
As the days get colder and winter starts to make an appearance, woodland 
owners (like you!) should delight in this change of season. Winter is a great 
time to get out on your land with a chainsaw to take care of forest 
maintenance and defensible space clearing. It’s a prime time to walk your 
roads to make sure they are diverting water properly. And of course it’s a great 
time to burn some piles (as long as they’ve been covered, like the one in the 
cover photo). While you’re out there burning piles of woody debris, pay extra 
attention to the location of roots and stumps. Fire can smolder beneath the 
ground for months and then pop back up come summer – so extra diligence 
while you’re burning in the winter is sure to pay off in the summer during fire 
season. 

When you’re not out taking care of your forest, take some time to curl up by 
the fire and read this issue of Canopy View News. Pay special attention to the 
first article, highlighting funding that is available to small forestland owners 
and Firewise Communities for wildfire risk reduction practices. Check out the 
Forest Health Highlights for information on the health of our forests around 
the state. You might be curious about forest mistletoes – read the article to 
learn all about them! Maybe you’re looking for a way to earn a little extra 
income? Then check out the Oregon Grape Root article to learn how to 
identify, harvest, process, and market the plant. And don’t forget to read the 
log prices report, especially if you’re planning to sell logs in the near future. 

We hope you have a productive winter! 

Alicia & Lauren      
Douglas & Lane County Extension Foresters

Oregon State University Extension Service prohibits discrimination in all its programs, services, activities, and 
materials on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), 
sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, familial/parental status, income derived from a public assistance 
program, political beliefs, genetic information, veteran’s status, reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 
(Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) This publication will be available in an accessible alternative 
format upon request. Please contact Holly Hope at (541) 672-4461.
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Dec. 2 WREATH MAKING WORKSHOP (virtual). Want to learn about making wreaths but can’t attend? The 
workshop will be recorded so you can watch at your convenience! Please register for the workshop 
and you will receive a link to the recording when it is available. Co-hosted with Women Owning 
Woodlands Network. 5pm – 6:30pm. Virtual via Zoom. Free! Learn how to make your very own wreath 
using greenery from your property! We’ll discuss non-timber forest products, learn to identify some key 
native Oregon trees, and teach you how to make a wreath and garland all from the comfort of your own 
home! Instructors: Alicia Christiansen & Tiffany Hopkins, OSU Extension Forestry & Natural Resources. To 
register, visit:  https://beav.es/UkF

Dec. 13 FIREWISE USA PRINCIPLES: PROTECTING HOMES FROM WILDFIRE. 6pm – 7:30pm. Virtual via Zoom. 
$15 or sliding scale. Learn techniques for protecting your home and community from damage associated 
with wildfire. We will look at the construction of the home itself and compare the safety of various building 
materials, learn about the do’s and don’ts of fire resistance within each zone in the home landscape, and how 
to make your property more fire-adapted. Instructor: Herb Johnson, Firewise & Fuel Reduction Coordinator. 
To register, visit: https://beav.es/U69

Jan. 15 SUCCESSFUL REFORESTATION PRACTICES. Co-hosted with the Oregon Small Woodlands Association, 
Douglas County Chapter. 8am – 12pm. Caravan from Roseburg & Glide to field site off Rock Creek Road in 
Idleyld Park. Learn from the pros how to properly plant tree seedlings! This field trip to the Archie Creek burn 
area will provide you with the opportunity to practice planting both containerized and bare root seedlings. 
Forester Dan Newton will demonstrate the “waving wand” technique of herbicide application. We will also 
discuss the importance of vegetation management, including herbicide application and weed 
mats. Instructors: Dan Newton, consulting forester; Alicia Christiansen, OSU Extension. To register, visit: 
https://beav.es/UEy

