Klamath County Beef Department Policies

General Beef Rules:
1. The 4-H Division is a youth show. All care and fitting must be done by the 4-H exhibitor. Exhibitors should be able to demonstrate if asked. Involvement of adults must be limited to advising. Any 4-H animal fitted for showing by adults or professionals will be declared ineligible for showing. 4-H animals must be fitted in the 4-H barn area. https://oregonstate.app.box.com/v/4hfairbookanimal 
      Klamath County 4-H or FFA members can work together to fit, but only members from Klamath. 
2. The general beef rules will incorporate by reference the Code of Conduct in the enrollment packet, the 4-H/FFA General Rules, the 4-H/FFA Animal Science Rules and the Market Auction Sale Policies, if applicable. All the rules and policies can be found in the Klamath County Fair Exhibitor Handbook or OSU Rules & Procedures https://extension.oregonstate.edu/4h/rules-procedures. In addition, the State Fair Rules will supersede any rules at the county level when applicable.  State Fair rules are available online. 
3. No actions shall be taken involving the Beef Division without involvement of the Beef Superintendent(s) who will then present any proposed changes to the Beef Leaders at the next meeting.  A vote from the Leaders will constitute approval or denial of any proposed changes.  Ratification or modification of any rules must have two-thirds majority approval of leaders present at the appropriate meeting.  All other decisions shall be approved with a simple majority approval.  If time is a factor, a telephone vote is allowed. These changes will then be submitted the Extension Agent for final approval/disapproval decision. 
4. Each club in attendance at the beef division meetings will be allowed one vote. The vote may come from a leader, parent or junior/teen leader representing the club. All other voting outside the beef division business will be by the 4-H Leaders Executive Board’s guidelines. 
5. If a club has not been represented at a minimum of two of the three previous meetings, they shall not have a vote on any matter until their attendance meets these requirements.
6. [bookmark: _Hlk216958492]Tragically, if a 4-H member suffers serious injury that prevents participation, or if a 4-H member dies during the 4-H year, then OSU Extension, 4-H Staff and Superintendents will make extra efforts working with the family to honor the member and their 4-H work. For more details see: Oregon 4-H Rules and Procedures, Section 2 Membership      https://extension.oregonstate.edu/4h/rules-procedures 
7. [bookmark: _Hlk216958530]In the event of a complaint or problem, club leaders will take the issue to the Beef Superintendent(s) will be notified first.  If the Beef Superintendent(s) deems any action is necessary, it will then be taken to the Extension Agent to determine options in addressing the situation.  If the Beef Superintendent(s) is the subject of the complaint, the Assistant Superintendent will present the issue to the Extension Agent for resolution.

Tagging and Weighing:
1. All prospective market auction animals must have been owned and be in the possession of the 4-H/FFA member by Spring Weigh-in. “Possession” of all species will be identified by designated ear tags and will be committed to a specific member, including the backup animal(s). A family back up animal can be listed on multiple family members if that is a shared animal. 
2. For any fair animal, market or breeding, not residing at the members property they must complete an Animal Housing Location Disclosure form and return it to their club leader/chapter advisor by June 1. Failure to not meet guidelines of the Animal Housing Location Disclosure may result in non-participation in the division’s Final Drive for the current year. 
3. All “ownership” deadlines are also “possession” deadlines. Any 4-H exhibitor leasing animals must follow the state leasing guidelines (file:///C:/Users/reedtra/Downloads/2025%20Animal%20Science%20Fair%20Book%20(1).pdf ) which include listing specific responsibilities of each party. Members must have care responsibility as of June 1 to include feeding, care, and fitting of animals. A member may lease multiple animals with a copy of the lease contract provided to the 4-H office by June 1 for livestock. 
4. All market beef, including back up steers, must be weighed at the mandatory weigh-in the first week of March.  
5. The minimum weight at Klamath County Fair is 1000 pounds and there will be no maximum weight. All steers will be required to gain at least 1.5 lbs. per day from spring weigh in to county fair in order to show in any of the following classes: market, non-auction market, and ranch raised. A transportation certificate for each market auction steer must be turned in at the time of weigh-in, to show ownership.  The bill of sale on the backside must be complete to show transfer from the original owner. A “Proof of Ownership” copy will also need to be provided for the Extension Office that included the month/year of birth. 
6. Approximately two to three weeks following the weigh-in, a list will be sent to each leader with their members and the tags that were assigned to their market beef.  All tags must be checked at this time to ensure they are correct.  If tags have not been assigned correctly, the leader must make the correction to the Extension Office.
7. In the event a market steer or heifer loses a tag, the member must immediately notify their leader to obtain another tag through the Beef Superintendent and the 4-H Office.  It is the leader's responsibility to ensure that the tag is properly replaced.
8. An official weigh-in is to be conducted at the fair.  The results of this weigh-in will be used to establish class lists, by weight, for judging of market animals and as the official weights for auction.  
9. If an exhibitor’s market beef dies or is incapacitated, a Klamath County tagged backup animal may be obtained with notification to the Beef Superintendent, 4-H Leader and 4-H Extension Agent(s). A proposal plan must be submitted within 2 weeks of the animal’s death outlining the possible possession of a different tagged animal to include a timeline up to fair. Possession of a back-up animal must be at least 14 days before fair. If an exhibitor’s steer dies or is incapacitated with less than 14 days until fair, at the discretion of the 4-H Extension Agent, in consultation with Beef Superintendent and 4-H Leader, possession of a tagged back-up steer may be obtained.

