Klamath County Sheep Department Policies
*(Bold items are state fair policies)
General Sheep Rules:

1. The 4-H Division is a youth show. All care and fitting must be done by the 4-H exhibitor. Exhibitors should be able to demonstrate if asked. Involvement of adults must be limited to advising. Any 4-H animal fitted for showing by adults or professionals will be declared ineligible for showing. 4-H animals must be fitted in the 4-H barn area. https://oregonstate.app.box.com/v/4hfairbookanimal Klamath County 4-H or FFA members can work together to fit, but only members from Klamath. 
2. The general sheep rules will incorporate by reference the Code of Conduct in the enrollment packet, the 4-H/FFA General Rules, the 4-H/FFA Animal Science Rules and the Market Auction Sale Policies, if applicable. All the rules and policies can be found in the Klamath County Fair Exhibitor Handbook or OSU Rules & Procedures https://extension.oregonstate.edu/4h/rules-procedures. In addition, the State Fair Rules will supersede any rules at the county level when applicable.  State Fair rules are available online. 
3. No actions shall be taken involving the Sheep Division without involvement of the Sheep Superintendent(s) who will then present any proposed changes to the Sheep Leaders at the next meeting.  A vote from the Leaders will constitute approval or denial of any proposed changes.  Ratification or modification of any rules must have two-thirds majority approval of leaders present at the appropriate meeting.  All other decisions shall be approved with simple majority approval.  If time is a factor, a telephone vote is allowed. These changes will then be submitted to the Extension Agent for final approval/disapproval decision. 

4. Each club in attendance at the sheep division meetings will be allowed one vote per club.  The vote may come from a leader, parent or junior/teen leader representing the club.  All other voting outside the sheep division business will be by the 4-H Leaders Executive Board guidelines. 
5. If a club has not been represented at a minimum of two of the three previous meetings, they shall not have a vote on any matter until their attendance meets these requirements.
6. Tragically, if a 4-H member suffers serious injury that prevents participation, or if a 4-H member dies during the 4-H year, then OSU Extension, 4-H Staff and Superintendents will make extra efforts working with the family to honor the member and their 4-H work. For more details see: Oregon 4-H Rules and Procedures, Section 2 Membership      https://extension.oregonstate.edu/4h/rules-procedures 
7. In the event of a complaint or problem, club leaders will take the issue to Sheep Superintendent(s) first. If the Sheep Superintendent(s) deems any action is necessary, it will then be taken to the Extension Agent to determine options in addressing the situation.  If the Sheep Superintendent(s) is the subject of the complaint, the Assistant Superintendent will present the issue to the Extension Agent for resolution.
Tagging and Weighing Market Lambs
1. All lambs are to be shown at fair in a market class shall be tagged. The Leaders Association will provide the tags.
2. All lambs MUST have a scrapie tag from its flock of origin in its ear at the spring weigh-in.

3. All prospective market auction animals must have been owned and be in the possession of the 4-H/FFA members by spring weigh-in. Breeding animals must be in the possession of the exhibitor as of June 1st. 
4. For any fair animal, market or breeding, not residing at the members property they must complete an Animal Housing Location Disclosure form and return it to their club leader/chapter advisor by June 1. Failure to not meet guidelines of the Animal Housing Location Disclosure may result in non-participation in the division’s Final Drive for the current year. 

5. “Possession” of all species will be identified by designated ear tags and will be committed to a specific member, including the backup animal(s). A family back up animal can be listed on multiple family members if that is a shared animal 
6. Market lambs are recommended to be born after November 1st of the current 4-H year. Proof of ownership or Bill of Sale MUST include actual birthdate of the animal.  
7. Klamath County categories for back up go as follows: 
· Family Back Up is attached to all members in the family unit.

· Club Back Up is attached to club or chapter and can be used by any member in the club or chapter.

· Division Back Up is attached to a member but can be used by any other division member if their animal dies or does not make weight. *Division Back Up animals available for fair must be submitted by the Monday of fair week to the Extension Office. A list will be created for each species weigh-ins and all selections must be made and weighed before the end of the species goes through the scale. If an animal is not listed as a Division Back Up by Monday of fair week, it is not eligible to be used by any other non-family member. 
8. All “ownership” deadlines are also “possession” deadlines.  Any 4-H exhibitor leasing animals must follow the state leasing guidelines (file:///C:/Users/reedtra/Downloads/2025%20Animal%20Science%20Fair%20Book%20(1).pdf ) which include listing specific responsibilities of each party. Members must have care responsibility as of June 1 to include feeding, care, and fitting of animals. A member may lease multiple animals with a copy of the lease contract provided to the 4-H office by June 1 for livestock.
9. Spring Weigh-In: Will be held at one time, in only one place, for everyone. Cost per member at spring weigh-in is $20.00 for your primary and back-up lamb. Any member weighing more than 2 animals will pay $20 per animal. Club and chapter back-up will have no fee. Members need not be present at spring weigh-in.
10. At spring weigh-in lambs are recommended to be at least 65-75 pounds and not more than 120 for the best results and market product. The Rate of Gain required for market animals is 25 pounds between spring weigh-in and county fair weigh-in. If the market lamb is over 140 pounds at spring weigh-in it is not eligible to go to the fair because it will be over the weight limit while gaining the required 25 pounds rate of gain. Alternate plans must be made if that is the youths only market animal by 4-H Staff and Superintendents present at the event. 