Jan. 25 ONLINE LAND STEWARD COURSE. Virtual evening classes Jan. 25, March 1, & March 29. Virtual via Zoom. 
$150 or sliding scale. The online Land Steward course combines 9 self-paced online modules with 3 
instructor-led webinars. It is designed for busy adults who enjoy online learning and who want to create goals 
for their land and learn how to achieve them. Topics covered: Creating a management plan, forest and 
woodland management, wildfire preparedness, wildlife habitat, stream management, healthy soils, pasture 
management, rural water-systems, rural economics and enterprise, and how to find resources/get help. For 
more info & to register, visit: https://beav.es/U6C
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FORESTRY DEPARTMENT ISSUES CALL FOR PROPOSALS TO SUPPORT SMALL FORESTLAND 
OWNERS AND FIREWISE USA COMMUNITIES 

News Release from Oregon Dept. of Forestry (Issued November 22, 2021) 

SALEM, Ore.—The Oregon Department of Forestry issued a call for projects today for $5 million in grants funded by 
Senate Bill 762.  

The Small Forestland Grant Program, authorized by Section 24 of Senate Bill 762, will award $5 million to projects 
supporting small forestland owners across Oregon. Approximately $4.25 million will focus on projects treating multiple 
land ownerships to reduce the risk of wildfire and increase forest resiliency on private properties. Approximately 
$750,000 will support active Firewise USA communities to reduce hazardous fuels and protect community 
infrastructure. 

Grant criteria, applications, and instructions are available on ODF’s website. Proposals can be submitted 
to odf.sfgp@oregon.gov and must be received by Friday, January 21, 2022.  

A virtual event to discuss the program with potential applicants will be held from 2–3 p.m. Monday, December 6. It will 
include an overview of the grant program and time for questions and answers. You can access the virtual event 
on Zoom. 

Senate Bill 762 is comprehensive legislation passed with bipartisan support that will provide more than $220 million to 
help Oregon modernize and improve wildfire preparedness through three key strategies: creating fire-adapted 
communities, developing safe and effective response, and increasing the resiliency of Oregon's landscapes. The bill is the 
product of years of hard work by the Governor's Wildfire Council, the Legislature, and state agencies. 

Additional information about Senate Bill 762 is available on ODF’s website. 

FOREST HEALTH HIGHLIGHTS 
Produced by the Oregon Department of Forestry, Oregon State University, and the US Forest Service 

Forest Health Highlights is an annual report produced by each state's Forest Health staff. These reports review the status 
and trends of forest health conditions within the state. Below is the forest health summary for Oregon in 2020. Visit this 
link to view the whole report.  

 Insects, diseases and abiotic disturbance agents cause significant tree mortality, growth loss, and damage in Oregon 
forests each year. Many of these insects and diseases are native and are always present on the landscape but only 
become a problem when populations increase, often due to a buildup of trees stressed by some other primary stressor. 
In recent years a primary stress on trees has been hot droughts, which weaken trees and make them less tolerant or 
resistant to insects and diseases. 

Normally, native insects and diseases can play a critical role in maintaining healthy, functioning forests by weeding out 
unhealthy trees, contributing to decomposition and nutrient cycling, and creating openings that enhance forest diversity 
and wildlife habitat. 

A healthy forest is never totally free of insects, diseases, and other disturbances. 

Western Oregon is characterized by high rainfall and dense coniferous forests along the Pacific coastline, the Coast 
Range, and western slopes of the Cascade Range. Eastern Oregon largely consists of lower density, semi-arid forests and 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oregon.gov%2Fodf%2Fpages%2Fsmall-forestland-grant-program.aspx&data=04%7C01%7Calicia.christiansen%40oregonstate.edu%7Cb67c16ceb79b404e792408d9adf332b8%7Cce6d05e13c5e4d6287a84c4a2713c113%7C0%7C0%7C637732082317551657%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=PmMb4dUNRNWhIykswPR%2BnhtpFWpCD2PQCR%2FY8ciwmOU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:odf.sfgp@oregon.gov
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fodf.zoom.us%2Fj%2F92723916587&data=04%7C01%7Calicia.christiansen%40oregonstate.edu%7Cb67c16ceb79b404e792408d9adf332b8%7Cce6d05e13c5e4d6287a84c4a2713c113%7C0%7C0%7C637732082317561648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=0y9RkDlRnL0kvR6xUEK6wenzPN2yEO5PxKmp9WKmrLQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oregon.gov%2Fodf%2FPages%2Fsb762.aspx&data=04%7C01%7Calicia.christiansen%40oregonstate.edu%7Cb67c16ceb79b404e792408d9adf332b8%7Cce6d05e13c5e4d6287a84c4a2713c113%7C0%7C0%7C637732082317561648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=e1AkMOg2QdC5ZmJNWmu5nABsuVnqk%2BNm8K0%2B7Nnwc%2F4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd947558.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd947558.pdf
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higher elevation desert. Oregon forests are primarily dominated by conifers such as Douglas-fir, true firs, western 
redcedar, western hemlock, lodgepole and ponderosa pine, among others. The most abundant hardwoods are bigleaf 
maple, red alder, Oregon white oak, and black cottonwood. 

