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Portland Area 4-H Partner Schools 

Grades K-8 

 
Press Release: Students and teachers in the Portland area are getting help to solve the 
staggeringly high school dropout rate. Students in 4-H Partner Schools can learn by doing in the 
classroom. Schools that partner with Portland 4-H can now engage students in every grade level 
with hands-on learning designed to create new challenges and build skills and knowledge. 4-H 
programs fuel sparks and connects youth to their community by showing them how their 
passions and skills can make a positive impact on the world around them.  

To help drive student engagement in the classroom, teachers in 4-H Partner Schools can now 
supplement curriculum with 4-H hands-on learning programs like Fish Stewards, The Lost 
Ladybug Project, Embryology, Art, Youth Entrepreneurship, and Urban Rural Exchange. In order 
to develop into productive, contributing adults with strong and meaningful relationships and a 
healthy lifestyle, it is essential for a young person to be engaged in school and feel connected to 
their community. Research from Oregon State University shows that students grow and thrive 
during childhood and adolescence when their passions, or sparks, are nurtured and explored.  

Portland Area 4-H Youth Development faculty are the experts in engaging young people in 
hands on learning and igniting sparks. Driven by research, the Portland 4-H program offers 
curriculum designed to meet education standards and to create an environment where 
students feel welcome and safe to explore and learn. Students have opportunities to connect to 
their community through solving real-world problems, sharing their knowledge, and 
contributing to the 4-H Partner School on the leadership team.  

Until now, it was time consuming and costly for Portland area schools and teachers to deliver 
hands-on learning curriculum in the classroom. Portland 4-H Youth Development faculty 
provide curriculum, training, equipment, and on-site support for multiple short intensive 
programs for grades K-12. “Students are more engaged and excited about school when 4-H 
programs are brought into the classroom,” reported one teacher from a 4-H Partner School.  

 

For more information on the application process, please contact Maureen Hosty at 
maureen.hosty@oregonstate.edu 
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Frequently Asked Questions: 

1. What are the school requirements to be a 4-H Partner School? 
Schools are required to help facilitate teacher participation for orientation, recruit 1-2 
parent volunteers for each 4-H project area, and make classroom time available for 
hands-on learning opportunities.  
 

2. How do schools apply to be a 4-H Partner School? 
Schools can become a 4-H Partner School by signing the partnership agreement, meet 
with a Portland 4-H staff member, attend the orientation, and submitting a $250 
program fee. 
 

3. Why do schools need to have an introductory meeting with Portland 4-H staff?  
This is a great opportunity to build a strong working relationship and to help ensure 
goals are met for both schools and Portland 4-H. 
 

4. How long are the introductory meetings with Portland 4-H staff?  
Meetings are typically 30 to 40 minutes long.  
 

5. Where is the introductory meeting held? 
Portland 4-H staff are happy to arrange a meeting at each school during times that are 
convenient for school administrators and teachers.  
 

6. Why do schools have to have at least three different grade levels participating in 4-H 
programs? 
Research demonstrates that sustained engagement through elementary, middle and 
high schools is critical to ignite sparks and build necessary skills and knowledge for 
students to grow and thrive in caring, contributing, and successful adults.  
 

7. Why do schools need to recruit parent volunteers for each 4-H program area? 
This commitment will help minimize the time commitments on teachers in the 4-H 
Portland Partner Schools while maximizing communication and on-site support for 
classrooms.  
 

8. How long do schools have to commit to be a 4-H Partner School? 
Research shows that sustained engagement helps students grow and thrive in the 
classroom. Portland 4-H Youth Development requires a minimum 2-year commitment. 
 

9. Why do schools need to pay a $250 program fee to be a 4-H Partner School? 
The program fee will help cover Portland 4-H staff travel and equipment costs.  
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10. Do schools need to re-apply to be a 4-H Partner School each year?  
Yes, schools will need to sign the partnership agreement and submit the $250 program 
fee to renew 4-H Partner School commitment (pilot schools who applied and submitted 
their program fee in 2018-19 do not need to pay an additional fee) 
 

11. How do schools pay the $250 program fee? 
Schools can pay by check or online through a program called Ideal-logic. Portland 4-H 
will send detailed instructions.  
 

