Klamath County Dog Rules

All Dog Programs:
1. The 4-H Division is a youth show. All care and fitting must be done by the 4-H exhibitor. Exhibitors should be able to demonstrate if asked. Involvement of adults must be limited to advising. Any 4-H animal fitted for showing by adults or professionals will be declared ineligible for showing. 4-H animals must be fitted in the 4-H barn area. https://oregonstate.app.box.com/v/4hfairbookanimal 
2. Tragically, if a 4-H member suffers a serious injury that prevents participation, or if a 4-H member dies during the 4-H year, then OSU Extension, 4-H Staff and Superintendents will make extra efforts working with the family to honor the member and their 4-H work. Membership rules & Procedures https://extension.oregonstate.edu/4h/rules-procedures
3. All members enrolled in the 4-H Dog project must attend a division meeting and turn in a pre-fair record book to the Extension Office before participating in fair each year.
4. All dogs, regardless of age or breed, are eligible, providing they are healthy and suitably trained. 
5. All “ownership” deadlines are also “possession” deadlines.  Members must own or lease a dog by April 1 where all training is then the responsibility of the member. If a member is showing a dog other than a dog they own, then the member, member’s parent(s) or guardian(s), and the owner of the dog must sign a Dog Lease Form by April 1 and be on record at the Extension Office. Any 4-H exhibitor leasing animals must follow the state leasing guidelines (file:///C:/Users/reedtra/Downloads/2025%20Animal%20Science%20Fair%20Book%20(1).pdf ) which include listing specific responsibilities of each party. Members must have care responsibility as of April 1 to include feeding, care, and fitting of animals.
6. Members bringing dogs to the State Fair are required to have their dogs currently vaccinated against Rabies, DHLPP and Bordetella. No health certificate or documentation is required at the state fair level but is required to participate in fair. Dogs must be vaccinated 30 days prior to fair in Klamath County. However, if a dog has a visible skin or physical problem, a certificate from a veterinarian is required indicating the condition is not contagious nor harmful to the dog during competition. 
7. Members will provide a Health Certificate that lists vaccinations and dates given when they register on the day of fair. 
8. Each 4-H class is outlined in the premium guide, and the judge is to use the 4-H Obedience or Showmanship Score Sheets. Dogs will be placed in Blue, Red, and White award groups according to their score.
9. The same standards of performance required in AKC obedience trial judging shall be used in judging 4-H obedience trials. In all classes, the judge has the option of assessing penalty points for your errors or any misbehavior.
10. At the discretion of the superintendent or judge, any dog showing signs of aggression, such as attacking or attempting to attack another dog or person, at any time in or out of the show ring, shall be disqualified from competition and asked to leave the fairgrounds immediately and all ribbons will be withheld. See 4-H 1202, 4-H Dog Obedience, Showmanship and Contest Guide for specific rules.
11. Muzzles will not be allowed at fair.
12. Crates are required for all dogs and they must be “on lead” while on the fairgrounds. See 4-H 1202, 4-H Dog Obedience, Showmanship and Contest Guide for specific rules.
13. The exhibitor must use a lead of leather or fabric (but no chain) and a nylon or chain slip collar or plain buckle collar. Special training collars and/or spiked collars are not allowed. It is suggested, in the best interest of the exhibitor and dog, that a show lead be used in showmanship contests. See 4-H 1202, 4-H Dog Obedience, Showmanship and Contest Guide for specific rules.
14. Contestants selected to represent Klamath County at the State Fair will be chosen from Intermediate and Senior exhibitors who were awarded blue ribbons in either Showmanship or Obedience. 
15. 4-H members may enter a dog in each class providing the dog qualified for State Fair at the county level in that particular class. The same dog may not be entered in more than one obedience class. Members must bring the same dog(s) for competition at State Fair as was shown at the county level by the members.
16. A minimum obedience score of 170 or higher is suggested to enter the same class at State Fair. 
17. Rally may also be entered at State Fair, if the member has qualified in showmanship/companion pet at the local qualifier.
18. The Oregon 4-H Dress Code of neat and clean is encouraged and expected; closed toed shoes are also expected. Inappropriate dress such as low-cut tops, T-shirts with offensive language or torn jeans are not acceptable.
19. Exhibitors are expected to know and follow Animal Science Rules and Health Requirements        https://oregonstate.app.box.com/v/4hfairbookanimal 
20. For reference on general contest guidelines, see the publication “4-H Dog Obedience, Showmanship and Contest Guide” 1202.   http://oregonstate.edu/dept/kbrec/4h-companion-animals 
a. Obedience trials in 4-H are divided into eight major class divisions: Pre-Novice, Beginner Novice, Novice, Graduate Novice, Advanced Graduate Novice, Open, Open Challenge, Utility, and Veteran/Handicapped.
b. All major classes divisions are open to 4-H members that have not scored more than 170 points in a 4-H obedience trial, in a previous contest year with the same dog, or who have less than three qualifying scores towards a title in recognized AKC trials. 4-H members who have scored 170 points or more in any 4-H class or who have achieved an AKC obedience title must advance to the next class the following contest year. (This includes utility, as long as they are eligible for 4-H). 
Agility (Klamath County Class only)
c. Dog must be 15 months or older to compete, dogs must be in sound health and up to date on vaccinations. Special consideration can be approved by the dog superintendent.  

Specialty Classes:
1. Dog Knowledge Test: This is an optional activity for 4-H members. Testing time will be posted prior to fair each year.  
2. Tricks: No pre-entry of this class required. Members may enter the ring to show any special trick to the judge. Sitting and lying down do not count as a trick. 
3. Costume Contest: No pre-entry of this class required. Open to all ages and may be done individually or as a club. All costumes must be prepared prior to fair. Contestants will be given a small amount of time to dress their dog prior to the class.
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