This report highlights major agents of damage or 
mortality in Oregon forests over the past year and 
provides updates on chronic issues. Much of this 
information is typically obtained from aerial surveys 
but due to COVID-19 restrictions these surveys were 
conducted for a smaller portion of the state and 
consisted of analysis of high-resolution imagery (Scan 
and Sketch) as opposed to visual observations from a 
plane. 

Because of this change in our methods we cannot 
fairly compare 2020 data with that from previous 
years. Instead we rely on our ground reports, 
trapping and other monitoring programs to bring you 
a summary of forest health topics that were 
important in 2020 and may guide management in 
2021. 

Comparisons of survey data collected each year but 
trimmed down to the same footprint areas mapped in 2020 (Figs. 4 and 6), resulted in a 30% decrease in acres with 
damage in 2020 relative to 2019. Additionally, damage in 2020 was just below the 10-year average for damage within 
these areas. The caveat to making this comparison is that data were collected using a different survey method in 2020 
than what was used in previous years. Another caveat in looking at the 2020 data is that the coverage area is reduced 
from the typical coverage area of all forested portions of the state, meaning that concentrated areas of damage in non-
surveyed parts of the state could have been missed in 2020.  

However we also rely on ground reports which helps to fill in this knowledge gap. Ground reports come from our ODF 
and USFS Forest Health staff as well as foresters from both agencies and OSU who have unit offices and coverage areas 
throughout the state (pg. 1). We also rely on ground reports from public and private landowners and land managers, 
and other members of the general public. Site visits can provide more information to form a narrative around what is 
happening on the landscape. 

Damage trends from a combination of aerial surveys (Fig. 5) 
and site visits on the ground indicate that drought stress is 
one of the main causes of tree dieback and decline. And often 
the final blow is from bark beetles that opportunistically take 
out stressed trees. At normal population levels, bark beetles 
can often help remove struggling trees to allow healthier 
trees to dominate. Landscape-level stress conditions from hot 
droughts produce a pulse of susceptible trees to feed these 
insects and may result in a population outbreak that allows 
beetles to spill over into healthier trees and overwhelm their 
defenses. Another widespread stressor that sets the stage for 
tree damage and mortality is root disease which can go 
unchecked for years because it is hard to verify from aerial 
surveys; instead relying on intensive ground surveys. 

Figure 5. Aerial imagery showing patterns driven by topography 

that influence tree resilience: A) north-facing aspects yield more 

healthy trees versus B) more sun-exposed south-facing aspects, and 

C) moist and shaded draws can improve growth of some species.

Various other topographic features and soil types affect how much

moisture is received and retained and shape the micro climate of a 

site. 

Figure 4. Tree damage and mortality were collected across 11,200,000 acres 

via Scan and Sketch (pg. 8). The table above shows 2011-2019 ADS-

collected data “trimmed” to the same acreage footprint as the 2020 Scan 

and Sketch-collected data to produce a rough comparison for trend analysis. 

Note the metric is acres “with” not “of” damage because undamaged trees 

are often intermixed within a mosaic of damaged and dead trees. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd947558.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd947558.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd947558.pdf
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In recent years the highest levels of tree mortality have been detected in true fir which is growing in areas that either 
have unchecked root disease or are becoming marginal due to hot droughts. Often these true fir are finished off by fir 
engraver beetles but the initial cause of root disease or poor site quality under drought conditions is what needs to be 
addressed in management. True fir, particularly at hard to access higher elevations, is also under threat from balsam 
woolly adelgid. This invasive insect went unchecked for many years due to our inability to find an efficacious control and 
has since established in the west making eradication unfeasible.  

