
 

To receive this newsletter by email and help save postage costs, OR if you would 
like to be removed from our mailing list, please email Shawna at 
shawna.horner@oregonstate.edu or call 541-572-5263, ext 25292.  Thanks! 

 

 

Upcoming Classes 
 

Sept 12, 19, 26 Woodland Management: A Basic Forestry Short Course 6—8pm Gold Beach 

Sept 13  Amphibians in Your Backyard Woodland 5—8pm Charleston 

Oct 3   Woodland Management: A Basic Forestry Short Course 6—8pm Gold Beach  

Oct 17   Making Shiitake Happen! 6—8pm Myrtle Point  

Oct 24   OSU Beef Tour  4—730pm  Roseburg 

Oct 25   Selling Your Logs 5—8pm Myrtle Point 

Oct 30   Noxious Weed Day 1—5 pm Bandon, see page 3 for more information 
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Fall Roads Checklist  
 
Have you been logging this summer? Or perhaps your woodland roads just need a tune up. Proper 
maintenance will save you time and money. Walk your roads with the Fall Road Checklist (below) 
and schedule needed repairs before the winter rains start. This is also a great time to take note of 
bigger tasks; are your culverts starting to rust out, or is the gravel road starting to lose its shape?  
The winter months are a great time to start calculating costs and arranging contractors for non-
urgent tasks that can be completed next summer. But for now, make sure that dirt spurs have 
properly spaced and angled water bars to prevent rutting and sediment entry into streams.  Check 
the ditch-relief culverts; do 
the inlets need to be cleaned 
out? Don’t get carried away 
with cleaning out road ditch-
es, remember vegetated road 
ditches can be a good thing; 
vegetation collects sediment 
and slows down the water.  
Checklist of common forest 
road problems (An excerpt 
from Managing Woodland 
Roads, A Field Guide, PNW 
641): 

Running surface: 
Potholes, ruts 
or berms, wash-
boarding, ero-
sion, wet spots, 
a g g r e g a t e 
thickness (if ap-
plicable). 

Ditch: Too shallow, excess vegetation, blockage, overflows, erosion 
Cut/Fill: Slumping, erosion 
Brush or vegetation: Brush encroaching on road, grass, weeds, or brush growing on road 

surface. 
Water bars (and rolling dips): Too shallow, improper angle, rutted, eroded, too few. 
Ditch-relief culverts: Blocked or clogged, fails to drain ditch, damaged, eroding, 

downslope erosion. 
Have you found a lot of problems? Go ahead and make a list prioritizing the work.  High priority 
should go to fixing road drainage problems, sediment discharges into streams, and fill or cut-slope 
failures that could end up blocking your road (as well as delivering sediment to a stream).  Arc-
shaped cracks in the fill or roadway or other signs of slope instability may require consultation with a 
technical specialist. Problems that affect fish passage/stream crossings are also serious issues, con-
sult an Oregon Department of Forestry Stewardship Forester.  

Continued on page 3 
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If you own forestland in Coos or Curry Counties, you may receive a short survey in the mail 
from OSU Extension, towards the end of September.  This introduced tree diseases and disease 
resistant seedling survey is part of a research study by Oregon State University to better un-
derstand the knowledge and attitudes of small forestland owners in Coos and Curry Counties 
towards introduced tree diseases and disease resistant seedlings. While your participation is 
voluntary, if you could answer it the best of your ability and return it in the self-addressed, 
stamped envelope, it will greatly help our efforts so that we can better support you as for-
estland owners. A cover letter, included with the survey, provides more detailed information. If 
you have any questions regarding the survey, don’t hesitate to contact me at 541-572-5263 
ext. 25294 or norma.kline@oregonstate.edu. 

Port Orford Cedar Survey 

Don’t forget, you will need to file a Notification of Operations with the Oregon Department of 
Forestry, if you are planning road building or reconstruction, or replacing a cross-drain or stream 
crossing.  The Illustrated Forest Practice Manual is a great reference to the rules and regulations: 
Oregon's Forest Protection Laws: An Illustrated Manual Third Edition. The updated 2018 edition is 
now available at: https://www.oregonforests.org/publications 
Once the rains start, pull on some raingear and head out for a walk.  This is a great time to see how 
your road maintenance is holding up.  The old road contractor saying  is “Follow the Water”. Is the 
water running where is should? That is, are the water bars properly diverting the water off the 
roads and is the water draining through the culverts?  Small problems at this stage can often be 
fixed with a little hand shoveling before they turn into big ones. 

Fall Roads Continued from page 2 

2018 Fall Noxious Weed Day 
 
October 30, 2018 
1 – 5pm 
Bandon Library 
Sponsored by the Coos County Noxious Weed Advisory Board 
 
Join us for some local noxious weed learning on Tuesday, October 30, 2018 at the Bandon Li-
brary.  We’ll talk weed identification and control, especially those pesky weeds that are tough 
to manage. Fall is often a great time to attack them before winter sets in. Also, we’ll discuss 
gorse management and control and take a tour of the gorse control plots in Bandon. Should be 
a really fun (and informative) afternoon!  
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Forestry & Natural Resource Publications 
Competition and Density in Woodland Stands  
by Brad Withrow Robinson and Doug Maguire  
EM 9206    Published June 2018    16 pages  
Get the most out of your woodland with a thorough 
look at competition among trees and the density of 
your woodland stand. Learn to use the relative densi-
ty scale and a stand density table specific to your 
tree species to determine the best time to thin your 
trees to achieve your desired results. 
 