Entry of animals at fair:
1. A veterinarian will check all animals for health.  The veterinarian has full authority to deny entry to animals if they exhibit signs of lice, disease, or poor health.  At the veterinarian's discretion, the entire load may be sifted.  There is no recourse to the veterinarian's decision - his or her decision is final.
2. The veterinarian may cause removal of animals from the fairgrounds at any time if the animal shows symptoms of poor health that were not seen during the preliminary veterinary check.
3. All Beef Division animals must enter the fairgrounds within the prescribed time parameters.  Special circumstances may be allowed with the approval of the Beef Superintendents and Extension Agent. 
4. No animals shall be removed from the fair without release from the Beef Superintendent and 4-H Extension Agent.

Exhibiting animals at fair:
1. Each exhibitor is allowed to show and sell (if not sifted) one Klamath County tagged market beef at the fair.
2. Only polled or dehorned market steers are allowed.  Any market beef having a scur(s) and/or horn(s) more than one inch long will not be admitted to the show.
3. Weight classes for market auction steers will be posted Thursday evening after weigh-in. There are no breed classes for market cattle.
4. Beef members exhibiting in both market and breeding classes may show either their own market beef or breeding animals in Showmanship, there is no age limit on the breeding animal, however the animal must also be shown in breed classes to qualify for Showmanship.
5. Nose Rings and Cable (including coated cable) Halters are not allowed.
6. Grain may be fed inside the barn.  Minimal amounts of hay may be fed inside the barn.  Water buckets will not be left unattended in the barn unless they are attached to the fence.  Grain buckets must be taken out of the barn when done eating. All buckets are to be taken out at night.  Animals may be fed in designated feed areas.  Each club is responsible for cleaning their feed area daily.
7. Operation of one blower per club (10 kids and under and one additional blower for larger clubs) will be permitted in the beef barn for blowing off chips and maintaining cleanliness of cattle only, not for full fitting or grooming purposes. Blowers shall not be left unattended in the alley.
8. No formal fitting in the beef barn, unless approved by beef superintendent.
9. Unethical fitting will not be permitted; This is defined but not limited to, adding hair of any kind to animal, altering the color of animal’s natural hair color with dyes, paints or colored foam. The use of colored products may be used if they match the animal’s natural hair color. This does not include powdered aerosol products that will be covered by natural hair-colored products.
10. Topical oil is only allowed on sale day.
11. Do not block any alleys with fans, butt fans, wheelbarrows, displays etc.
12. Fans will be allowed in the barn and will blow towards the non-show side.
13. Ranch Raised: Members must have documented ownership for expecting animals before babies are born at member or member’s parents. For circumstances that a member’s project is relocated for specific facilities, make sure an Animal Housing Location Disclosure form is completed for that animal so the member qualifies for Farm Raised. After fair entries close, all class participants will be asked to complete a Farm Raised Showcase to display at fair about your project.   
14. Market and breeding classes will be judged on the Danish system (purple, blue, red, white - scratch).
15. Showmanship classes will be placed (1, 2, 3, 4, etc.) with ribbons showing their placings in the class. The judge has discretion to bring more showmen back, than the first-place winners, if judge deems they are qualified.
16. Placement in the auction lineup is determined by class placing. White ribbon steers shall be sifted and will not be allowed to sell in the auction.
17. The auction lineup is to be reviewed by the Beef Superintendents prior to publication.  A draft copy is to be given to the Beef Superintendents Friday afternoon and must be reviewed and returned by Saturday at 10 AM for production of the Sales Catalog. This will allow time for review and corrections prior to printing.
18. Animals placing with blue ribbons or higher in the breeding, market & showmanship classes shown by intermediate or senior members are eligible for state fair competition.
19. Any members who have animals qualifying for state fair shall be notified prior to the end of the county fair so they have time for decision-making and entry to the state fair.
20. Ultrasound for carcass data is mandatory on all market beef projects, as long as a “no clipping” option is available. 

Auction
1. Placement in the auction lineup is determined by class placing. White ribbon animals shall be sifted and will not be allowed to sell in the auction.
2. The auction lineup is to be reviewed by the Beef Superintendents prior to publication. A draft copy is to be given to the Lead Superintendent on Friday afternoon and must be reviewed and returned by Saturday at no later than 9 AM for production of the Sales Catalog. This will allow time for review and corrections prior to printing.

Removing animals from the fair:
1. No animals shall be removed early from the fair without release from the Superintendents and Extension Agent.
2. Any animals needing medical care please contact the club leader or chapter adviser. The leader/advisor will notify Superintendent who will contact 4-H Agent and call for a veterinarian or medical staff. At conclusion of treatment, Superintendents and 4-H Agent will need to be notified of concerns and possible notification to the Fairgrounds Manager depending on issue. 

State Fair Entries
1. Members must show the same animal at State Fair that qualified at the county fair and no animal may be entered in both 4-H and FFA, except horse, llama and/or dog projects. 
2. Animals placing with blue ribbons or higher in the breeding, market & showmanship classes shown by intermediate or senior members are eligible for state fair competition. Exceptions can be requested. 
3. Depending on State Fair entry dates, members may have to consider their commitment to State Fair prior to county fair. All entries will be gathered the week after the Klamath County Fair.
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