Douglas-fir is perhaps the second most at-risk tree due to our widespread planting of this essential timber crop species 
in areas that can no longer support it, due to persistent hot droughts. From the Willamette Valley through the 
southwest part of the state, this species is struggling in areas where it historically thrived. Many of our tree species are 
predisposed to abiotic stress that must be addressed by re-evaluating where we are putting them on the landscape to 
assure that their needs are met by future conditions. 

LET’S TALK ABOUT FOREST MISTLETOES 
By Lauren Grand, OSU Forestry & Natural Resources Extension, Agent serving Lane County 

If you are a human, mistletoe might conger up warm and fuzzy feelings of the winter season. If you are a tree, mistletoe 

might make you feel like you are destined to forever share your lunch. That is because mistletoe is a parasitic plant that 

take water and nutrients from their hosts to survive and they don’t offer up anything in return. There are two types of 

mistletoes that are found in our Lane and Douglas County forests, dwarf and true or leafy mistletoes. 

Dwarf mistletoes are flowering plants 

that form shoots on the branches or 

stems of the host tree. Shoots are 

yellow, purple, brown, or olive green 

with small scalelike leaves that are 

usually undistinguishable from the 

stems. They only grow on conifers and 

are generally species specific, or infect 

closely related species, meaning a 

dwarf mistletoe growing on a 

ponderosa pine will not infect a white 

fir, only other ponderosa pines. The 

major hosts in our area are ponderosa 

pine, true firs, and western hemlock. 

These plants can cause significant 

health issues in their host trees 

including growth loss, distortion, 

topkill, mortality and predisposition to 

attack by bark beetles. In addition to 

the plant itself, signs that a tree is infected by these parasitic plants include branch brooms (the abnormal proliferation 

of branches or twigs on a single branch), bole swelling and cankers.  

Dwarf mistletoes are spread by seed. Plants in the upper canopy rain down seeds that infect branches and trees in the 

lower canopy. If you have a dwarf mistletoe infection that you’d like to sanitize from your forest. Remove the trees that 
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are of the same species of the infected trees from the understory within 50 feet of the infected overstory tree, and favor 

trees of another species. When the overstory trees die or are removed then the dwarf mistletoe will be removed as well. 

True mistletoes differ from dwarf mistletoes in a number of ways. For starters, they are typically less damaging than 

dwarf mistletoes which is likely a result of their hemiparasitic behavior. This means that they take water and inorganic 

nutrients from their hosts, but make their own organic nutrients. Their green and noticeable leaves have some 

chlorophyll. These characteristics allow for photosynthesis so they are not completely dependent on the host tree. Host 

trees in our region include Oregon white oak and incense-cedar.  

True mistletoes spread with the help of birds. The berries are produced late into the year, offering a winter food source. 

The outside of the berries are sticky, so the birds can pass them to other trees on their bodies, or when they are eaten 

seeds are passed through excrement.  

The effects of true mistletoes on their host tress are typically negligible, but are still some small issues to be aware of. 

Trees with numerous infections can have issues with growth loss, branch dieback, and drought stress. Due to the benign 

nature of these infections, we don’t normally recommend treatment. However, if you aren’t a fan of the aesthetics or 

your trees aren’t doing so well, pruning the mistletoe can offer a few years of relief. This unfortunately isn’t a 

permanent solution and repeated pruning will be necessary.  

Pruning can be expensive, but there 

may be a fun solution. Remember 

way up in the first paragraph, I 

mentioned that the idea of mistletoe 

usually makes people think of the 

winter holidays? Well, that is because 

true mistletoes are those evergreen 

plants people hang over the door to 

kiss under. This tradition came about 

in Germany when mistletoe was 

thought to ward off ghosts and evil 

spirits. With this in mind, you can 

take your mistletoe pruning pieces, 

wrap them up in ribbon and sell them 

at the local farmers market. Not only 

is it a fun activity to do with your 

family for the holidays, but you might 

make back some of that money you 

spent pruning. 