 
 
 
 

Thinning in Mature Douglas-fir Stands in Southwest Oregon: A Case Study by 
Max Bennett and Marty Main EM 9199    Published May 2018    12 pages This publication is part of the Al-
ternative Forest Management series. It describes a case study on thinning in the mature Douglas-fir stands 
common to interior southwestern Oregon, many of which have become very dense and are at risk of loss 
due to wildfire, drought, and insect attack. Following a wide thinning from below, nearly all the trees in the 
study responded with increased growth and improved resistance to stressors.This publication is part of the 
Alternative Forest Management series. It describes a case study on thinning in the mature Douglas-fir 
stands common to interior southwestern Oregon, many of which have become very dense and are at risk of 
loss due to wildfire, drought, and insect attack. Following a wide thinning from below, nearly all the trees in 
the study responded with increased growth and im-
proved resistance to stressors. 
 
 

Choosing the Right Tree-Planting Con-
tractor for Your Family Forest  
by Stephen A. Fitzgerald EM 9201    Published May 
2018    4 pages   
Replanting after a timber harvest? Tree planting is ex-
pensive, you want to choose the right tree planting 
contractor from the start. Learn what questions to ask 
potential contractors. 
 
 

Keeping Your Home and Property Safe from Wildfire: A Defensible Space 
and Fuel Reduction Guide for Homeowners and Landowners  
by Max Bennett, Stephen A. Fitzgerald, Alicia Jones and Kara Baylog EM 9184     
Published December 2017    36 pages  

Photo by Lynn Ketchum @ OSU 

Photo by Stephen A.Fitzgerald @ OSU 
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Forestry and Natural Resources Workshops 
Finding Frogs and Noticing Newts: Amphibians in 
Your Backyard Woodland. Learn to identify the common 
amphibians in our area and their habitat requirements.  A lec-
ture will be followed by a short walk near South Slough visitor 
center.  Instructor Lauren Grand. Thursday, September 27 
from 5—8 pm  at South Slough near Charleston. Cost is $15 
per person.  
  
 
 
Making Shiitake Happen! Sponsored by Women Owning 
Woodlands  
In this workshop you will 
not only learn about the   
ecology of these mush-
rooms but also how to 

grow these tasty edibles in your own woodland. In this 
class you will inoculate a log with mushroom spores for 
at home production and cultivation. Instructor Tiffany 
Fegel. Wednesday, October 17 from 6—8pm at Coos 
County Extension in Myrtle Point. Cost is $10 per per-
son.  
 
Selling Your Logs.  This evening workshop covers the 
basics of timber harvesting and timber sale 
management for small woodland owners. 
Instructor Francisca Belart. Thursday, Octo-
ber 25 from 5—8pm at Coos County Exten-
sion in Myrtle Point. Cost is $15 per person 
or $20 per family when sharing materials.  
 
To register for any of these workshops, call 
Shawna at 541-572-5263 ext 25292 or 
email shawna.horner@oregonstate.edu 
 
If you have a disability that requires accommodations, 
please call Shawna at 541-572-5263 or email 
shawna.horner@oregonstate.edu to make arrange-
ments at least one week prior to the event.  
 

Photo by Loren Grand @ OSU 

Photo by Lynn Ketchum @ OSU 

Photo by Tiffany Fegel @ OSU 
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How to Manage Your Forest Video Series 
Did you know that OSU Extension has an online woodland management series? These videos 
are a great way to continue building your forest management knowledge base. The “How to 
Manage Your Forest” online Extension program is designed to introduce you to a broad range of 
fundamental forest management topics that will help you achieve your unique forestland goals 
and objectives. Through this program, you can now learn these practical, research-based skills 
and techniques on your own time and at your own schedule. 

Our first module is Silviculture, or the art and science of managing forests to achieve your objec-
tives. We recommend you begin by watching the Introductory Video below, then viewing each 
of the nine Silviculture sections in the order listed. 

Next is the Management Practices module which con-
tains eleven more sections, covering a wide array of 
valuable forest management topics that will help you 
achieve your goals and objectives. 

Last, we have included a Business Management mod-
ule where you can learn about Federal and Oregon 
State taxes and what you can do to minimize their im-
pact on your financial health. 

Here is the link and description of Module 1: 

http://extensionweb.forestry.oregonstate.edu/programs/how-manage-your-forest 

Module 1: Silviculture.  

 Goals and Objectives: Why goals and objectives are important and many of the goals common to 
woodland owners are discussed. 