11. The minimum weight at Klamath County Fair is 110 pounds and the maximum weight is 165 pounds. All market lambs will be required to gain at least 25 pounds between spring weigh-in and county fair to show in any of the following classes: market, non-auction market, and farm raised. Lambs not meeting these weight requirements are NOT eligible for the auction, but may show in feeder, heavyweight, or weight appropriate farm raised classes. 

12. Weights taken during the spring weigh-in will be used in conjunction with the fair weight to substantiate that the mandatory 25 pounds weight gain was met. There is no weight limit for the Non-Auction Market or Farm Raised class, but individual classes shall be split by weight for judging purposes. Any animal under 110 will go into a feeder class and any over 165 will go into an overweight class. 
13. All lambs MUST be shorn with no baby wool prior to spring weigh in. Lambs will be checked for short scrotum, any communicable diseases (i.e., sore mouth, wool fungus), and overall health to be eligible for weighing and tagging. No intact ram lambs will be weighed. Leg wraps may be worn, but blankets of any type must be removed prior to crossing the scale. If not shorn, the lamb must be shorn at the fairgrounds prior to the scale closing to be weighed. For any reason, if a lamb does not meet guidelines, the lamb WILL BE TAGGED.  However, a meeting will be held with the Sheep Superintendents, leaders, and 4-H Office Staff to determine if the animal will be able be admitted into the Klamath County Fair.  
14. Each individual must submit a Bill of Sale for their lamb(s), which have a scrapie tag from its herd of origin.  Proof of ownership or Bill of Sale MUST include actual birthdate of the animal.  
15. In the event that a lamb loses a tag, the member must immediately notify their leader to obtain another tag through the Sheep Superintendent and the 4-H Office. It is the leader's responsibility to ensure that the tag is properly replaced.
16. Approximately two weeks following the spring weigh in, a list will be sent to each leader with their members and the tags that were assigned to their lambs.  All tags must be checked at this time to ensure they are correct.  If tags have not been assigned correctly, the leader must make the correction with the Extension Office.
17. Members whose lamb or lambs die or are injured, and do not have a back-up lamb, need to contact their leader, the Sheep Superintendent and the 4-H Office immediately. If it is determined, the member can obtain another lamb, it must be a tagged and weighed-in lamb from the member’s own club or chapter first, and if none is available, the member may look within other clubs. The lamb must be in the member’s possession within 14 days. If an exhibitor’s lamb dies or is incapacitated with less than 14 days until fair, at the discretion of the Extension Agent, in consultation with the Sheep Superintendents, 4-H leader and veterinarian, possession of a tagged backup lamb may be obtained prior to fair. 
18. The backup market animal may be shown in either the breeding show or the non-auction market class, but not both.
19. An official weigh-in is to be conducted at the fair.  The results of this weigh in will be used to establish class lists, by weight, for judging of market animals and as the official weights for auction.  Each exhibitor will be allowed to weigh one market animal.  If it does not make weight, they will be allowed to bring their backup animal across the scales.  Backup animals that are to replace animals that did not make weight will be weighed after all exhibitors have weighed their primary animal. Non-auction lambs will be weighed following all other lambs.  Each lamb will be allowed one pass across the scales. Scales used for this weigh-in must be certified.
20. Breeding animals may be weighed as needed to help with class placement. 

Entry of animals to the fairgrounds
1. A veterinarian will check all sheep prior to exhibition. This is a preliminary veterinarian check for health. The veterinarian has full authority to deny entry to animals if they exhibit signs of disease or poor health.  At the veterinarian's discretion, the entire load may be sifted. There is no recourse to the veterinarian's decision - his or her decision is final.

2. The veterinarian may remove any animals from the fairgrounds, at any time, if these animals show symptoms of poor health that were not seen during the preliminary veterinary check.

