’s around $650/mbf. Port-Orford-
cedar prices are holding steady in the $400 - $600 range.  
 
Oregon grape is selling for around $0.70 a pound green. It’s best to get the product to your buyer within 2-3 days from 
harvest. There is a premium for certified organic. Usnea lichen is still sitting pretty at $5.50 per clean and dry pound. 
Cascara bark is also currently being purchased and will fetch you $0.45/lb green and $1.20/lb “potato chip” dry. 
 
Well, some prices are looking great while others are so-so. If your Douglas-fir is green you might be more interested in 
playing the market a bit. If lumber prices stay high, you might wait until log prices start to reflect lumber prices a bit 
better if inventories start to decrease. Though it is unclear how long we’ll see these high lumber prices. If your wood is 
burned, it’s really now or never. Once the wood degrades you are out of luck when it comes to a dollar value, but if left 
on site there may be wildlife value instead. If you plan to harvest, note that loggers will be in high demand since there is 
still a lot of fire salvage clean up to do. Make sure to find your logger early and be a bit flexible. Good luck and always 
remember to get your purchase order before you cut! 
 
 
 

REPTILES IN MANAGED WOODLANDS: TOOLS FOR FAMILY FORESTLAND OWNERS 

By Eliana Pool, Cafferata Consulting; Barbara Garcia, United States Forest Service; 
Susan Barnes, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, Lauren Grand, Oregon State University Forestry 

Extension; and Jennifer Weikel, Oregon Department of Forestry 
 

Below is an excerpt from this 12-page publication released in 2020. To read/download the rest 
of the publication, visit https://woodlandfishandwildlife.com/category/publications/reptiles/  

https://woodlandfishandwildlife.com/category/publications/reptiles/
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