 Site Factors: The site and condition of the forest strongly influence the selection of appropriate 
goals. This section shows how to evaluate site and stand condition factors 

 How Trees Grow: Understanding the biology of tree growth provides powerful insights into develop-
ing forest management decisions. 

 Forest Ecology: Forests are dynamic systems. Understanding the principles of forest ecology is fun-
damental to sound forest management. 

 Silvicultural systems: Silvicultural systems are a planned set of treatments by which forests are re-
generated, managed, and harvested. 

 How Forests Grow:Understanding these dynamic systems enables the landowner to select the best 
trees and the right number of trees needed to achieve their desired goals. 

 Density Management: Forest density influences how fast trees grow, their resistance to insects and 
diseases, and even tree form and wood quality. 

 Thinning Methods: Thinning a stand of trees is one of the most powerful tools available to manage 
for a wide variety of goals. 

 Other treatemetns: Improving a stand by removing undesirable trees or cleaning up dead and dying 
trees following wildfire or forest health problems is discussed, as well as pruning limbs and applying 
fertilizer 

Photo by Stephen Ward @OSU 
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Continued on page 9 

Tansy is a problem again this year. “So how do we get more 
biocontrol insects?”  
 
That’s a question I’ve been asked a lot lately.  Without giving 
you a 6 page document to read, I thought it’d be worthwhile 
to talk about tansy, tansy biocontrol insects, and treatment. 
Now is the time we see it’s ugly yellow head all over our pas-
tures, so naturally, NOW is the time we want to do some-
thing about it. 
     You’re on the right track with wanting to get more biocontrol agents. Especially the tansy flea 
beetle. That little guy is a workhorse! I love that we’re all thinking about maximizing the use of na-
ture’s controls instead of relying on spray programs …. It’s really great!  But here’s the deal with the 
flea beetle (and the cinnabar moth, and the tansy seed head fly):  
Whenever ODA has surveyed tansy sites looking for biocontrol agents, they have found them.  
They’re there.  In fact, rumor has it that Eric Coombs, the head biocontrol guy at ODA, even offered 
to buy a steak dinner for anyone who could go to a site and NOT find biocontrol agents. So far, he 
has not had a dinner date (of that sort, anyway).  So the good news is, the biocontrols – including 
the flea beetle – are out there. You don’t need to get more. What’s happening now is natural popu-
lation cycling: the tansy population builds up and the biocontrol populations follow, building up in 
response to their food source (tansy) …. But they lag behind.   
That’s sort of the bad news, the lagging behind bit.   
     In summary, I’m glad you’re thinking about biocontrol agents and tansy. I’m really glad that 
you’re remembering the tansy flea beetle, too – he’s going to start getting pretty active in the next 
month or two.   What can you do while you’re waiting?   
 Make sure your pasture management is encouraging the forage species you want. That’s step 

number one: making it as easy as possible for the stuff you want to grow.  If you need ideas for 
that, give me a call and I’ll be happy to talk strategies with you. 
 

 Remove the potential for livestock poisonings. Whether you do this by moving your animals, es-
pecially during this dry time of year when there’s not as much forage available, or whether you 
fence them out with electric fence, or whether you remove the existing tansy plants …. Whatever 
you do, try to keep your animals and your tansy separate. Focus especially on tansy that is in 
overgrazed pastures or places where you work cattle or horses. 
 

Tansy flea beetle (photo: ODA). 

Tansy Ragwort 
By Cassie Bouska 
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Ask an Expert is a way for you to get answers from the  
Oregon State University Extension Service. We have  
experts in family and health, community development,  
food and agriculture, coastal  issues, forestry, programs 
for young  people, and gardening. 
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/extension-ask-an-
expert 

Tansy ragwort, continued from page 8 

 DON’T SPRAY THE TALL TANSY NOW. It’s done and going to seed and the plant is already 
dying. Spraying now might make you feel better, but it’s just a waste of money.  A better op-
tion? Wait until after we get a little bit of rain and spray the rosettes (the small immature tan-
sy plant that is all leaf material) with a broadleaf herbicide.  Crossbow would work. As would 
a product like Transline or Milestone. You can find a more complete list of products at 
https://pnwhandbooks.org/weed/problem-weeds/ragwort-tansy-senecio-jacobaea 
Remember to always read and follow the label of any pesticide you use! 
 

 Be ready to retreat in the spring.  Be sure to get to tansy plants before they bolt (shoot up-
ward in growth)and flower.  That’s when herbicides are most effective. 
 

 Once you’ve got your tansy under control (however you decided to do it), walk your pastures 
regularly and take care of pioneer plants that are trying to get a foothold on your farm. You 
might think it’s “just one plant”, but that “one” plant has hundreds, if not thousands, of seeds 
that are all itching for the chance to grow.   

Diamond Pioneer Award 
Congratulations to Ken Messerle for being awarded the Diamond Pioneer Award from OSU this 
year!  This award recognizes men and women who have contributed a great deal to the develop-
ment of Oregon’s agriculture and natural resources and/or Oregon State University.  This is an 
award that reflects involvement and service that has characterized a lifetime. Thank you, Ken, for all 
that you do!!!  
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