
Crook County 4-H Record Book Highlights 

The purpose of record books is to teach life skills of record keeping, have documentation of projects if 
needed for veterinary care, and have a memory book to help with college scholarships and applications. 

When do you start your record book?  The 4-H calendar year starts October 1st and ends September 30 
every year. 

If you want your record book judged for awards, you must turn in a completed record book by October 
15th. 

Record book check-in dates are in June of every year.  This will be held in the Clover Building.  It is 
MANDATORY for the 4-H YOUTH MEMBER and THEIR RECORD BOOK to attend if they wish to participate 
at the county fair with 4-H. 

Requirements for record book check-in, in the order that they should be in the record book: 

• 4-H Notes/Story from current year may be started but not required 
• Section 1 of 4-H Résumé completed for previous year and started for current year 
• Section 2 4-H Project/Program Summary page must be complete up to current year 
• All other pages of the Résumé must show progression in activities 
• Participation in 4-H Contests/Competitions must be complete for all previous years 
• Project records for the current year must be up to date at the time of check-in 
• Advancements—must show progression (we ask for a minimum of 3 per project) 
• Previous 4-H year notes/story and project records, including financial summary, must 

be completed and closed out for the year 

4-H Résumé—There is no need to duplicate entries.  Follow the examples at the top of each page.  This 
will show you exactly what goes on what page.  There are a few examples of needing to enter something 
in more than one area—if you attended Summer Conference and you actively participated in a 
community service there (you would have an entry in Events and Community Service), if you plan a 
community service and participate in the community service (list under community service for the 
participation part and also list in the leadership for the planning). 

Animal Science and Feed & Growth 

If you have a back-up animal in the same species, you must have a Feed and Growth record for that 
back-up animal and include it on your Animal Science record.  If you have a back-up animal that is a 
different species, you must have a Feed and Growth record along with a separate Animal Science record 
for that species of animal. 

If you have a breeding project and that project animal has offspring, be sure to list them on your Animal 
Science record on the first page under Inventory and Purchases. 

Equipment and Supplies—list all equipment and supplies that you have from your previous year.  At the 
end of the year you will depreciate the value by 3% to get the value at close of record.  You will bring the 
equipment and supplies that you purchase through the year (listed in the “Other Expenses”) up at the 



end of the year and put the value in the value at close of record to get your total at the close of the 
record. 

Income— 

 Premium money is what you would receive from the ribbons that you get from fair.  This money 
is given out at the Extension office 2 weeks after fair and only available to be picked up for those 5 days.  
Make sure that you come in to get it during that time, or call ahead to have it held for you.  You will list 
this as the date and the total that you received from this project in the “income from services and 
exhibiting” column. 

Income from sale of animal-the auction check that you receive some time in September, you will 
find the “market price” by taking the market livestock resale price per pound (from the Livestock 
Auction Catalog that is given to all the buyers at the time of the auction) and multiplying that by the fair 
weight of the market animal.  The “above market price” is the difference between the “Total selling 
price” (that is on your Livestock Auction Check as the Total Gross Sale) and the “market price”.  The 
“total selling price” is the amount on your check stub listed as “Total Gross Sale”.  This is your total price 
per pound plus any bumps that you received.  

 You will total up the 3 columns (total selling price, income from sale of products, income from 
services and exhibiting) and that will give you your Total Receipts. 

Advancement Program 

 If the project that you are participating in has an advancement program, it is required that you 
are working in it.  At record book check-in we will be looking for progression in the advancements that 
are in your record book.  If this is your 4th year in 4-H, you need to have some advancements done 
before record book check in.  General rule is that at least 3 advancements in whatever level the youth is 
in, are marked off each year. 

4-H Notes/Story 

 This is the 4-H member’s story of their experience for the 4-H year.  This story needs to be 
complete for the previous year from October 1- September 30 and they must have talked about their 
Fair experience.  The current year’s notes can be started for record book check-in but does not need to 
be complete.  The completion will need to be done prior to turning the record book in for judging in the 
fall or before record book check-in for next year. 

 

 

*Record Books are the most efficient with continual work, rather than once per year 


