
Klamath County Small Animal Rules


All Small Animal Programs:
1. The 4-H Division is a youth show. All care and fitting must be done by the 4-H exhibitor. https://oregonstate.app.box.com/v/4hfairbookanimal 
2. The general small animal rules will incorporate by reference the Code of Conduct in the enrollment packet, the 4-H/FFA General Rules, the 4-H/FFA Animal Science Rules and the Market Auction Sale Policies, if applicable. All the rules and policies can be found in the Klamath County Fair Exhibitor Handbook or OSU Rules & Procedures https://extension.oregonstate.edu/4h/rules-procedures. In addition, the State Fair Rules will supersede any rules at the county level when applicable.  State Fair rules are available online. 
3. [bookmark: _Hlk216958492]Tragically, if a 4-H member suffers serious injury that prevents participation, or if a 4-H member dies during the 4-H year, then OSU Extension, 4-H Staff and Superintendents will make extra efforts working with the family to honor the member and their 4-H work. For more details see: Oregon 4-H Rules and Procedures, Section 2 Membership      https://extension.oregonstate.edu/4h/rules-procedures 
4. No entry may be removed from exhibition area, without prior approval of judge, or superintendent, in consultation with the 4-H Extension Agent.
5. Exhibitors need to provide food and water dishes for animals and latches for cages. Dishes and bottles must be kept clean. Cages may not be locked from 8:00 AM to 7:00 PM Exhibitors will also provide their own feed and shavings for their animals. All turkey pens must be covered and secured at night.
6. Classes in each division will consist of all recognized breeds and shall be divided in sections by variety, sex and age. Recognized breeds will be judged separately, if numbers warrant.
7. All animals shall be identified by a numbered band, tag, or tattoo. 
8. 4-H publications and manuals shall serve as guidelines for all judging and showmanship contests.
9. For any fair animal, market or breeding, not residing at the members property they must complete an Animal Housing Location Disclosure form and return it to their club leader/chapter advisor by June 1. Failure to not meet guidelines of the Animal Housing Location Disclosure may result in non-participation in the division’s Final Drive for the current year. 
10. Each exhibitor may enter a maximum of 10 exhibits in each division (poultry, pigeon, rabbits, cavies).  Pelts are in addition to the 10 exhibits. Market pens are considered one entry. Please note that each breed is considered a separate class.
11. Market animals must be weighed on certified scales, before showing, at the designated weigh-in. Official weights will be noted on clerk sheets, and cards showing date of birth and official weight will be required on cages.
12. All breeds will compete together within market classes.
13. Market auction pens will be judged on conformation, condition, and uniformity of the pen. Market pens will consist of the designated number of animals listed. Each bird or rabbit in a pen must meet specified weight requirements.
14. If any small animals are being brought into the barn under the age of the 3 months (with the exception of market pens) approval must come from the Superintendent when pen count is turned in. These will be marked as exhibition only.
15. All market animals must be banded or marked with identification numbers, for rabbits that will be members exhibitor tag number, and poultry member last name. All animals will receive bands or ID numbers at fair check-in and rabbits will need to be tattooed or written in the ear. 
16. Stall cards must have youth name, club, year, animal name or identification number on the stall card. If an animal must be moved, please find the Superintendent so that we can account for moved stock.



POULTRY 
1. Breeds in the American Poultry Association (APA) class are based on those birds found exclusively in the APA book titled, Standards of Perfection. The Non-Standard class would include birds found in standards other than the APA Standard like the British or Japanese standards. Birds known by the exhibitor to be of a crossbred origin should be entered in the crossbred class. Birds that have been raised as a result of the Oregon 4-H Incredible Egg Program or the Oregon Broiler Grower’s Youth Contest should be entered in the commercial category.
2. The Standard of Perfection and the standard issued by the American Bantam Association shall serve as judging guides for breed judging.
3. Up to 10 poultry class entries can be entered by one (1) exhibitor. A market pen is considered one (1) entry.
4. 4-H members must be present to carry their animals to the judging table and show their own animal. 
An exhibit may be shown in only one class in addition to showmanship. Assistance from other 4-H members is allowed for those who must take more than one animal to the show table. Members must be in show attire.
5. Members will provide their own carpet square or mat at the show table.
6. No birds under the age of four (4) months may be entered in the fair, except for market classes.
7. All market birds must be hatched after January 1 of current year **See project specific dates.
8. Possession date for birds is June 1. *Some market projects may be an exception.
9. Market auction entries must be of a meat breed variety.
10. Market birds will have a adhesive leg band with member’s last name and lot numbers will be added to the leg band the evening prior to the auction once the sales catalog is complete. 
11. The minimum weight for turkeys at Klamath County Fair is 15 pounds and the maximum weight is 35. All animals below the minimum or over the maximum will be scratched for market class but will change to feeder or heavyweight market class. These animals will not sell at the auction.
12. Breed Classes: Grand Champion and Reserve Champion of each breed will be selected, if 5 or more animals of that breed are represented.
13. All breeding chickens 16 weeks and older will submit to Pullorum Typhoid test to participate at County fair. This test is performed by the Oregon State Veterinarian’s Office. 
14. Farm Raised Market or Breed Rabbits – Members must have documented ownership for expecting animals or incubation of eggs, before babies are born at member or member’s parents. For circumstances that a member’s project is relocated for specific facilities, make sure an Animal Housing Location Disclosure form is completed for that animal so the member qualifies for Farm Raised. After fair entries close, all class participants will be asked to complete a Farm Raised Showcase to display at fair about your project. Market birds must be weighed at pre-fair weigh-in. Birds must be shown in a market class for Market Farm Raised or breed class for Breed Farm Raised.  