Hope you enjoy the winter season! 
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Free well and spring testing are available. The Oregon Health Authority will provide free testing vouchers to 
private well and spring users impacted by wildfire.
Applications open from November 1, 2021 - May 15, 2023.
https://go.usa.gov/xAycC

https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/HEALTHYENVIRONMENTS/DRINKINGWATER/SOURCEWATER/DOMESTICWELLSAFETY/Pages/Wildfire-Impacted-Domestic-Well-Testing.aspx
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HARVESTING OREGON GRAPE ROOTS FOR MARKET 
By Lita Buttolph and Eric T. Jones, Institute for Culture and Ecology 

The material in this article is from the publication Oregon Grape Root: A Brief Introduction to Harvesting and Marketing 

Oregon Grape as a Medicinal Herb from Small Private Forestlands in the Pacific Northwest To read the full publication, 

visit the Know Your Forest Learning Library Non-Timber Forest Products page.  

Overview 

Oregon grape (Mahonia spp.) is a native understory shrub found in Pacific Northwest forests. The plant has several uses, 

including medicine (roots), landscaping (whole plant), dyes, and food (from berries). The inner bark of its roots, stems 

and leaves contain several alkaloids (most notably berberine) with anti‐inflammatory and anti‐bacterial properties, 

giving it commercial value in the medicinal herb market. This report is tailored to owners of small to medium‐sized 

forestlands as well as harvesters interested in supplementing their income from the sale of Oregon grape root. It briefly 

describes how to identify, harvest, process, and market Oregon grape root for the medicinal market1. 

Identifying Oregon Grape  

Two species of Oregon grape are found in Pacific Northwest 

forests: tall Oregon grape (Mahonia aquifolium), and dwarf 

Oregon grape (Mahonia nervosa). Tall Oregon grape (M. 

aquifolium) is found at elevations below 4000 ft., occurs in 

sunny‐to‐shaded areas, ranges in height from 2‐5 ft. (but can 

grow up to 15 ft.), and has composite leaves with holly‐like 

leaflets, small yellow flowers and blue‐black berries. Its roots are 

long, straight, and yellow inside, and can grow up to 2‐3 inches 

thick. It is the preferred species of Oregon grape among 

medicinal herb buyers and processors due to its color and its 

ease in processing.  

Dwarf Oregon grape (M. nervosa) can be found in Douglas‐fir and 

Western redcedar forests in partly‐ shaded to shaded spots. It only grows to 1‐2 ft., with compound leaves emerging 

from a single, short stem, yellow flowers, and dark blue berries. Its roots are thinner than M. aquifolium and more 

spindly and are less brightly yellow, although exploratory research including chemical analyses has shown it to have an 

amount of berberine equal to that in M. aquifolium. Although many companies will accept dwarf Oregon grape roots, it 

is less desired than tall Oregon grape.  

Harvesting and Processing 

Select sites with abundant stands for harvest. Harvest larger plants, allowing the smaller plants to grow. Avoid sites 

where pesticides, herbicides, and other chemicals or toxins, such as lead or other heavy metals, may be present. Oregon 

grape roots are best harvested in the late fall or winter after seed formation. To harvest, pull the plant up from the base 

of the stem and clip as much root as can be lifted from the soil. Gently brush off any soil and debris, taking care not to 

damage the outer root bark. Keep stems intact or at least 3 ft. in length.  

Oregon Grape flower and leaves (© Oregon State 

University) 

https://knowyourforest.org/sites/default/files/documents/Oregon_grape_root.pdf
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Once collected, the stems and leaves should be separated from the roots and the roots washed with potable water. 

Some stem material may be allowed with the roots, but check with your buyer. Material can then be sold to a processor 

or further processed by cutting or chipping and then drying in a drying rack at 95° to 100°F. Drying time can range from 

24 hours for chipped material to one week for intact roots. Check with your buyer for requirements on moisture content 

(e.g., many buyers require a maximum of 10% moisture content to prevent mold/bacterial growth). Further processing 

should be done within 1‐2 days after harvesting. Dried material can be packaged in clean plastic polyethylene (“poly”) 

bags that are food or pharmaceutical grade. Material should be stored in a dry, cool site free of sunlight and pests; it can 

be stored for up to two years. 