12. What should we do if our school does not have a budget to cover the 4-H Partner 
School? 
Portland 4-H Youth Development is dedicated to providing hands-on learning to youth 
regardless of a school’s capability to pay the program fee. Please contact Maureen 
Hosty to discuss the 4-H Partner School application process.  
 

13. When is orientation?  
The orientation will be held at the Portland 4-H Extension office on September 24th from 
4 to 6 pm. A flyer with more specific information is available.  
 

14. What is covered during the orientation? 
Program basics including anticipated school curriculum timeline, establishing a 4-H 
leadership team, developing a communication plan, and discussing program 
expectations and outcomes will be covered during the orientation. 
 

15. Who needs to attend the orientation? 
Each school should send a team of three to five individuals including teachers and 
parent volunteers to the orientation.  
 

16. How long are 4-H projects?  
The 4-H curriculum is designed to be 4-6 weeks long. However, some projects such as 
youth entrepreneurship are longer. 
 

17. When are Teacher and Parent Volunteer trainings?  
Trainings are held before the 4-H curriculum is delivered in the classroom. Trainings are 
held in October, January, and March.  
 

18. Where are trainings held?  
The Trainings will be held at the Portland 4-H Extension office or at schools if need be. 
 

19. How will schools, teachers, and leadership team communicate to 4-H Youth Faculty?  
A free online instant messaging service called Slack will be used.  
 

20. Why do schools have to form a 4-H leadership team?  
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Forming a leadership team is critical for students, teachers, and parents to have an 
opportunity to create change in their school community, to promote effective 
communication, and to help ensure program sustainability. 
 
 

21. How many people should be on the 4-H leadership team?  
At least one teacher, parent, and older youth should be on the 4-H leadership team.  
 
 

22. How many times does the 4-H leadership team meet? 
The 4-H Leadership team will meet three to four times a year either in person or 
conference calls.  
 

23. How will the School 4-H Leadership teams be supported? 
Portland 4-H staff will be available to attend meetings as needed and provide monthly 
program updates.  
 

24. When will be the 4-H Urban Summit be held?  
The 4-H Urban Summit will be held at the end of year in April.  
 

25. Where will the 4-H Urban Summit be held?  
The 4-H Urban Summit will be held in downtown Portland. Location will be accessible by 
public transportation.  
 

26. Is there a cost associated with the 4-H Urban Summit? 
There is no additional cost to schools for the 4-H Urban Summit. Portland 4-H 
encourages students to bring a sack lunch for the event.  
 

27. Why should students participate in the 4-H Urban Summit?  
Students will have the opportunity to showcase their skills and mastery to other 
students in the Portland area. Student achievement and 4-H Partner School partnerships 
will be recognized at the 4-H Urban Summit. 
  

28. What program is available to grades K-1? 
Art and the Lost Ladybug project: A citizen science project exploring the world of 
ladybugs. 
 

29. What program is available to grades 2-3? 
Art, Embryology: Hatching chicks in the classroom, and How Plants Grow 
 

30. What program is available to grades 3-4? 
Art, Forestry and Classroom Pets: Exploring Animal Science through the care of a 
classroom pet, and Pacific Lamprey Project. 
 

31. What program is available to grades 3-5? 
Art, Fish Stewards: Raising Salmon in the Classroom and the Pacific Lamprey Project. 
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32. What program is available to grades 4-6? 

Art and Pacific Lamprey in the Classroom: Multi-media curriculum and a classroom 
presentation with live adult lamprey. 
  

33. What program is available to grades 7-8? 
Art, Youth Entrepreneurs and 4-H Urban-Rural Exchange: Gain a deeper understanding 
of the social, economic, and environmental issues across the urban-rural divide. 
 

34. What if a classroom wants to participate in 4-H program that is designated for 
another grade level? 
The curriculum is designed to meet educational goals and requirements for specific 
grade levels. Instead, Portland 4-H encourages peer mentoring in older grade levels so 
younger grade levels are exposed to different 4-H programs. 

 

 

 