Market Animal Ages: 
 Market Chickens must be 6-15 weeks of age (hatched after April 15, 2026)
 Market Ducks must be under 8 weeks old (hatched after June 3, 2026)
 Market Geese must be under 20 weeks old (hatched after March 11, 2026)
 Market Turkey breeds must be 16-22 weeks old (hatched between Feb. 25 and April 8, 2026)
 Market Heritage Turkey breeds must be 25-30 weeks old (hatched BEFORE February 4, 2026)

EGGS
RULES:
Eggs in the poultry show must
a. Be accompanied by the hen that laid them, and hen must be entered in a Breed Class.
b. 6 eggs must be on display for judging – see display area for eggs
**standalone egg displays will be shown in non-animal categories for judging and display.

PIGEONS 
RULES:
     a. Read Small Animal & Poultry Rules above
1.  Wendall Levi’s “The Pigeon” and the book of Pigeon Standards shall serve as the descriptive breed standards.


RABBITS 
RULES:
a. Read Small Animal Rules above
1. The Standard of Perfection as published by the American Rabbit Breeders Association (ARBA) shall serve as breed judging guide only for standard purebred classes only. If the judge determines that a rabbit does not meet the minimum ARBA Standard of Perfection they will be placed in the Non-Standard Class automatically at the table.
2. Any rabbit that has a permanent defect will be placed in a white ribbon group. Any rabbit that has a correctable problem shall, at the judges’ discretion, be placed in a red or white ribbon group.
3. Up to 10 rabbits class entries can be entered by one (1) exhibitor. A market pen is considered one (1) entry. 
4. 4-H members must be present to carry their animals to the judging table and show their own animal.
An exhibit may be shown in only one class in addition to showmanship. Assistance from other 4-H members is allowed for those who must take more than one animal to the show table. Members must be in show attire.
5. Members will provide their own carpet square or mat at the show table.
6. No animal (except market pen animals and heavyweight pre-juniors) under the age of three (3) months may be entered into the fair.
7. Possession date for rabbits is June 1. *Some market projects may be an exception.
8. Market animals may be of white or colored pelts and must be of meat breed varieties.
9. Does with litters will not be accepted. Pregnant does allowed if no more than two weeks pregnant.
10. ALL rabbits must be permanently and legibly tattooed and show proof of ownership with a Bill of Sale or Affidavit. A pre-fair Tattoo Day in July will be provided prior to fair.  Market rabbits will have the member’s exhibitor number marked inside the ear of the market pen of rabbits only after they have weighed in and declared their pen of three animals. Breeding animals can be tattooed, but do not need identification tags or tattoos if only at the county fair, written ear identification is acceptable.
11. Auction lot numbers will be added to the animals the evening prior to the auction once the sales catalog is complete. This will not be the youth exhibitor’s number; this will be the lot number the animal is in for the auction. 
12. Breed Classes: Grand Champion and Reserve Champion of each breed will be selected, if 5 or more animals of that breed are represented.
13. Doe with Production Records must have kindled during the current 4-H year.
14. Roaster and fryer classes will be determined at fair weigh-in by age and weight.
15. If any one rabbit in a meat pen is overweight or underweight the entire pen will be disqualified from market class competition.     Weight total for all 3 rabbits will be used for auction market weight, but individual animal weight will be recorded for judging.
16. Meat pens not meeting the weight requirement, will automatically be entered into a Non-Market Feeder Pen of Rabbits and will not be eligible for the auction.
17. Only one entry of fryers and/or one entry of roasters is allowed per member. However, only one pen will be able to be in the auction.
18. If a member’s rabbit dies and does not have enough rabbits to enter a Pen of Three then they will automatically be entered into a Pen of One.
19. Market auction rabbits – Ownership of the doe is not required, but it is encouraged.
20. Farm Raised Market or Breed Rabbits – Members must have documented ownership for expecting animals before babies are born at member or member’s parents. For circumstances that a member’s project is relocated for specific facilities, make sure an Animal Housing Location Disclosure form is completed for that animal so the member qualifies for Farm Raised. After fair entries close, all class participants will be asked to complete a Farm Raised Showcase to display at fair about your project. Market Rabbits must be weighed at pre-fair weigh-in. Rabbits must be shown in a market class for Market Farm Raised or breed class for Breed Farm Raised.  