Marketing Oregon Grape 

Thomas and Schumann (1993) recommend conducting a feasibility 

study as the first step to initiating a business harvesting and selling 

any medicinal herb. The study might involve researching existing 

literature, talking with herb businesses, and taking steps to estimate 

the amount of product your land can produce2. Oregon grape has a 

relatively small market (20‐30 tons worldwide), so a volume 

sufficient to attract a buyer might be 500 pounds. There are two 

types of buyers: consolidation buyers (i.e., brokers) and processors. 

Consolidation buyers buy raw Oregon grape root and do their own 

processing or may buy material that is already dried and packaged. 

Consolidators purchase from many harvesters to fill large orders that 

individual harvesters cannot fill alone. Processors are similar to 

consolidation buyers in that they purchase from multiple harvesters in both raw and dried forms. Product is processed 

to its end uses such as medicinal tinctures, capsules, powders, or teas. Processors often have an established set of 

suppliers, may only be interested in purchasing large volumes of product, and may require a guarantee of steady supply. 

Aggregated together, a suite of low value products produced from your property could be quite lucrative over time and 

mitigate the risks of depending on a single, high value species that is vulnerable to fire, disease and low prices from 

global competition. Another option for making Oregon grape a viable economic pursuit is marketing directly to 

customers with value‐added products. Since Oregon grape is a medicinal product you should be careful to follow 

guidelines to protect consumers, but there are many small businesses built around medicinals that harvest, process and 

direct market. 

Prices for Oregon grape will depend on market demand and the level of processing, as well as the producer’s reliability 

in meeting an order and product cleanliness. Table 1 shows an example for 2011 (see original publication).  

1 A more in‐depth report on Oregon grape can be found in Buttolph, L., S. Vasquez and E.T. Jones. 2011. Oregon Grape Root Market Analysis: A 

Business Planning Guide for Small Woodland Owners. Institute for Culture and Ecology. Available at www.ntfpinfo.us.   
2 Thomas, M.G. and D.R. Schumann. 1993. Income opportunities in special forest products: Self‐help suggestions for rural enterpreneurs. USDA 

Forest Service Agriculture Information Bulletin 666. Washington D.C. 

Bundle of dwarf Oregon grape root (photo from original

publication)

 

https://knowyourforest.org/sites/default/files/documents/Oregon_grape_root.pdf
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FNR EXTENSION HOSTS SCIENCE MEETING ON COAST REDWOOD AND GIANT SEQUOIA 
By Dan Stark, OSU Extension Forestry & Natural Resources agent – Clatsop, Lincoln, & Tillamook Counties  

 
In October, the OSU Forestry and Natural Resources Extension program convened academics, researchers, and 
practitioners for the Growing Redwoods in Oregon Science Meeting. Held virtually over two half-days, information 
gathered at this meeting will be used to help FNR Extension develop a resources guide - covering suitability and 
management considerations - for Western Oregon woodland owners and forestland managers that are interested in or 
already growing coast redwood and/or giant sequoia.  
 
WHO PARTICIPATED? 
There were 74 registrants for the meeting comprised of university faculty, researchers, Federal, State, and County 
agencies, land managers, foresters and silviculturalists, geneticists, nursery specialists, educators, forest health 
specialists, and independent contractors and consultants. Attendance for both days peeked at 50+ participants. Most 
participants were from all over Oregon, including Eastern Oregon, California, and as far away as New Zealand. 
 
WHAT WERE THE DESIRED OUTCOMES OF THE SCIENCE MEETING? 
Desired outcomes of the science meeting were to: 

 Provide an opportunity to learn about and discuss the biology and management of coast redwood and giant 

sequoia with experts and practitioners in the field in order to compile and develop resources for land owners; 

 Identify current gaps in knowledge; and 

 Seek out a virtual space for participant networking, connecting, and collaborating. 