3. All sheep must enter the fairgrounds within the prescribed time parameters. Special circumstances may be allowed with the approval of the Sheep Superintendents and Extension Agent.  
Exhibiting animals at the fair
1. Ownership and possession of market sheep is by spring weigh in each year. Breeding animals must be in the possession of the exhibitor as of June 1st.
2. Official weigh-in conducted at the Klamath County fair is controlled by the Rotary Club member on site. All market lambs will be checked for milk teeth after crossing the scale. 
3. All exhibitors must visibly wear exhibitor numbers assigned to them.

4. Fitting stands are allowed only in the designated area, between the sheep barn and the show ring.
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Animals must arrive shorn/show ready. Touch up is permitted but limited to only leg shag and head down to the chin line. Absolutely NO body or neck clipping.  See image  
6. Keeping animals healthy in the heat is important, so drenching may only be done at the “Drenching Station” when open. However, if a medical emergency arises animals may use the station other than stated hours under direct supervision of a veterinarian and/or Sheep Superintendents. Drenching is NOT to be done in pens, club areas, or anywhere other than the “Drenching Station”. 
7. No ice may be placed on lambs. However, cooling towels are able to be used by exhibitors.
8. Sheep are to be shown with their front feet on the ground. 

9. No abusive behavior will be tolerated towards lambs prior or during the show. Abusive behavior will be at the discretion of the judge. Members may receive one warning for this violation from a judge. If they receive a second violation, they will not be eligible for the final drive if in a market class or scratched from other classes depending on what class the offense was committed. 
10. Muzzles are not allowed on lambs at any time. If medical attention is deemed necessary such as ingestion of bedding, then it is recommended to change bedding to pellets, dirt or covered ground such as grass mat. If problems persist and animal requires a muzzle, the animal will be moved to an isolation stall and may still be shown. Superintendent will notify 4-H Agent which will notify Fairgrounds Manager. 
11. Fresh, drinkable, water should be in front of the sheep at all times (exception on market show day).

12. All animals are to be in the barn, at the wash rack or walked within the sheep barn area. Animals are NEVER to be in the parking, RV, trailer or stall areas. 

13. Products used on the animals must be licensed/labeled for use on livestock, in their original containers, and within the withdrawal guidelines of that product.
14. Ear tags: All breeding sheep are required to have a flock of origin scrapie’s ear tag. Registered sheep must have an ear tag matching their registration paper flock tag with breeder’s initials.
15. Market and breeding classes will be judged on the Danish system (purple, blue, red, white - scratch).

16. Showmanship classes will be placed (1, 2, 3, 4, etc.) with ribbons showing their placings in the class.  The judge has discretion to bring more showmen back, than the first-place winners, if he or she deems they are qualified.
17. Optimum class size is 10 lambs per class (this is only a goal and non-applicable in breeding or championship classes).  
18. Members must show their own lambs. Those showing adult sheep or rams may have help with the feet. This help can come from any Klamath County 4-H or FFA member in uniform.
19. No surgically docked tails.

20. Farm Raised: Members must have documented ownership for expecting animals before babies are born at member or member’s parents. For circumstances that a member’s project is relocated for specific facilities, make sure an Animal Housing Location Disclosure form is completed for that animal so the member qualifies for Farm Raised. After fair entries close, all class participants will be asked to complete a Farm Raised Showcase to display at fair about your project.   
Auction
1. Placement in the auction lineup is determined by class placing. All purple ribbon animals shall be sold singly - all others will sell in multiple pen lots. White ribbon lambs shall be sifted and will not be allowed to sell in the auction.

2. The auction lineup is to be reviewed by the Sheep Superintendents prior to publication. A draft copy is to be given to the Lead Superintendent on Friday afternoon and must be reviewed and returned by Saturday at no later than 9 AM for production of the Sales Catalog. This will allow time for review and corrections prior to printing.
Removing animals from the fair:

1. No animals shall be removed early from the fair without release from the Sheep Superintendents and Extension Agent.
2. Any animals needing medical care please contact the club leader or chapter adviser. The leader/advisor will notify Superintendent who will contact 4-H Agent and call for a veterinarian or medical staff. At conclusion of treatment, Superintendents and 4-H Agent will need to be notified of concerns and possible notification to the Fairgrounds Manager depending on issue. 
State Fair Entries
1. Members must show the same animal at State Fair that qualified at the county fair and no animal may be entered in both 4-H and FFA, except horse, llama and/or dog projects. 

2. Animals placing with blue ribbons or higher in the breeding, market & showmanship classes shown by intermediate or senior members are eligible for state fair competition. Exceptions can be requested. 
3. Depending on State Fair entry dates, members may have to consider their commitment to State Fair prior to county fair. All entries will be gathered the week after the Klamath County Fair.
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