Animal Weights:
Single Fryer, 4 to 5 ½ pounds, 80 days or younger at fair weigh in (born after May 10, 2026)
Pen of Three Fryers, 4 to 5 ½ pounds each, total pen weight 12 lbs. – 16.5 lbs., 80 days old or younger at fair weigh in (born after May 10, 2026.)
[bookmark: _Hlk124842836]Single Roaster, 5 ½ pounds to 7 ½ pounds, 81-100 days old at fair weigh in (born after April 20, 2026)
Pen of Three Roasters 5 ½ pounds to 7 ½ pounds each, total pen weight 16.6 lbs. – 22.5 lbs., 81-100 days old at fair weigh-in (born after April 20, 2026)

PELTS
1. Pelts must have been skinned, stretched and prepared by the exhibitor in current project year.
2. Each member is limited to a maximum of two pelts. They may be in the same class. They will be divided into subclasses by weight for judging – fryer pelts, two-1/2 to 4 ounces; baker pelts, 4 to 8 ounces; and mature pelts, over 8 ounces. A champion pelt will be selected.
3. Freedom from holes, flesh or fat, mildew, hutch stains and general condition of the pelt will be considered as well as the density, texture, and quality of the fur.
4. Each member is limited to one production, which has been tanned and made into a usable product by the member.


CAVIES
1. The Standard of Perfection as published by the American Rabbit Breeders Association (ARBA) shall serve as breed judging guide only for standard purebred classes only. If the judge determines that a cavy does not meet the minimum ARBA Standard of Perfection they will be placed in the Non-Standard Class automatically at the table.
2. Any Cavy that has a permanent defect will be placed in a white ribbon group. Any cavy that has a correctable problem shall, at the judges’ discretion, be placed in a red or white ribbon group.
3. Up to 10 cavies can be entered by one (1) exhibitor. 
4. An exhibit may be shown in only one class in addition to showmanship.
5. No animal under the age of 10 weeks may be entered in the fair.
6. Possession date for cavy is June 1. 
7. No sows with litters will be allowed. Pregnant sows allowed if under two weeks pregnant.
8. 4-H members must be present to carry their animals to the judging table and show their own animal. 
9. Members will provide their own carpet square or mat at the show table.



Auction
1. Placement in the auction lineup is determined by class placing. White ribbon animals shall be sifted and will not be allowed to sell in the auction.
2. The auction lineup is to be reviewed by the Sheep Superintendents prior to publication. A draft copy is to be given to the Lead Superintendent on Friday afternoon and must be reviewed and returned by Saturday at no later than 9 AM for production of the Sales Catalog. This will allow time for review and corrections prior to printing.

Removing animals from the fair:
1. No animals shall be removed early from the fair without release from the Superintendents and Extension Agent.
2. Any animals needing medical care please contact the club leader or chapter adviser. The leader/advisor will notify Superintendent who will contact 4-H Agent and call for a veterinarian or medical staff. At conclusion of treatment, Superintendents and 4-H Agent will need to be notified of concerns and possible notification to the Fairgrounds Manager depending on issue. 

State Fair Entries
1. Members must show the same animal at State Fair that qualified at the county fair and no animal may be entered in both 4-H and FFA, except horse, llama and/or dog projects. 
2. Animals placing with blue ribbons or higher in the breeding, market & showmanship classes shown by intermediate or senior members are eligible for state fair competition. Exceptions can be requested. 
3. Depending on State Fair entry dates, members may have to consider their commitment to State Fair prior to county fair. All entries will be gathered the week after the Klamath County Fair.
4. Rabbits going to state fair will need to be tattooed. 

2/26/2026