WHAT WAS COVERED AT THE MEETING? 
Topics at the meeting were devised based on input provided by over 250 landowners in Oregon (and one in California 

and one in Washington!) who responded to an informal needs assessment distributed by FNR Extension earlier in 2021.  

The agenda for Day 1 included panel presentations and discussions on the basic ecology of coast redwood and giant 
sequoia; climate, genetics, and seed zones, including breakout group discussions; and planting and stocktypes.  
On Day 2, the agenda included an overview and panel on stand management, followed by a whole-group discussion on 
the “Big Q’s” (big questions) pertinent to mills, markets, and forest products for coast redwood and giant sequoia in 
Oregon. 
 
To explore the full agenda, please visit the Growing Redwoods Science Meeting website by clicking here. 
 
NEXT STEPS 
The FNR Extension Growing Redwoods in Oregon team (GRO) – Glenn Ahrens, Alicia Christiansen, Lauren Grand, Norma 
Kline, Dave Shaw, and project lead Dan Stark – have been busy gathering and summarizing information from the 
meeting, and will use this information to develop a resource guide for Oregon. The team has already drafted an outline 
and will split into manuscript teams that will tackle each section. The team is working diligently to submit the manuscript 
for publication by late spring/early summer 2022. 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
Please be sure to visit the Growing Redwoods Science Meeting website for future updates on meeting information and 
links to request access to the meeting recordings. You can also contact FNR Extension Agent Dan Stark 
dan.stark@oregonstate.edu with your questions and input. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.forestry.oregonstate.edu/sites/default/files/GRO_Agenda_final.pdf
https://www.forestry.oregonstate.edu/cpe/growing-redwoods-science-meeting
mailto:dan.stark@oregonstate.edu?subject=GRO
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IT’S TIME TO EMBRACE THE RAIN:  
LOG AND NON-TIMBER FOREST PRODUCT PRICES & TRENDS 

 By Lauren Grand, OSU Forestry & Natural Resources Extension Agent - Lane County 

 
Things are starting to level out after seeing large fluctuations in the lumber market and inventories at the mill. Mills are 
buying now, but each mill’s needs are different. With the onset of the rains, fewer logs usually make it to the log yard. 
This could encourage more aggressive buying, so keep an open communication with buyers if you are looking to sell. 
Rain also means that dirt roads are off limits. So, if you plan to take advantage of winter prices make sure to look into 
rock for your roads. Rock can be a great investment if you harvest frequently and the road accesses a large portion of 
your property.  
  
Douglas-fir prices are currently sitting in the high $700 – low $800/mbf, lower than prices you saw last month as more 
wood comes on the scene, but still great prices. Chips haven’t been exciting in the recent past, by buyers in the valley 
are looking more aggressive these days. Right now chips are in the high $25-$35 per ton range.  
  

 
 
The Hem-fir sorts (spruce, hemlock, grand and white fir) have come down a bit this quarter but if you search you might 
find some good prices. I’m seeing prices in the $450 - $500 per thousand range.  
 
The alder market continues to be pretty good. They are sitting in the $500 - $700 per thousand range depending on size.  
Redcedar prices are down a bit from last quarter with prices around $1300/mbf in the Eugene area and $900 in 
Roseburg area. Incense-cedar on the other hand is holding steady. If you are in the Eugene area you are looking at 
$550/mbf and $650/mbf in Douglas County area. Port-Orford-cedar prices vary quite a bit from $400 - $500/mbf 
depending on small end diameter.  
  
It isn’t Christmas yet, but in the non-timber forest products game that’s the buzz. It is all about trees and greenery right 
now. Most other products are on hold now but will likely start up again in December.  
  
Depending on the weather, we may see prices start to take a turn for the better. That being said, many small 
landowners don’t have rock on their roads, so it is difficult to take advantage of those higher prices. If your roads are 
dirt, take the time to evaluate your management plan and start thinking about next year. The more prepared you are 
the easier the process. If you do have rocked roads, call around to get the purchase orders that work the best for you 
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and your wood. It might be sooner than later that prices look better than what I can offer in this report. Good luck and 
always remember to get your purchase order before you cut! 
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